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Jury  Receives  Case  in  Physician’s  Trial 


Boston/Boise  Releases  Interview  with  Witness 


witness  testified,  “No,  it’s  not  so,  sir.” 

When  cross-examined  by  Assistant 
District  Attorney  Thomas  Peisch,  the 
youth  said  that  he  had  no  question  in 
his  mind  about  having  sex  with  the 
older  man. 

During  the  course  of  the  trial,  it  has 
been  Dr.  Allen’s  contention  that  he 
went  to  the  Revere  home  of  Richard 
Peluso  to  conduct  research  on  male 
prostitution.  That  study  led  to  some 
123  interviews,  according  to  Allen, 
who  denied  having  sex  with  any  young 
men  at  the  apartment. 

Dr.  Allen  testified  that  he  used  the 
information  collected  from  his  inter¬ 
views  to  write  “Male  Prostitution:  A 
Psycho-Social  Study,”  which  he  sub¬ 
mitted  for  publication  this  past 
October  to  the  Archives  for  Sexual 
Behavior  in  New  York. 

Judge  Joseph  Ford  upheld  an  objec¬ 
tion  by  the  prosecution  that  the  study 
be  allowed  as  evidence  in  the  trial.  The 
judge,  however,  did  allow  Dr.  Allen  to 
testify  about  his  procedures  during  the 
research. 

Mistrial  Demanded 

Late  last  week,  almost  a  vear  since 
Continued  on  Page  6 


By  Jim  Marko 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston/Boise 
Committee  has  released  an  interview  it 
conducted  with  an  alleged  “victim”  in 
the  on-going  trial  of  Dr.  Donald  Allen. 

Allen  is  on  trial  in  Suffolk  Superior 
Court  here  charged  with  a  number  of 
counts  of  statutory  rape  in  the  much- 
publicized  so-called  “Revere  sex-ring 
case.” 

The  young  man  interivewed  by 
Boston/Boise  Committee  members  Dr. 
Thomas  Reeves  and  Attorney  John 
Ward  told  of  his  activities  as  a  male 
hustler  and  his  “love”  for  one  of  the 
defendants  in  the  Revere  trials  [the  full 
interview  follows]. 

On  Wednesday,  Dec.  20,  the  case 
against  Dr.  Allen  was  given  to  the  jury. 
Final  arguments  were  offered  after'  18 
days  of  testimony  in  which  four  wit¬ 
nesses  appeared  for  the  defense  and 
four  for  the  prosecution. 

Defense  counsel  Lawrence  O’Don¬ 
nell  accused  the  prosecution  of  pre¬ 
senting  only  “male  hustlers  and  a 
pimp”  against  his  client. 

All  the  prosecution  witnesses,  in¬ 
cluding  the  “victim,”  testified  that  Dr. 
Allen  visited  the  apartment  in  Revere. 
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An  earlier  Boston/Boise  news  conference 
Reeves,  Atty.  John  Ward  and  John  Mitzel 

The  youth,  now  a  17  year  old  ward 
of  the  state,  has  been  the  key  prosecu¬ 
tion  witness  in  the  trial  of  Dr.  Allen. 

The  witness  testified  that  he  had  sex 
with  Allen  and  others  when  he  was  15 
years  of  age.  The  acts  allegedly  occur¬ 
red  in  the  apartment  of  Richard  L. 
Peluso  of  Revere.  It  is  that  apartment 
which  the  Suffolk  County  District  At- 


with  (1-r)  Rev.  Ed  Hougen,  Dr.  Tom 

torney’s  office  has  charged  was  the 
center  for  the  alleged  “ring.” 

Witness  Testifies  Against  Allen 
The  young  witness  remained  on  the 
witness  stand  for  two  days  in  the  trial 
of  Allen.  When  asked  by  defense 
counsel  Lawrence  F.  O’Donnell,  “It’s 
so  that  Donald  Allen  never  had  sex 
with  you  in  that  apartment,”  the 


British  MP  Accused  of  Plot  Against  ‘Lover’ 


Thorpe  to  Stand  Trial  for  Murder  Conspiracy 


LONDON,  England  —  Jeremy 
Thorpe,  a  Member  of  Parliament  arid 
former  leader  or  the  Liberal  Party  in 
Britain,  will  stand  trial  on  charges  of 
conspiring  to  murder  Norman  Scott, 
Thorpe  and  three  co-defendants  are 
charged  in  the  conspiracy  to  kill  Scott 
who  had  alleged  that  Thorpe  and  he 
were  lovers. 

After  listening  to  16  days  of  testi¬ 
mony,  three  magistrates  ruled  that 
Thorpe  not  only  conspired  to  murder 
Scott,  but  also  accused  him  of  inciting 
David  Holmes,  another  defendant,  to 
commit  the  murder.  John  LeMesurier 
and  George  Deakin  are  the  other  men 
charged  in  the  conspiracy. 

The  trial  is  expected  to  start  some¬ 
time  after  Easter,  although  no  specific 
date  has  been  set.  The  four  men,  who 
could  be  sentenced  to  life  imprison¬ 
ment,  are  now  free  on  bail. 


‘I  Plead  Not  Guilty’ 

At  the  end  of  the  hearing,  which  re¬ 
ceived  full  graphic  coverage  by  the 
London  press,  Thorpe  stated,  “I  plead 
not  guilty  and  will  vigorously  defend 
this  matter.” 

Thorpe  has  repeatedly  denied  having 
had  any  relationship  with  Scott  —  al¬ 
though  published  reports  have  noted 
that  Thorpe,  on  advice  of  counsel,  has 
not  denied  ever  having  had  a  homo¬ 
sexual  relationship. 

Thorpe  appeared  at  ease  after  the 
court’s  decision  and  after  weeks  of 
lurid  accounts  in  the  British  press 
about  the  affair,  pay-offs  to  alleged 
assassins,  and  large  payments  by  the 
press  and  foreign  television  to  key 
prosecution  witnesses. 

According  to  the  prosecution, 
Thorpe  seduced  Scott  in  the  early  1960s 
while  the  erstwhile  model  was  working 


Jeremy  Thorpe 


as  a  stable  hand.  It  is  alleged  that 
Thorpe,  fearing  exposure  of  the  affair 
would  ruin  his  political  career,  hired 
Andrew  Newton  to  kill  Scott. 

Dog  Killed 

Newton,  who  called  himself  a  “hit 
man,”  told  the  court  that  he  pretended 


his  gun  jammed  when  he  went  to  kill 
Scott  in  1975.  Newton  testified  that  he 
killed  Scott’s  dog  instead.  He  has 
served  two  years  in  jail  for  his  act. 

The  prosecution  has  also  alleged  that 
Thorpe,  who  not  only  remains  in  Par¬ 
liament  but  is  still  a  privy  councillor  to 
the  Queen,  attempted  to  keep  witnesses 
from  testifying  against  him.  It  is 
charged  that  Thorpe  enlisted  co¬ 
defendant  Holmes  in  an  attempt  to  pay 
one  witness  to  stay  away  from  the 
hearing  which  led  to  the  order  to  stand 
trial  on  the  conspiracy  charges. 

In  a  statement  to  news  people  after 
the  hearing,  Thorpe  said,  “It  would  be 
ludicrous  to  suggest  [that  I  felt]  any 
measures  would  be  needed  to  deal  with 
him  [Scott],  least  of  all  the  wholly  un¬ 
thinkable  approach  of  conspiring  to 
achieve  his  death,  injury  or  other¬ 
wise.” 


University  of  Conn.  Law  School  Accepts  Gay  Student  Association 


By  Nick  Olcott 

HARTFORD,  CT  —  As  of  Dec.  8, 
the  Gay  Students  Association  of  the 
University  of  Connecticut  School  of 
Law  exists  as  an  officially  recognized 
student  organization.  As  such,  it  will 
receive  the  use  of  Law  School  rooms 
for  meetings,  will  have  its  own  bulletin 
board,  and  will  receive  funding.  In 
addition,  the  Gay  Students  Association 
will  appear  in  the  catalogue  among 
other  student  groups  and  will  be  part 
of  the  student  handbook.  Acceptance 
of  the  group  by  the  Law  School  marks 
the  first  official  recognition  of  a  gay 
organization  by  a  Connecticut  state  in¬ 
stitution.  Gay  activists  hope  this  will 
set  a  precedent  in  the  state. 

Organizational  efforts  began  last 
September,  when  two  students  put  up 
signs  for  an  initial  meeting,  which  was 
held  in  an  off-campus  apartment. 
Those  meeting  agreed  to  draw  up  a 
statement  of  purpose  and  to  find  a 


faculty  advisor.  Feminist  Professor 
Wendy  Susco  agreed  to  serve  in  this 
capacity,  and  she  was  joined  by  Profes¬ 
sor  Richard  Pomp,  who  volunteered 
his  support  for  the  group.  Further  sup¬ 
port  came  from  the  U.Conn.  chapter 
of  the  National  Lawyer’s  Guild  and 
from  the  Student  Bar  Association,  the 
Law  School’s  student  council,  which 
granted  funding  for  the  group  pending 
approval  of  the  faculty. 

After  students  and  the  advisors  had 
agreed  upon  the  statement  of  purpose, 
it  was  submitted  to  Mary  Kate  Sulli¬ 
van,  Assistant  to  the  Dean,  who 
offered  her  support  in  getting  the 
Dean’s  approval.  While  Dean  Blum- 
berg  was  generally  supportive,  he  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  group’s  insistence  on  their 
right  to  a  confidential  membership  list 
because  he  felt  the  faculty  would  not 
accept  a  “secret  society.”  Student  or¬ 
ganizers  persisted,  however,  citing  the 
case  of  NAACP  v.  Alabama ,  in  which 


the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  any  or¬ 
ganization  had  the  right  to  keep  its 
membership  list  confidential.  They 
pointed  out,  moreover,  that  the  case  of 
Ratchford  v.  Gay  Lib  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Missouri  gave  gay  organizations 
the  rights  of  any  other  student  organi¬ 
zation.  Persuaded  by  these  arguments, 
Dean  Blumberg  approved  the  group’s 
statement  and  offered  to  appear  at  a 
faculty  meeting  to  support  them. 

The  statement  then  went  to  the 
faculty  as  a  “non-agenda”  item,  which 
meant  that  it  would  only  come  to  a 
formal  vote  if  two  faculty  members 
registered  complaints  with  the  Dean. 
Fewer  than  two  complaints  implied  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  statement.  Although 
some  professors  complained 
informally  to  the  group’s  advisors,  no 
formal  objections  were  raised,  and  the 
Gay  Students  Association  became  an 
officially  recognized  student  organiza¬ 
tion. 


Shirley  Pripstein  will  serve  as  the 
G.S.A.’s  coordinator  for  the  school’s 
evening  division  and  Dai  Thompson 
for  the  day  division.  Membership  is 
open  to  all  law  students  and  other 
interested  persons.  Its  statement  of 
purpose  follows: 

The  purpose  of  the  Gay  Students  Association 
is  three-fold:  1)  to  help  educate  all  people  about 
the  particular  legal  issues  facing  gays;  for  ex¬ 
ample,  the  use  of  a  parent’s  sexual  preference  in 
determining  child  custody,  the  unequal  treatment 
of  gays  in  prisons  and  psychiatric  institutions, 
the  absence  of  basic  civil  rights  protection  for 
gays,  the  free  speech  questions  raised  by  Anita 
Bryant  and  others,  and  recent  legislative  devel¬ 
opments  such  as  California’s  Briggs  Initiative 
(Proposition  6);  2)  to  act  as  a  support  group  for 
gays,  their  friends  and  their  families  3)  to  affirm 
the  concept  of  full  equality  for  all  people. 

Furthermore,  believing  that  the  laws  of  this 
country  do  not  yet  afford  equal  protection  to 
gays,  the  GSA  strongly  supports  each  person’s 
rights  to  privacy  and  association,  particularly  as 
to  their  association  with  this  or  any  other  gay 
organization. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

.  .  What  seems  to  have  happened,  as  far  as  I 
am  able  to  tell,  is  that  having  been  obsessed  by 
Nixon  for  years,  then  having  gotten  rid  of  Nixon, 
we  oil  discovered  something  missing  in  our  lives, 
something  that  had  carried  us  through  the  fifties 
into  the  seventies.  .  .  .  But  not  having  Nixon,  we 
did  the  next  best  thing,  we  became  Nixon.  We  em¬ 
braced  the  measliness,  the  miserliness,  the  nasti¬ 
ness.  Nixon  moved  into  the  Americn  soul  and  took 
up  residence.  .  .  .  The  Nixon  in  us  wants  to  kick  the 
fags  out  of  the  schools  —  or  for  that  matter  off  the 
planet,  because  if  you  have  to  take  the  fact  of 
homosexuality  into  your  real  life'sconsiderations. 
how  in  the  world  can  you  go  home  and  relax  with  a 
beer  with  the  boys."  —  From  a  speech  by  cartoonist 
Jules  Feiffer  at  a  fundraiser  for  the  magazine  The 
Nation,  as  reported  in  the  Village  Voice,  Dec.  11, 
1978 

BRIGGS  REDUX 

CHICAGO  —  California  State  Senator  John 
Briggs  has  announced  that  he  intends  to  re¬ 
introduce  his  initiative  which  would  call  for  the 
firing  and  prevent  the  hiring  of  all  gay  school 
workers  in  California.  Proposition  6  was  soundly 
defeated  by  voters  in  a  general  election  in 
November,  but  the  Senator  says  he  will  try  again  in 
1980. 

Appearing  in  December  on  the  syndicated 
"Phil  Donahue  Show,”  Briggs  suggested  that  in  a 
presidential  election  year  —  1980  —  the  anti-gay 
initiative  would  receive  less  opposition. 

Briggs  told  Donahue  that  Proposition  6  was  a 
"moral  victory."  "The  day  after  the  election  I  was 
walking  down  straight  street,  an  obscure  State 
Senator,  with  three  million  people  behind  me,  and 
there  was  Jimmy  Carter,  Ronald  Reagan,  the 
governor,  and  all  kinds  of  public  officials  walking 
down  gay  street  with  just  four  million  people 
behind  them.” 

INCREASE  IN  POLICE  BRUTALITY 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Complaints  of  police 
brutality  against  gays,  blacks,  Mexican-Americans 
and  others  appear  to  have  increased  dramatically, 
according  to  witnesses  at  a  U.S.  Commission  on 
Civil  Rights  public  hearing. 

The  Commission  recently  opened  an  investiga¬ 
tion  of  police  practices  after  it  received  complaints 
of  police  misconduct  from  all  over  the  country. 

In  a  written  statement  the  agency's  chair, 
Arthur  S.  Fleming,  said  that  the  "volume  of 
complaints  has  increased."  He  added  that  there  is 
"widespread  concern  that  police  are  depriving 
individuals  of  their  Constitutional  rights." 

Appearing  before  the  Commission,  Jean 
O'Leary,  Co-Executive  Director  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force,  testified  that  "crimes  of  extortion, 
blackmail,  rape  and  assault  have  been  committed 
against  gays,"  by  police  bfficers. 

O'Leary  also  noted  that  police  show  little 
interest  in  investigating  or  prosecuting  violent 
crimes  against  gays. 

The  Commission,  which  is  an  independent 
agency,  is  planning  to  propose  legislative  and 
policy  changes  to  address  the  problems  of  police 
abuse. 


GAY  LEGAL  CONFERENCE 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Law 
Student  Association  of  New  York  University  and  the 
Rutgers  Gay  Caucus,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  are 
planning  a  national  conference  on  the  issues 
"Strategy  and  Tactics  of  Gay  Rights  Litigation"  and 
"The  Professional  and  Public  Role  of  the  Gay 
Lawyer.” 

The  conference  will  be  held  on  March  9-11,  at 
the  NYU  School  of  Law,  40  Washington  Sq.  South, 
New  York  City,  10012. 

Conference  organizers  are  seeking  the  partici¬ 
pation  of  organizations  and  individuals  from  all 
parts  of  the  nation,  both  those  within  and  outside 
the  legal  profession. 

The  registration  fee  for  the  conference  will  be 
$15;  $5  for  registered  students  and  those  unem¬ 
ployed. 

Further  details  regarding  the  conference 
schedule  and  agenda,  as  well  as  assistance  in 
securing  accomodations  for  those  needing  them 
can  be  obtained  by  writing  Lesbian  and  Gay  Law 
Students,  33  Washington  Sq.  West,  New  York,  NY 
10011. 


THIRD  WORLD  GAY  VOICES 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Moja,  a  newspaper  for 
Third  World  gays,  has  published  its  second  issue. 
Articles  in  the  paper  include  "The  Reality  of  the 
Black  Lesbian"  by  Diane  Bogus  and  "Blacks  and  Gay 
Liberation"  by  Jon  L.  Clayborne. 

An  editorial  calls  for  the  formation  of  a 
national  association  of  Third  World  gays,  because 
of  “growing  evidence  that  discrimination  against 
gay  people  is  still  a  strong  element  in  American 
society." 

The  editorial  continues:  "The  established  gay 
political  and  activist  groups  have  consistently  failed 
to  attract  significant  numbers  of  Third  World  gays. 
These  groups  are  not  structured  to  include  a  Third 
World  perspective.  The  issues  that  they  confront 
only  have  a  generalized,  abstract  relationship  to 
Third  World  gays.  We  have  no  voice  that  can  speak 
to  our  particular  needs." 

Moja  may  be  contacted,  in  care  of  the  Oscar 
Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop,  15  Christopher  St.,  New 
York,  NY  10014. 

A  subscription  costs  $2  for  four  issues. 

BISHOP  VISITS  INTEGRITY 

BOSTON  —  On  Tuesday,  Dec.  12,  Bishop  John 
B.  Coburn  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  attended  a  meeting  of  Integrity/Boston,  the 
association  of  gay  Episcopalians. 

While  Bishop  Coburn's  acceptance  of  the  in¬ 
vitation  to  preside  at  the  Eucharist  and  to 
participate  in  a  question  and  answer  session  was 
seen  by  group  members  as  a  positive  step,  Allan 
Stifflear  reports  that  the  "overwhelming  reaction  of 
those  present  was  anger  and  frustration  at  the 
bishop's  remarks." 

According  to  Stifflear,  the  bishop,  although 
stating  he  did  not  like  ideological  positions  and 
statements,  "came  down  rigidly  on  the  conserv¬ 
ative  side." 

Stifflear  reports;  The  bishop  stated,  "gay 
people  are  poor  role  models  and  therefore  should 
be  barred  from  ordination;  homosexual  love  is 
'incomplete'  and  gay  relationships  lack 
’wholeness';  ’practicing  homosexuality'  is  not  an 
acceptable  expression  of  sexuality  for  any  Chris¬ 
tian/’ 

DIGNITY  BOSTON'S  BOARD 

BOSTON  —  Dignity,  Boston,  an  organization  of 
gay  Roman  Catholics,  recently  announced  its  board 
and  officers  for  1979.  The  new  board,  which  was  in¬ 
stalled  at  a  Mass  celebrating  Dignity's  sixth  anni¬ 
versary,  elected  Frank  H.  Ring  as  president.  Ring, 
who  is  a  therapist  on  the  staff  of  Mass  Bay  Counsel¬ 
ing  Associates  in  Newton,  replaces  Patrick  Keefe, 
who  served  as  president  for  the  past  year  and  who 
is  retiring  from  the  board,  Ring  commented:  "I'm 
excited  about  the  challenge.  Dignity  has  a  lot  of  po¬ 
tential  to  be  of  service  to  those  individuals  who 
share  the  Catholic  faith  and  who  are  also  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  healthy  acceptance  of  their  sexuality." 

Dignity,  Boston,  meets  every  Sunday  at  5:30  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church  for  Mass,  followed  by  a 
social  hour.  All  are  welcome. 

DIGNITY  DIALOGUE 

BOSTON  —  Dignity/Boston,  Inc.,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Gay  and  Concerned  Catholics,  has  recently 
completed  a  mailing  to  over  2500  priests  and  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Boston.  The 
packet  contains  a  cover  letter  from  the  Executive 
Board  of  the  chapter,  a  brochure  detailing  the  pur¬ 
poses  and  activities  of  the  Boston  chapter,  and  an 
introductory  letter  on  ministry  to  gay  Catholics  for 
Archdiocese  members. 

It  is  Dignity's  hope  that  "this  initiative  will 
bring  about  a  much  needed  dialogue  between  the 
Archdiocese  and  the  gay  Catholic  community,  and, 
indirectly,  the  larger  gay  community  of  Boston." 

Dignity  spokespeople  noted  that  given  current 
clerical  attitudes  on  the  question  of  homosexuality, 
"Dignity  does  not  expect  the  response  to  be  over¬ 
whelmingly  or  even  moderately  positive." 

SOCIALIST  PERSPECTIVES 

BOSTON  —  Carrier  Pigeon,  a  small  distributor 
of  feminist  and  socialist  publications,  is  preparing 
an  anthology  of  "Socialist  Perspectives  on  Gay 
Liberation." 

Original  articles  and  previously  published 
material  are  welcome  and  those  interested  in 
contributing  should  write  to  Carrier  Pigeon,  88 
Fisher  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02120. 

For  further  information  you  can  contact  the 
distributor  at  (617)  445-9380. 


1 


THE  BAR'S  GIFT 

BOSTON  —  More  than  125  young  people  at  the 
Nazareth  Children's  Home  of  Jamaica  Plain  will  re¬ 
ceive  toys  for  the  holidays  due  to  the  generosity  of 
the  customers  of  The  Bar,  252  Boylston  Street, 
which  held  a  benefit  for  the  Nazareth  on  Dec.  18. 
Song  stylist  Ellie  Boswell  provided  the  entertain¬ 
ment  for  the  event,  which  also  raised  over  $100  in 
cash  donations,  for  the  same  cause. 

SUSAN  B.  ANTHONY  COIN 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  first  coins  to  bear  the 
face  of  a  woman  were  struck  at  the  United  States 
Mint  recently.  The  new  $1  coin  bears  the  likeness  of 
women's  rights  activist  Susan  B.  Anthony. 

More  than  a  half  billion  of  the  new  coins  will 
be  struck  between  now  and  the  first  week  of  July, 
when  the  coins  are  scheduled  to  go  into  circulation. 

At  a  ceremony  announcing  the  minting,  Mass. 
U.S.  Representative  Margaret  Heckler  said  the  coin 
marked  "the  recognition  of  a  real  woman,  rather 
than  a  mythical  figure,  which  means  nothing  to 
anyone,  or  one  of  our  great  male  leaders." 

Susan  B.  Anthony  died  in  1906,  fourteen  years 
before  the  ratification  of  the  19th  Amendment, 
which  gave  nationwide  suffraae  t®  women. 

CONGREGATION  FOR  ALBERTS 

BOSTON  —  Rev.  William  E.  Alberts,  the  con¬ 
troversial  ex-minister  of  Boston's  Old  West  Church, 
has  been  ordained  and  installed  as  minister  of  the 
Community  Church  of  Boston.  Alberts  was  forcibly 
retired  by  Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  five  years  ago  after  performing  a 
marriage  ceremony  for  two  gay  men  at  Old  West. 

MICHIGAN  HAS  NEW  LAW 

LANSING,  Ml  —  On  December  6,  Gov.  William 
Milliken  signed  the  first  piece  of  legislation  in 
Michigan  to  specifically  protect  the  rights  of  gay 
persons.  The  Nursing  Home  Licensing  Act  [See  GCN 
Vol.  6,  No.  21]  provides  increased  protections  for 
persons  in  nursing  homes. 

In  a  special  ceremony  in  the  House  Chamber, 
the  Governor  and  sponsors  of  the  bill  praised 
senior  citizens  for  their  lobbying  efforts  to  get  the 
measure  approved. 

The  law  provides  for  the  construction,  licens¬ 
ing,  certification  and  regulation  of  nursing  homes 
in  Michigan.  It  also  includes  specifically  protected 
’’rights"  of  nursing  home  clients  and  patients. 
These  rights  are  to  be  protected  regardless  of 
sexual  preference,  marital  status,  sex  and  a 
number  o,f  other  factors. 

CORPORATIONS  SURVEYED 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  According  to  a  survey 
conducted  by  the  National  Gay  Task  Force,  121  of 
the  nation's  largest  industrial  corporations, 
employing  over  seven  million  workers  and 
representing  nearly  600  billion  dollars  in  annual 
revenue,  now  state  that  they  do  not  discriminate  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in  hiring  and 
promotions.  The  list  includes  such  corporate  grants 
as  AT&T,  Bethlehem  Steel,  DuPont,  Exxon, 
Firestone,  Ford,  General  Electric,  General  Motors, 
Gulf  Oil,  Gulf  &  Western,  IBM,  Mobil  Oil,  Rockwell 
International,  Texaco,  Union  Carbide,  Western 
Electric  and  Xerox. 

As  part  of  its  ongoing  Corporate  Employment 
Project,  NGTF  sent  inquiries  last  August  to  all  of 
the  country's  major  industrial  corporations,  plus  a 
selected  list  of  non-industrials.  To  date,  NGTF 
reports  that  135  replies  have  been  received,  with 
only  14  of  the  respondents  indicating  that  they  have 
no  policy  with  regard  to  discrimination  on  the  basis 
or  sexual  orientation,  and  none  of  the  respondents 
indicating  that  a  discriminatory  policy  exists. 

’’We  are  greatly  heartened  by  the  results  of 
our  current  survey,"  NGTF  Co-Executive  Director 
Bruce  Voeller  stated,  "especially  since  it  compares 
so  favorably  to  a  similar  survey  conducted  three 
years  ago."  In  1 975,  NGTF  surveyed  a  smaller  list  of 
major  corporations,  and  received  12  positive 
replies.  Copies  of  some  of  these  replies,  including 
those  from  AT&T,  Bank  of  America,  CBS  and  IBM, 
were  sent  along  with  the  letter  of  inquiry  in  the 
1978  survey. 

"Our  plans  for  the  future,"  Voeller  said, 
"include  writing  again  to  some  of  the  corporations 
we  haven't  heard  from,  telling  them  of  the  positive 
responses  we've  received.  They  also  include 
writing  to  the  corporations  which  have  stated  that 
they  do  not  discriminate,  and  urging  them  to  make 
formal  policy  statements  which  could  receive  wide 
distribution  to  present  and  prospective 
employees." 
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Jean  O’Leary  Resigns  as  Co-Executive  Director  of  NGTF 


NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Jean  O’Leary 
has  announced  that  she  will  resign  as 
Co-Executive  Director  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  effective  June  1979. 
Citing  personal  reasons  for  her  de¬ 
cision,  O’Leary’s  resignation  comes 
just  as  Bruce  Voeller,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  NGTF,  prepares  to 
leave  as  co-executive  director.  Voeller 
announced  his  resignation,  effective 
Jan.  1,  in  late  October. 

O’Leary,  who  joined  NGTF  in  1975, 
told  GCN  that  her  decision  to  resign 
had  “absolutely  nothing”  to  do  with 
Voeller’s  resignation. 

“It  is  strictly  for  personal  reasons,” 
she  said.  “I  have  been  thinking  of  re¬ 
signing  for  some  time  now  and  I 
wanted  to  make  sure  that  Bruce  and  I 
did  not  do  it  together.  I  gave  six 
months  notice  so  that  the  Task  Force 
would  get  two  good  co-directors  and 
have  a  smooth  transition.” 

Kay  Whitlock  and  Charles  Brydon, 
co-chairs  of  the  Task  Force  Board  of 
Directors,  expressed  their  appreciation 


to  O’Leary  for  her  “distinguished 
service”  and  noted  “her  enormous  cre¬ 
ative  talent  and  energy  will  be  greatly 
missed.” 

Whitlock  and  Brydon  echoed 
O’Leary  and  emphasized  that  the 
board  expects  to  appoint  a  replacement 
for  Voeller  well  in  advance  of 
O’Leary’s  departure  to  ensure  contin¬ 
uity  in  the  organization. 

“We  want  to  make  it  absolutely 
clear  to  NGTF’s  members  and  support¬ 
ers  around  the  country  that  replace¬ 
ments  for  both  .  .  .  will  be  found  who 
are  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
projects  and  plans  of  this  organization, 
and  that  the  change  in  NGTF’s  exec¬ 
utive  leadership  will  in  no  way  inter¬ 
rupt  the  continuity  of  our  goals  and 
activities.” 

O’Leary  told  GCN  that  she  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  of  service  to  the  Task  Force 
“in  whatever  way  I  can.”  She  also 
noted  that  she  will  continue  to  sit  on 
the  President’s  National  Advisory 
Committee  for  Women  and  on  New 


Jean  O’Leary 


York  City’s  Commission  on  the  Status 
of  Women. 


O’Leary  expressed  satisfaction  at  her 
many  accomplishments  as  Co-E  ecu- 
tive  Director  of  NGTF.  Through  her 
efforts,  the  White  House,  for  the  first 
time  in  history,  opened  its  doors  for 
discussions  with  gay  representatives. 
That  meeting,  with  then  Presidential 
aide  Midge  Costanza,  led  to  further 
meetings  with  government  agencies,  in¬ 
cluding  the  U.S.  '  :vil  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion,  the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  and  the 
Justice  Department. 

Considering  a  number  of  career  op¬ 
tions,  and  noting  that  “it’s  just  too 
soon  to  tell”  what  she  will  do  after  her 
resignation  is  effective,  O’Leary  leaves 
NGTF  with  “great  hopes”  for  the 
future  of  the  gay  rights  movement. 

“I  am  breathing  a  sigh  of  relief  be¬ 
cause  we  are  at  our  greatest  point 
ever,”  she  told  GCN. 

“We  are  now  a  viable  civil  rights 
issue  and  we  are  at  a  better  point  now 
than  ever.  ...  It  is  going  to  be  a  very 
exciting  next  few  years.” 


Newspaper  Story  Based  on  ‘Memo’  Stirs  UMASS  Amherst  Campus 


by  John  J.  Graczak 
,  AMHERST,  MA  —  The  quiet  of 
preparations  for  semester  exams  was 
broken  at  the  University  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  when  the  Daily  Hampshire 
Gazette  of  Northampton,  MA,  pub¬ 
lished  the  results  of  its  investigation  of 
gay  activities  in  the  men’s  room  of 
Herter  Hall  of  that  campus.  The 
Gazette  announced  that  it  had  “un¬ 
covered  evidence  of  possible  criminal 
activity  involving  repeated  sexual 
harassment  and  open  lewdness,”  in  the 
“alleged  headquarters  for  what  some 
on  campus  have  labelled  a  ‘homo¬ 
sexual  massage  parlor’.” 

The  Gazette  began  its  investigation 
upon  receipt  of  a  copy  of  a  memo  sent 
to  the  campus  police,  “written  by  pro¬ 
fessors  with  offices  in  Herter  Hall.”  In 
a  follow  up  story  the  next  day,  the 
Gazette  indicated  that  the  memo  was 
unsigned,  and  was  simply  alleged  to 
have  been  written  by  a  group  of  facul¬ 
ty.  GCN  contacted  the  News  Editor  of 
the  Gazette,  Edward  Shanahan,  and 
asked  him  why  he  had  based  a  story 
upon  an  unsigned  memo.  Shanahan 
said,  “We  did  not  think  that  par¬ 
ticularly  important  .  .  .  maybe  we 
know  who  wrote  the  memo.”  When 
asked  directly  if  he  knew  who  were  the 
authors  of  the  memo,  Shanahan  then 
responded,  “We  are  not  claiming 
that.” 

The  Gazette  story  went  on  to  expli¬ 
cate  the  “harassment”  in  Herter  Hall. 
One  professor  reported  that  a  student 
of  his  was  so  shaken  by  having  his  foot 


grabbed  by  an  individual  in  the  stall 
next  to  his,  that  he  refused  to  attend 
future  courses  in  Herter.  The  profes¬ 
sor,  commenting  on  the  foot  grabbing 
incident  told  the  Gazette,  “I  don’t 
know  if  that’s  some  kind  of  recogni¬ 
tion  sign  between  them  or  what.” 

Another  professor  told  the  Gazette, 
“They  [the  campus  authorities]  ought 
to  drop  a  microphone  down  behind 
one  of  the  toilets.  They  could  just  sit 
next  door  and  read  the  newspaper  ’til 
they  heard  some  of  them  in  there 
fiddling  around.  Then  they  could  move 
in  and  catch  them  redhanded.” 

University  of  Massachusetts  campus 
police  Chief  Robert  Joyce  told  GCN 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  iden¬ 
tity  of  the  authors  of  the  original 
memo.  “They  [the  Gazette ]  said  in 
their  story  that  there  had  been  a  formal 
complaint  about  the  same  thing  back  in 
1976.  But  we  have  no  records  whatso¬ 
ever  of  any  formal  complaint  having 
been  made.”  Chief  Joyce  continued, 
“We  just  wish  that  people  would  not 
send  in  anonymous  messages.  If  any¬ 
one  has  any  problems,  they  can  come 
in  and  sit  down  and  talk  about  it  with 
us,  and  we’ll  work  out  some  positive 
solution  to  the  matter.” 

The  day  after  the  first  Gazette  story, 
the  People’s  Gay  Alliance  of  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  issued  a 
statement  to  the  press.  “In  a  society 
where  the  open  expression  of  homosex¬ 
uality  is  the  target  of  hatred,  violence, 
and  repression,  it  is  inevitable  that  such 
expressions  will  surface  in  other  ways 


.  .  .  Gay  meetingplaces,  where 
anonymity  is  protection  against  homo- 
phobic  attacks,  will  exist  until  such  a 
time  as  society  will  freely  allow  us  to 
share  our  love  openly.  .  .  .  The  impli¬ 
cation  that  these  meetingplaces  are  an 
organized  activity,  by  terming  them 
‘homosexual  massage  parlors’  is 
absurd.  The  forces  that  cause  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  such  meetingplaces  also  serve 
to  divide  and  marginalize  the  partici¬ 
pants  through  fear  and  threats.” 

Press  coverage  of  the  incident  con¬ 
tinued  with  a  news  broadcast  on  WBZ 
radio  in  Boston,  reported  by  Fred 
Winer  of  the  WMUA  News  Depart¬ 
ment.  After  announcing,  “Charges  of 
blatant  homosexual  activity  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts,”  Winer 


began  his  report:  “The  investigation 
has  shown  that  a  men’s  room  has  been 
the  focal  point  of  homosexual  activity, 
and  it  has  gotten  to  the  point  where 
some  students  will  not  enter  the  buil¬ 
ding.” 

GCN  filed  a  complaint  with  WBZ, 
on  the  grounds  that  its  reporting  of  the 
incident  was  “an  all  too  common  form 
of  harassment  of  the  gay  community, 
and  a  defamation  by  the  straight 
media.”  WBZ  has  noted  the  complaint 
and  will  pursue  it  at  the  time  of  its 
ascertainment,  when,  previous  to 
renewal  of  its  license,  the  station  must 
report  on  how  it  has  met,  or  failed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  community  in  its 
reception  area. 


One  Pleads  Guiltv  in  New  York 


NEW  YORK  CITY  —  One  of  the 
four  young  men  accused  of  assault  in 
the  beating  of  six  men  in  the  Ramble  in 
Central  Park  in  July  1978,  has  pleaded 
guilty  to  three  counts  of  assault  and 
one  count  of  robbery  growing  out  of 
the  case. 

Donald  Hotchkiss  pleaded  guilty 
after  a  recommendation  by  the  District 
Attorney’s  office  that  the  defendant  be 
sentenced  to  a  minimum  of  no  more 
than  two  and  a  maximum  of  no  more 
than  six  years  in  prison. 

Reportedly,  the  plea  was  accepted 
because  investigators  had  concluded 
that  Hotchkiss  did  not  play  the  “prin¬ 
cipal  part”  in  the  assaults. 


Hotchkiss  pleaded  guilty  to  assault¬ 
ing  three  men  in  Central  Park  on  July 
5,  including  former  Olympic  skater 
Dick  Button. 

Button  and  at  least  five  other  men 
were  savagely  beaten  with  baseball  bats 
by  a  gang  of  youths  in  the  Ramble,  a 
well-known  gay  cruising  area. 

After  the  four  men  were  arrested. 
The  New  York  Times  reported,  “The 
police  said  the  suspects  showed  no  re¬ 
morse  and  even  boasted  that  they 
would  engage  in  similar  actions 
again.”  The  Times  quoted  one  suspect 
as  saying  that  all  the  victims  of  the 
senseless  beatings  were  homosexuals 
and,  “We  went  out  to  get  faggots,  be¬ 
cause  we  hate  them.” 


Research  on  Homosexuality  Will  be  Topic  at  Science  Meeting 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

BLOOMINGTON,  IN  —  The  1979 
annual  meeting  of  the  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  Advancement  of  Science 
will  include  a  provocative  symposium 
on  “Paradigms  and  Prejudices  in  Re¬ 
search  on  Homosexuality.”  Dr.  Noret- 
ta  Koertge,  a  philosopher  of  science 
and  openly  lesbian  professor  at  Indi¬ 
ana  University  arranged  the  symposi¬ 
um.  She  had  been  asked  by  the  History 
and  Philosophy  of  Science  division  of 
the  AAAS  to  prepare  a  meeting  on 
theory  assessment  in  a  scientific  field 
experiencing  new  developments,  so 
that  philosophers  of  science  could  dis¬ 
cuss  these  with  researchers  in  the  field. 
Instead  of  the  topics  suggested,  “black 
holes”  or  “cosmology,”  she  chose  the 
very  new  field  of  scientific  research  on 
homosexuality.  Sexology  in  general  is  a 
recent  development  in  science,  with  the 
Kinsey  study  of  the  early  1950s  con¬ 
sidered  the  first  scientific  study.  Kinsey 
used  a  large  sample,  a  control  group, 
and  other  scientific  methods. 

Dr.  Alan  Bell  will  be  at  the  symposi- 


Dr.  Alan  Bell 


um.  His  study  with  Martin  S.  Wein¬ 
berg,  Homosexualities,  is  the  most 
massive  and  some  feel  most  scientific 
study  of  homosexuality  to  date,  and  it 


will  be  the  focus  of  the  meeting. 
Another  researcher  on  homosexuality, 
John  De  Cecco,  will  be  discussing  his 
study  of  sexual  orientation.  They  will 
be  confronted  by  two  philosophers  of 
science,  Dr.  Michael  Ruse  and  Dr. 
Frederick  Suppe. 

Dr.  Ruse,  of  the  University  of 
Guelph,  will  discuss  a  philosopher’s 
view  of  sociobiological  research  on 
gays,  “Are  There  Gay  Genes?”  The 
sociobiological  perspective  has  caused 
great  discussion  among  gay  people  in 
the  past  year. 

Dr.  Frederick  Suppe,  chairperson  of 
the  History  and  Philosophy  of  Science 
program  at  the  University  of  Mary¬ 
land,  plans  to  address  specific  criti¬ 
cisms  to  Dr.  Bell  about  the  Homosex¬ 
ualities  study.  Suppe,  who  is  openly 
gay,  apparently  feels  that  Bell  and 
Weinberg  were  naive  about  various  as¬ 
pects  of  the  gay  world,  and  that  as  a 
result  their  study  may  be  biased  in 
some  ways.  Dr.  Bell  said  recently  that 
he  finds  Suppe’s  criticisms  interesting 
and  looks  forward  to  the  symposium. 


Two  other  programs  at  the  AAAS 
convention  that  may  be  of  interest  are 
the  symposia  on  “Feminism  and  the 
Philosophy  of  Science,”  and  “Women 
in  Scientific  Research.”  The  AAAS  is  a 
massive  national  organization  of  sci¬ 
entists  and  is  especially  involved  in 
disseminating  scientific  information  to 
the  general  public.  The  statement  of 
purpose  for  the  1979  convention  reads: 

Those  who  contemplate  the  past  with  a 
nostalgia  for  simpler  times  and  who  call 
for  a  slowing  or  stopping  of  scientific  in¬ 
quiry  and  technological  development, 
should  also  say  in  what  humane  way  they 
would  reduce  the  world’s  population  — 
and  the  aspirations  of  its  citizens  —  to 
the  levels  of  simpler  times.  In  truth,  we 
have  no  choice  but  to  continue  to  in¬ 
crease  our  understanding  and  to  care¬ 
fully  apply  this  understanding  toward 
bettering  our  lot;  to  this  end  nurturing 
and  harvesting  those  resources  which  are 
science  and  technology  .  .  . 

The  convention  will  be  held  January 
3-8  at  the  Houston  Marriott  and  Sham¬ 
rock  Hilton  in  Houston,  Texas. 
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towards  solvency  in  I97x.  The  main  source  of  additional 
income  will  be  generated  by  a  series  of  benefits.  You  can 
contribute  simph  by  attending.  If  you  are  unable  to  attend 
r  wish  to  make  a  larger  donation  we  arc  also  encouraging 
oeople  to  send  contributions  to: 

SOLVENCY  ’78 
GCN 

22  BROMFIELD  ST. 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02108 


EDITORIAL 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES  kung-fu  closets 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published, 
but  names  will  be  withheld  on  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


pornography 

Dear  GCN, 

Reactions  to  the  pornography  symposium: 

What  can  one  say  about  Andrea  Dworkin’s 
disjointed  polemic  except,  I’m  afraid,  that  her 
anger’s  gotten  the  better  of  her.  Like  the  Stu¬ 
dents  for  a  Democratic  Society  ten  years  ago, 
outrage  has  ceased  to  be  a  point  of  departure  and 
has  instead  become  an  obsession.  As  one  who 
has  learned  much  from  her  writings,  I’m  sorry  to 
see  it  happen.  I  can  only  hope  we  don’t  witness 
another  round  of  recriminations  in  the  letters 
column. 

Otherwise,  the  symposium  was  excellent,  and  I 
just  want  to  add  a  couple  of  observations:  It  typi¬ 
fies  the  mess  with  defining  pornography  that  the 
1974  Massachusetts  Pornography  Law  is  in  itself 
pornographic!  Also,  those  who  protest  a 
wretched  flick  like  Snuff  make  a  fatal  strategic 
blunder  when  they  attempt  to  have  it  banned. 
The  picketing  three  years  ago  in  New  York  was  a 
boon  to  its  producers  —  they  could  cry  “persecu¬ 
tion,”  and  rake  it  in  at  the  box  office.  In  Boston 
we  tried  a  quieter,  more  intelligent  strategy,  as 
the  distributor  openly  hoped  for  a  similar 
ruckus.  We  deluged  Sack  Theatres  with  angry 
letters,  and  discouraged  demonstrations.  The 
film  closed  after  a  week. 

love  &  struggle, 

John  Kyper 

somewhere  en  rout  to  San  Francisco 


NEWS  EDITOR 

Gay  Community  News  is  accepting 
applications  for  the  position  of  News 
Editor.  Must  have  nerves  of  steel  and 
an  iron  constitution  as  well  as  an  affin¬ 
ity  for  poverty.  February  opening. 
Please  send  resume  to  Richard  Burns, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

NOTICE 

The  GCN  offices  will  be  closed  from 
December  23  to  January  2.  Vol.  6,  No. 
24  will  appear  on  newsstands  on  Jan¬ 
uary  7, 1979. • 


not  alone  anymore 

Dear  GCN, 

I  would  like  to  appeal  to  all  your  readers  and 
subscribers  not  to  discard  GCN  copies  after  they 
are  read.  Instead,  I  suggest  that  people  pass  them 
on  to  others  in  whatever  ingenious  way  one  may 
come  up  with. 

Personally,  I  mail  them  to  people  who  I  think 
might  be  gay,  or  I  leave  them  in  such  public 
places  as  local  campuses,  phone  booths,  shop¬ 
ping  malls,  libraries,  and  waiting  rooms  in  doc¬ 
tor’s  offices. 

Such  a  secondary  distribution  may  popularize 
your  paper,  build  our  strength,  and  consequently 
bring  us  closer  to  our  rights  and  freedom. 

Even  if  only  one  of  my  copies  helps  someone 
find  contact  with  the  gay  community,  and  makes 
him/her  feel  better,  it  will  be  worth  it.  I  myself 
was  unaware  of  the  gay  world  until  this  year, 
when  I  accidentally  found  GCN’s  address  in  the 
Boston  Phoenix. 

I  am  still  in  the  closet,  but  now  I  have  hope. 
Through  advertisements  in  your  paper  I  bought 
some  books  which  deal  with  gay  life  and  issues, 
and  I  learned  about  the  organizations  and  events 
taking  place  in  our  area.  GCN  is  my  lifeline  that 
encourages  me  to  go  on  and  helps  me  feel 
optimistic  about  my  future.  Though  still  lonely,  I 
am  not  alone  anymore.  Please  help  others  like 
me.  Expose  them  to  GCN  so  that  they  can  sub¬ 
scribe  to  it  and  enjoy  it,  too.  Thanks  for  being 
there. 

H.M. 

New  Bedford,  MA 


CORRECTION 
In  an  article  headlined  “New  York 
Movement  Begins  Work  After  Defeat 
of  Intro  384”  [GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  21], 
we  incorrectly  identified  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights  and  the  Gay  Inde¬ 
pendent  Democrats  as  Jim  Levinson. 
That  spokesperson’s  name  is,  and 
always  has  been,  Jim  Levin. 

GCN  regrets  the  error. 


Dear  Editor: 

As  a  rather  steady  reader  of  Gay  Community 
News  for  the  past  few  years  I  have  noticed  very 
little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  and  the  Chinese  (or  Asian)  com¬ 
munity  in  Boston.  The  particular  issue  I  am  in¬ 
terested  in  addressing  is  the  popularity  of  kung- 
fu  movies  and  their  impact  on  homosexuality  in 
the  Chinese  community.  I  have  long  been  aware 
of  the  strange  and  unconscious  parallel  between 
kung-fu  action  movies  and  the  gay  action  movies 
.  .  .  young  handsome  actors  .  .  .  trim  and  mus¬ 
cular  .  .  .  leaping  into  an  explosive  orgy  of 
rugged  male  action!  Here  the  cultural  defense 
mechanisms  of  denial  and  projection  are  power¬ 
ful.  The  psychodynamics  of  latent  tendency  and 
reaction  formation  in  these  fastasy  all-male  mar¬ 
tial  arts  monasteries  and  schools  are  strong. 
Patriarchical  codes  of  honor  are  stressed. 
Women  are  second-class  citizens.  Go  see  a  kung- 
fu  movie  and  see  the  young  males  in  the  audience 
squirm  in  their  seats  —  in  delightful  anticipation 
of  the  fast  action  on  the  screen.  The  homoerotic¬ 
ism  is  thinly  disguised. 

From  a  Marxist  perspective,  not  only  do  these 
escapist  movies  foster  a  sexual  fascism  in  the 
Chinese  community,  but  they  also  divert  work¬ 
ing-class  people  from  dealing  with  real-life  strug¬ 
gles  around  racial  discrimination,  poverty  and 
crime.  These  kung-fu  movies  form  an  integral 
part  of  the  cinematic  mass  entertainment  in  the 
community  along  with  tear-jerkers,  soap-operas 
and  slap-stick  comedies.  One  experienced  martial 
arts  practitioner  told  me  he  sees  at  lea^t  three  or 
four  of  these  movies  a  week  —  sometimes  he  dis¬ 
covers  to  his  surprise  during  the  middle  of  the 
movie  he  has  seen  it  before  ...  a  few  months  ago 
(opium  of  the  people?).  The  repressed  homo¬ 
sexuality  found  in  these  movies  help  to  reinforce 
the  “closet  mentality”  in  the  Chinese-American 
community,  thus  working  against  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  more  humanistic  attitude  toward  gay¬ 
ness.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Henry  Jung 

Boston,  MA 


CORRECTION 
A  typographical  error  in  last  week’s 
story  of  the  appeal  of  two  Boston 
police  officers  inadvertently  reversed 
the  meaning  of  the  paragraph.  Com¬ 
missioner  Jordan’s  attorney  appeared 
before  the  hearing  officer  to  defend  — 
not  defeat  —  the  suspensions  of  the 
officers.  GCN  apologizes  for  the 
confusion. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


A  Statement  to  the  Gay 
Liberation  Movement  on  the 
Issue  of  Man/Boy  Love 

By  David  Thorstad 

Spokesperson,  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  New  York  City 

The  man/boy  issue  remains  largely  a  taboo  subject,  even  to  many  activists  in 
the  movement  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights.  But  it  is  an  issue  that  has  taken  on 
increasing  urgency  during  the  past  few  years.  And  it  is  an  issue  that  is  here  to  stay. 

Many  young  people  and  gay  men  who  are  involved  in  cross-generational 
sexual  activity  are  also  involved  in  the  gay  liberation  movement.  Some  play  leading 
roles  in  movement  groups  and  newspapers.  All  of  them  are  keenly  aware  that  the 
gay  liberation  movement  is  fighting  not  merely  for  the  rights  of  adults  to  engage 
freely  in  homoerotic  acts,  but  also  for  the  millions  of  our  society’s  children  to 
enjoy  a  free  sexual  life.  It  is  essential  that  the  gay  liberation  movement  as  a  whole 
recognize  and  fight  for  the  rights  of  children  to  control  their  own  bodies,  free  from 
the  antisexual  restraints  now  imposed  upon  them  by  adults  and  by  the  institutions 
adults  control  —  religion,  the  state,  the  legal  profession,  the  schools,  and  the 
family.  It  is  not  enough  to  reply'to  accusations  that  gay  men  are  “child  molesters” 
by  strenuous  and  indignant  denials  —  as  the  gay  movement’s  organizations  by  and 
large  have  done.  Nor  is  it  sufficient  to  point  out  that  “child  molestation’  is  more  a 
heterosexual  phenomenon  than  a  homosexual  one.  Instead,  the  gay  movement 
should  be  making  a  few  additional  points: 

1)  The  ultimate  goal  of  the  gay  liberation  movement  is  the  achievement  of 
sexual  freedom  for  all  —  not  just  equal  rights  for  “lesbians  and  gay  men,”  but  also 
freedom  of  sexual  expression  for  young  people  and  children.  We  gain  nothing  by 
limiting  our  defense  of  homosexual  love  to  consensual  sex  between  adults.  By 
doing  so,  we  risk  cutting  ourselves  off  from  the  younger  generation  of  our  society, 
whose  interests  parallel  our  own  in  many  ways.  These  young  people  should  be 
encouraged  to  join  in  our  struggle  because  they  can  see  in  it  a  struggle  for  their  own 
rights.  These  millions  of  young  people,  who  today  lack  virtually  any  voice  in 
decisions  that  affect  their  lives,  deserve  to  inherit  from  us  a  movement  for  sexual 
freedom  with  a  wider  vision  than  the  one  that  has  evolved  in  the  first  decade  since 
Stonewall.  We  should  present  ourselves  not  merely  as  defenders  of  our  own 
personal  rights  to  privacy  and  sexual  expression,  but  as  the  champions  of  the  right 
of  all  persons  —  regardless  of  age  —  to  engage  in  the  sexuality  of  their  choice.  We 
must  recognize  homosexual  behavior  for  what  it  is  —  a  natural  potential  of  the 
human  animal.  -The  homoerotic  capabilities  of  the  human  species,  in  all  their 
wonderful  variety,  are  not  something  to  be  justified,  but  to  be  explored  and 
assimilated. 

2)  American  society  is  a  society  that  does  not  love  its  children.  Probably 
nobody  suffers  from  the  antisexuality  of  American  society  as  much  as  its  children. 
No  other  group  is  so  thoroughly  excluded  from  having  any  say-so  over  decisions 
affecting  it  as  are  children.  In  Canada,  40%  of  the  population  is  18  years  of  age  or 
younger,  yet  what  percentage  of  Canadian  cities  is  allocated  for  the  use  of 
children?  In  New  York  City,  children  are  forced  to  play  on  concrete  playgrounds 
strewn  with  broken  glass,  dogshit,  and  other  debris.  The  continuing  mass 
unemployment  and  cutbacks  in  social  services,  being  implemented  by  the  capitalist 
government  as  a  way  of  forcing  the  working  classes  to  pay  for  inflation  without 
encroaching  on  the  profits  of  the  corporations  and  other  capitalist  enterprises, 
present  millions  of  children  today  with  a  gloomy  prospect  for  their  lives  —  at-just 
the  moment  when  they  are  preparing  tp  chart  their  future.  And,  in  all  of  North 
America,  age-of-consent  laws  define  minors  as  automatic  victims,  rather  than  as 
free  agents  with  the  right  to  control  their  own  destiny.  Adolescence  is  still  turned 
into  a  period  of  turmoil  and  anguish  for  most,  instead  of  the  time  of  joyful 
discovery  that  it  ought  to  be.  Man/boy  love  relationships  are  often  not  only  a 
happy  feature  of  the  rebellion  of  youth,  and  of  its  irrepressible  search  for  self- 

'  discovery,  but  also  a  reflection  of  the  failure  of  society  to  impose  its  heterosexist 
straitjacket  on  all  of  its  members.  This  is  a  failure  which  we  should  not  only 
recognize,  but  seek  to  organize  as  a  vehicle  for  further  undermining  the 
heterosexism  and  sex-negativism  of  our  society, 

3)  At  a  time  when  abuse  of  children  by  their  parents  is  epidemic,  it  is  ironic 
that  it  is  men  who  love  boys  who  are  made  into  the  ultimate  criminal.  In  view  of  the 
facts  about  child  abuse  —  revealed  by  the  heterosexuals  themselves  —  it  is  not  only 
absurd  to  charge  gay  men  who  share  their  sexuality  with  boys  as  “child  molesters,” 
it  is  also  a  deliberate  deception  designed  to  divert  attention  away  from  the  failure 
of  the  family  institution  and  of  society  at  large  to  raise  their  children  to  be  the 
unthinking  heterosexual  robots  that  have  become  the  ideal  embraced  by  priests, 
politicians,  psychiatrists,  and  other  instruments  of  the  status  quo. 

4)  In  the  past  five  years  or  so,  the  gay  liberation  movement  has  sunk  into  a 
public  view  of  itself  as  posing  no  threat  whatever  to  the  prevailing  institutions  of 
this  society.  By  limiting  itself  to  a  turf  restricted  to  consenting  adults,  the  gay 
liberation  movement  has  not  only  unnecessarily  circumscribed  its  field  of  battle, 
but  is  actually  playing  into  the  hands  of  its  enemies  —  conservative  and  liberal.  It  is 
time  that  the  gay  movement  took  note  of  the  fact  that  victories  achieved  on  the 
basis  of  this  limited  view  of  the  struggle  for  sexual  freedom  are  themselves  limited 
and  temporary.  The  achievement  of  gay  rights  legislation  protecting  adults,  or  even 
tolerating  a  “homosexual  lifestyle”  among  adults,  is  limited  so  long  as  it  is 
predicated  on  the  assumption  that  sexual  rights  are  the  prerogative  only  of  adults. 
Those  of  us  who  are  struggling  for  gay  rights  are,  moreover,  hypocritical  if  we  limit 
our  demands  to  the  protection  of  consenting  adults.  For,  most  of  us,  given  the 
opportunity  and  the  assurance  of  safety,  would  no  doubt  also  choose  to  share  our 
sexuality  with  someone  under  the  age  of  majority.  For  most  of  us,  our  own  sexual 
experience  as  children  and  as  adults  has  been  far  too  confined  by  the  sex-negative 
restrictions  of  this  society  to  justify  our  limiting  our  demands  to  those  thought 
acceptable  to  a  frightened  status  quo. 

5)  The  new  emergence  of  the  issue  of  cross-generational  sex  is  to  be  welcomed 
because  it  has  brought  the  question  of  sex  back  into  gay  liberation.  In  recent  years, 
the  gay  movement  has  begun  to  behave  as  though  sex  had  nothing  —  or  little  —  to 


do  with  our  struggle.  But  isn’t  it  time  we  got  back  to  basics,  and  recognized  that  we 
are  oppressed  and  persecuted  not  because  our  “lifestyle”  may  differ  from  the 
unimaginative  one  approved  by  the  presumed  heterosexual  majority,  but  because 
we  engage  in  certain  kinds  of  sexual  acts  that  have  been  proclaimed  taboo  by  the 
white,  male,  capitalist,  heterosexist  dictatorship  in  which  we  have  the  misfortune 
to  live?  We  are  just  like  everybody  else  in  so  far  as  we  have  the  same  potential  that 
they  have  for  loving  someone  else,  whether  of  the  same  or  the  opposite  sex,  and 
regardless  of  age.  We  are  seeking  fundamental  human  rights  (to  a  job,  housing, 
and  accommodations  in  public  locales),  but  we  are  also  demanding  an  end  to 
persecution  based  on  our  determination  to  express  our  human  sexual  potential, 
whatever  form  it  may  take.  We  are  fighting  for  our  right  to  live  our  lives  as  we  see 
fit,  so  long  as  the  rights  of  others  are  not  violated.  We  are  seeking  to  restore  the 
right  of  freedom  of  sexual  expression  to  all  people,  not  merely  to  ourselves.  We 
want  a  society  of  variety,  not  one  of  a  uniform  dullness  and  banality.  Certainly  this 
is  a  goal  which  is  shared  by  the  gay  liberation  movement  as  a  whole. 

Gays  must  refuse  to  accept  the  narrow  parameters  laid  down  by  straight 
society,  according  to  which  our  struggle  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  needs  and 
desires  of  children.  We  should  reject  any  argument  that  would  portray  our 
championing  of  the  sexual  rights  of  children  —  as  well  as  of  adults  —  as  a  threat  to 
the  achievement  of  other  realizable  goals  of  the  gay  movement.  Our  tactics  and 
strategy  must  be  based  not  on  protecting  only  the  rights  of  members  of  our 
community  who  are  most  palatable  to  liberal  public  opinion  —  white,  middle-class 
homosexuals  who  engage  in  sex  between  adults  only  —  but  on  fighting  for  the 
rights  of  all  people,  regardless  of  sex,  color,  or  age,  to  engage  in  whatever 
consensual  sexual  acts  they  desire. 

We  are  engaged  in  a  war  between  the  forces  of  sexual  liberation  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  forces  of  sexual  repression  on  the  other.  Man/boy  love  and  cross- 
generational  sex  have  become  the  cutting  edge  of  that  war.  This  is  a  war  that 
requires  fearless  and  determined  troops.  But  it  is  a  war  that  this  society  can  win 
only  if  we  allow  it  to.  The  gay  liberation  movement  must  actively  seek  to  win  over 
the  youth  to  our  legitimate  struggle  for  sexual  freedom.  This  is  a  struggle  that 
youth  will  gladly  join  us  in  promoting  —  providing  we  do  not  place  unnecessary 
and  timid  obstacles  in  its  path. 

Repeal  all  age  of  consent  laws! 

Freedom  of  sexual  expression  for  all! 


Club  76 


UUhere  everyone  is  welcome 

—  New  Veor's  €ve  — 
party  with  us  .  .  . 

$2.00 

General  Admission 

76  Batterymarch  St.f  Boston 
542-3377 
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Boston/Boise  Interviews  ‘Victim’  Continued  from  Page  1 


the  Suffolk  County  DA’s  office 
brought  indictments  against  24  men  in 
the  alleged  ring,  the  Boston/Boise 
Committee  demanded  an  immediate 
mistrial  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Allen. 

The  Committee,  which  was  refused 
access  to  the  press  room  at  the  court¬ 
house,  also  called  on  Judge  Ford  to 
remove  himself  from  the  case,  if  a 
mistrial  is  not  declared. 

The  Committee  demanded  that  it 
meet  “with  the  jurors  to  provide  them 
with  issues  and  facts  concerning  this 
case  and  concerning  the  bias  of  prose¬ 
cutor,  judge  and  defense  attorney.” 

And  the  year-old  Committee, 
formed  in  the  wake  of  press  coverage 
of  the  original  indictments  in  the 
“Revere  case,”  demanded  “an  end  to 
these  ‘Revere’  showtrials.  The  indict¬ 
ments  were  drawn  through  forced  testi¬ 
mony  of  gay  youth  and  coerced  testi¬ 
mony  of  gay  men.” 

As  “proof”  of  the  coercion  charged, 
the  Committee  issued  the  following 
interview  which  was  presented  to 
GCN.  The  statements  were  taken  down 
in  long-hand  at  a  meeting  at  the  Old 
West  Church  in  Boston  on  Jan.  24, 
1978. 

The  Interview 

The  meeting  included  the  alleged 
“victim”  who  was  also  the  key  prose¬ 
cution  witness  in  the  Allen  trial.  He  is 
designated  here  by  the  letter  “W.” 

The  interview  was  conducted  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Reeves  (“TR”)  and  Attorney 
John  Ward  (“JW”),  both  of  the 
Boston/Boise  Committee.  According 
to  the  Committee,  the  written  tran¬ 
script  was  read  back  to  the  “Witness” 
and  was  typed  that  same  .evening,  .“It 
has  been  verified  as  true  and  valid  by 
all  persons  present  .  .  .  names  have 
been  replaced  by  designations  to  pro¬ 
tect  identities  of  third  parties,”  the 
Committee  notes. 

TR:  W,  did  you  ask  to  see  us? 

W:  Yes. 


TR:  Did  you  call  my  house  first, 
before  I  called  you? 

W:  Yes. 

TR:  Why  did  you  call  me? 

W:  I  heard  about  you  from  some 
friends  and  they  told  me  about  X  (  a 
youth  who  is  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee)  and  he  gave  me  your  number. 

TR:  Why  did  you  call? 

W:  Because  I  didn’t  want  to  hurt  Y 
(one  of  the  alleged” rapists”)  and  these 
other  men.  I  was  confused.  Can  I  just 
not  say  anhting?  Would  that  be  ok, 
legal? 

TR:  W,  I  want  to  tell  you  that  in  no 
way  do  we  want  you  to  change  your 
testimony  or  to  lie.  We  want  you  to  tell 
the  truth  and  do  what  your  own  con¬ 
science  says  is  right.  All  we  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  is  that  we  have  heard  that  some 
of  the  boys  questioned  by  police  were 
harassed  by  police  or  pressured,  and 
we  want  to  know  if  you  were.  We  are  a 
committee  —  you  attended  the  meet¬ 
ing,  so  you  know  —  set  up  to  protect 
the  civil  liberties  of  the  men  and  boys 
involved  in  these  cases,  and  we  want  to 
know  if  your  rights  were  violated  and  if 
you  need  help  of  any  kind. 

W:  I  know. 

TR:  Did  you  come  here  on  your 
own,  did  you  come  to  this  meeting 
voluntarily? 

W:  Yes,  I  wanted  to  see  what  you 
were  doing. 

TR:  OK,  how  often  did  the  police 
question  you? 

W:  It’s  been  so  long,  I  can’t  even 
remember. 

TR:  When  were  you  first  questioned? 

W:  Last  summer. 

TR:  Who  was  with  you? 

%W:  The  first  tirrte  my  .friend,  Jbest 
'friend,  Z,  carnb  With  his  father,  who  is 
an  MDC  Policeman  [Z  is  also  a  witness 
in  the  Allen  trial],  and  they  said  I  HAD 
to  go  down  and  talk  to  the  police,  that 
the  police  knew  everything,  and  that  I 
could  get  in  trouble.  I  didn’t  want  then 
to  go,  but  they  said  I  had  to.  So  we 


went  downtown  and  we  talked  to  them. 

TR:  What  did  the  police  say? 

W:  They  said  they  already  knew 
everything  so  I  might  as  well  talk,  and 
they  said  they  had  photos  and  every¬ 
thing. 

TR:  Of  you  and  the  men  having  sex? 

W:  That’s  what  I  thought  they 
meant,  but  when  I  saw  the  photo  it  was 
just  me  and  me  and  Z. 

TR:  Were  there  any  photos  of  you  or 
other  boys  having  sex  with  the  men  or 
with  any  adult  men? 

W:  No,  just  photos  of  me  alone, 
other  boys  alone  naked.  And  the  cops 
said  they  wouldn’t  tell  anybody,  but 
they  lied  to  me.  I  found  out  in  the 
streets  that  the  cops  went  around  and 
showed  my  picture  to  all  the  kids  and 
told  them  I  was  involved  and  like  that, 
and  so  I  couldn’t  go  back  to  school,  I 
couldn’t  go  back  home,  I  couldn’t  go 
back  to  my  neighborhood.  You  know 
the  worst  things  in  my  life  have  hap¬ 
pened  to  me  because  of  the  police  and 
that,  and  now  they  have  me  in  deten¬ 
tion  so  I  can’t  go  anywhere,  can’t  see 
anybody,  and  they  will  lock  me  in  at 
that  place  tomorrow  so  I  can’t,  and 
they  told  me  not  to  go  to  Revere,  my 
own  home  town.  And  they  said  they 
wouldn’t  tell  my  mother,  but  they  lied. 
They  told  her,  and  now  she  won’t 
speak  to  me  and  she  thinks  I  got  my 
little  brother  in  trouble.  Now  they  say 
they  will  send  me  to  hairdressing 
school,  but  how  do  I  know?  Listen, 
can  I  just  refuse  to  say  anything?  Can  I 
like  say  that  I  refuse  to  answer  on  the 
grounds  it  might  discriminate  me? 

TR:  I  think  so,  W,  I  would  think  you 
have  a  right  to  remain  silent  if  that  is 
wjiat  you  want  to  do.  You  do  have 
rights,  and  what  you  need  is  a  lawyer 
of  your  own  who  can  advise  you  of 
your  rights. 

W:  Can  they  publish,  my  name?  Like 
you  already  knew  my  name  before  I 
called  and  they  promised  no  one  would 
know  my  name.  How  did  you  get  it? 


TR:  I  first  heard  your  name  from  an 
attorney  when  the  D.A.  released  the 
names  of  the  boys  in  court  last  week. 

W:  See,  that’s  how  they  lied.  Can 
they  print  my  name  in  the  newspaper? 

TR:  Again,  I  don’t  know,  but  they 
may  be  able  to  since  you  are  now  16, 
but  that  is  something  else  you  need  to 
talk  to  your  lawyer  about.  I  can  prom¬ 
ise  you  we  will  not  give  your  name  to 
the  press  or  let  anybody  print  your 
name  if  you  don’t  want  it.  But  you 
need  to  ask  a  lawyer  about  that. 

W:  Can  you  [indicating  Atty.  Ward] 
be  my  lawyer? 

TR:  I  don’t  think  that  would  be 
proper,  I  think  you  should  get  another 
lawyer  who  would  really  represent 
YOU  and  tell  you  your  rights  and  what 
is  best  for  you. 

JW:  I  can  recommend  a  lawyer  and  I 
can  call  him  tomorrow  and  tell  him  you 
might  call  him.  His  name  is  Q,  and  he 
is  not  connected  with  this  case,  but  he 
knows  the  law  and  Fifth  Amendment 
rights  and  he  might  help  you. 

W:  What  is  his  number? 

JW:  [Gives  Q’s  number.] 

TR:  Now,  I  want  you  to  know  that 
all  we  want  is  for  you  to  be  represented 
and  have  your  rights  respected.  Have 
police  questioned  you  other  times? 

W:  They  picked  us  up  on  the  street 
and  they  questioned  us  maybe  two, 
three  other  times.  But  what  I  told  them 
was  that  these  men  had  been  like  coun¬ 
selors  to  me,  they  helped  me,  they 
loved  me,  and  I  love  [defendant],  I 
don’t  want  to  hurt  them.  I  want  to 
help.  They  didn’t  do  anything  to  me, 
and  I  told  the  detectives  that.  I  knew 
what  I  was  doing.  Whatever  I  did  I 
did  because  I  wanted  Jo.  ,v ... 

TR:  Were  any  pimps  involved  or  any 
sex  ring  or  any  violence? 

W:  No,  none  of  those  things.  It’s  all 
a  bunch  of  bullshit.  I’m  gay,  and  I 
want  my  own  life  and  I  just  want .  .  . 

TR:  Did  you  tell  police  you  were  gay? 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Boston/Boise 

W:  I  don’t  know,  they  confused  me, 
and  I  don’t  know  what  I  said. 

TR:  Did  police  pressure  you?  Did 
you  feel  pressured? 

W:  Yeah,  I  thought  I  had  to  say 
what  I  said  or  I  could  get  in  trouble. 

TR:  Did  they  tell  you  you  were  guilty 
of  a  crime? 

W:  No,  but  that’s  what  I  felt  like. 
They  said  I  was  the  victim  and  I  had  to 
talk. 

TR:  Do  you  feel  like  a  victim? 

W:  Now  I  do.  The  police,  they  made 
me  a  victim. 

TR:  Did  you  see  a  psychiatrist? 

W:  Yes.  All  he  did  was  ask  me  all 
these  questions  about  what  I  did  and 
how  I  felt.  He  talked  mostly  and  I 
didn’t  talk  much.  I  told  him  I  had  feel¬ 
ings  about  these  men  going  away  for  a 
long  time,  and  I  told  him  J  loved  Y  [an¬ 
other  defendant]  and  I  told  him  the 
men  hadn’t  hurt  me  or  done  anything 
wrong. 

TR:  Do  you  think  he  helped  you? 

W:  No,  he  sure  didn’t.  I  didn’t  want 
to  see  him.  They  made  me. 

TR:  Do  you  think  you  would  like  to 
see  another  counselor  or  psychologist? 

W:  Maybe,  I  don’t  know.  Yeah,  if 
he  could  help  me  think  straight. 

TR:  We  can  let  you  see  Dr.  P  [a 
psychiatrist  and  professor  of  psychi¬ 
atry]  whom  you  heard  at  our  meeting, 
or  someone  else. 

W:  But  they  won’t  let  me  see 
anyone.  They  won’t  let  me  see  a  lawyer 
and  you  don’t  know  how  it  is.  They 
have  these  group  sessions  and  they 
make  you  feel  guilty  and  they  make 
you  talk  about  everything.  You  don’t 
know  how  it  is. 

TR:  Do  you  want  me  to  call  DARE 
house  and  ask  for  permission  for  you 
to  see  a  lawyer  —  I’m  sure  they  will  let 
you. 

W:  Yeah. 


Continued  from  Page  6 

TR:  What  is  the  name  I  should  call? 

W:  Don  Vest. 

TR:  And  you  want  me  to  call  him 
and  ask  him  to  let  you  see  a  lawyer, 
Mr.  Q,  and  ask  them  not  to  pressure 
you  to  talk  about  these  things  to  them 
or  in  front  of  others? 

W:  Would  you  do  that  and  could 
you  call  my  mother  and  let  her  know  I 
love  her  and  want  to  come  home  and 
that  I  haven’t  liked  any  of  the  places  I 
have  been. 

TR:  Yes,  I’ll  do  that.  What  is  the 
number? 

[The  only  remaining  statements  con¬ 
cerned  another  state  witness  and  other 
defendants  not  involved  in  the  Allen 
case.] 

Committee  Follows-Up 

According  to  the  Boston/Boise 
Committee,  Dr.  Reeves  called  Vest  and 
the  “victim’s”  mother  as  requested. 
“W”  called  Reeves  twice  during  the 
next  two  days  and  also  called  another 
attorney  (“Q”),  according  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Two  days  after  a  meeting  with  that 
attorney,  the  Committee  says  “W” 
called  Boston/Boise  committee 
member  Reeves  to  “say  that  the  Assist¬ 
ant  District  Attorney  [Thomas  Dwyer] 
and  two  others  had  questioned  him  at 
DARE  House  Kenmore  Square  for  two 
hours  and  had  “grounded”  him  for 
one  month  because  he  had  come  to  the 
Boston/Boise  Committee  meeting.” 

The  Committee  also  told  GCN :  “W 
told  Reeves  that  the  officers  told  him 
he  could  be  arrested  for  talking  with 
the  Committee  and  for  perjury.  He 
told  Reeves  that  Dwyer  told  W  that 
Atty.  Q  was‘‘queer”and  a“kook”and 
that  the  District  Attorney’s  office 
would  provide  W  with  a  lawyer.  Atty. 
Q  attempted  to  talk  privately  with  W, 
but  was  unable  to  do  so.  ” 
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I  Must  Remind  You  That  It’s  Winter 

I  must  remind  you  that  it’s  winter, 
the  season  when  things  will  die. 

Love  has  never  been  there, 

just  a  fondness 

with  an  unsure  source. 

You  brought  along  too  much 
too  fast, 

feelings  that  our  relationship 
was  too  young  to  grasp 
situations  too  draining  to  touch. 

Do  not  be  remorseful. 

Some  things  wither  and  fade, 
whole  others  end  abruptly. 

I  must  remind  you  that  it’s  winter, 
the  season  when  things  will  die. 

But  with  the  passing  of  winter, 

Spring  arrives; 

drawing  new  energies  and  lives. 

By  Pat.  M.  Kuras 


writing  to  a  friend  to  ask  myself  2  questions 

if  when  you  get  up  in  the  morning  you 
don’t  want  to  go  to  work  even  for  twenty 
thousand  a  year  if  you  know  that’s  not 
enough  to  send  two  kids  to  school  & 
a  wife  to  a  shrink  &  pay  the  mortgage 
&  you  don’t  even  own  a  car  or  know 
how  to  drive 

if  when  work  is  over 
you  do  not  want  to  come  home  to  snap 
at  the  kids  or  bark  at  the  cat  or 
make  love  any  more  at  night  &  all 
the  old  bars  are  closed 

you  suspect 

that  the  problems  of  the  middle  class 
are  not  really  interesting  but  they  are 
nevertheless  your  problems  tragedy 
has  never  been  your  milieu  but  here  it  is: 
the  kids  are  getting  older  but  they 
aren’t  old  enough  &  you’re  getting  older 
&  you  drink  more  now  because  you  want 
to  forget  what  you  wake  up  remembering 
every  morning 

&  you  count  your  blessings 
like  obligations:  job  wife  two 
children  one  magazine  the  mortgage 
your  self  turn  them  upside  down  until 
you  find  yourself  no  longer  on  the 
bottom  &  start  from  there: 


Gay  Poets  Gre 


the  jelly  fish 

in  bed  she  lingers 
exposed 

as  a  jellyfish  turned  to  the  sun 
waiting 

to  see  if  the  tide  will  recede. 

“it’s  all  right, 

you  go  on,”  she  murmurs 

closing  her  eyes  slowly 

again  against  the  pain  of  being  left 

inert, 

prepared  to  wait  it  out. 

her  lover  after  a  moment’s  confusion 

a  month,  a  year 

what  does  it  matter 

in  the  face  of 

such  endurance 

can  only  oblige. 

By  Nancer  Ballard 


Love  Song  To  The  Possessive  Pronoun:  Yoi 

Your  hands  disturb  my  nights; 

they  dangle  delicate  bones 

over  arms  of  the  speaking  rattan  chair; 

somehow  don’t  quite  fit 

their  row  of  acolites 

bearing  the  eclair  to  your  mouth! 

Thumbs  in  clay  eat  their  prints 
pressing  your  lips  flat  and  fat 
(glazed  ivory  over  pink  marble) 
into  a  bed  for  tomorrow’s  kiss. 

Romance,  Romantic: 

twisted  spaghetti  pink  neon  signs 

hang  over  my  desk  blinking 

every  five  seconds:  signs  a  clue  to  hunger. 

My  appetite  for  you 

is  my  chest  contracting. 

Imperfect,  incomplete 
my  true  appetite 
for  the  clean  up  service 
words  must  complete. 

Portraiture  is  a  lost  cause; 
all  I  call  to  light  is  myself. 

Love  song  to  the  possessive  pronoun:  Your 
You  no  one  knows  but  me  today. 
Tomorrow  I  tattoo 
your  picture  on  my  foreskin. 

B y  Sal  Farinella 


what  do  you  want  now? 
what  will  you  do  to  get  it? 

By  Ron  Schreiber  (from  False  Clues,  Calamus  Books,  1977) 


Combat  Veterans 

for  Michael 

You’ve  been  briefly  away;  I  had  my  wen 
removed  yesterday.  Solicitous  ex-Navy  medic, 
you  volunteer  bandages,  sponges,  alcohol  baths, 
and  I  repeat  what  it  is  so  hard  for  me 
to  know  I  really  mean:  “I  missed  you.” 

You  respond:  “I  missed  you,  too.” 

Again,  my  scepticism  gets  the  better  of  me: 
“You’re  saying  that  because  I  just  did.” 

Then  you  remind  me  that  about  feelings 
you  don’t  say  what  you  aren’t  sure  you  feel. 
Cynical  about  America  after  your  Viet  Nam  stint, 
you  still  believe  unbelievably  in  love. 

Boston  based  but  battle  scarred,  I  seem 
to  need  all  your  basic  healing  training. 

By  Rudy  Kikel 


A  Spock  Child 

On  the  middle  of  the  lawn 

you  stooped  to  a  budding  weed, 

sharp  pronged  puller  in  hand, 

while  my  arms  danced  awkwardly  with  color 

grew  and  sprang  into  the  air 

tipped  by  the  quivering  blossoms 

of  the  Pom  Poms  I’d  made. 

“Boys  don’t,”  you  said, 

and  I  told  you  in  shivering  defiance: 

“All  of  them  do  it 
for  every  game.” 

I  lied — for  life. 

And  you,  your  eyes  tensed, 
shifting  between  me 
and  the  uprooting  of  a  weed, 
didn’t  call  me  on  it. 

By  T.  Claussen 
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A  History  of  Human  Affection 
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E.  M.  FORSTER:  A  LIFE 

By  P.  N.  Furbank. 

Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich 
New  York  and  London,  $19.95. 


Reviewed  by  Neil  Miller 


Virginia  Woolf  once  wrote 
that  E.  M.  Forster  resembled 
“a  vaguely  rambling  butter¬ 
fly.”  According  to  P.  N.  Fur- 
bank  in  this  first  full-scale 
biography  of  Forster,  Woolf 
‘‘like  his  [Forster’s]  direct  way 
of  explaining  things:  how  he 
had  only  26  pounds  in  the 
bank  and  would  come  to  stay 
with  her  and  Leonard  in 
Sussex  if  they  paid  his  fare; 
how  he  hated  [Robert  Louis] 
Stevenson;  how  he  made  up 
his  novels  as  he  went  along.  .  .  . 
She  felt  there  was  a  lot  to  say 
about  him,  though  she  didn’t 
yet  know  how  to  say  it.” 

Edward  Morgan  Forster, 
probably  the  greatest  gay  male 
novelist  who  wrote  in  English 
in  this  century,  was  born  in 
1879  and  died  in  1970.  At  his 
death,  he  left  behind  five  pub¬ 
lished  novels  (two  of  them, 
Howard’s  End  and  A  Passage 
to  India,  can  be  described  as 
masterpieces)  and  one  unpub¬ 
lished  novel  ( Maurice ,  his  only 
homosexual  novel).  However, 
in  the  last  50  years  of  his  life 
he  abandoned  the  novel  em 
tirely,  writing  biographies, 
essays,  and  a  few  short  stories. 
He  lived  with  his  mother  until 
she  died  at  age  90  (he  was  66) 
and  chose  a  life  ‘‘full  of  aunts 
and  tea-parties  and  little  jokes 
and  chocolate  hares.”  He 
numbered  among  his  closest 
friends  literary  figures  like  the 
Woolfs,  D.  H.  and  T-.  E.  Law¬ 
rence,  Christopher  Isherwood, 
and  J.  R.  Ackerley.  In  his  later 
years  he  became  a  symbol  of 
British  liberalism  and  was  a 
great  crusader  for  civil  liber¬ 
ties. 

He  believed  that  ‘‘the  true 
history  of  the  human  race  was 
the  history  of  human  affec¬ 
tion.”  Although  he  realized  at 
a  young  age  that  he  was  gay, 
he  never  had  a  sexual  experi¬ 
ence  until  he  was  38.  The 
major  emotional  relationship 
of  his  life  (besides  that  with  his 
mother)  was  with  an  English 
policeman  who  later  denied 
ever  having  had  sexual  rela¬ 
tions  with  Forster  or  even 
knowing  that  he  was  gay. 

There  is  a  lot  to  say  about 
this  beloved  and  curious  man 
but  the  ‘‘vaguely  rambling 
butterfly”  gets  away.  Late  in 
his  life,  Forster  asked  Furbank 
to  be  his  biographer,  opening 
up  his  letters  and  notebooks  to 
him.  Furbank  has  written  a 
useful,  intelligent  biography 
that  is  full  of  facts,  events,  and 
personalities.  The  biographer 
has  wisely  avoided  psychologi¬ 
cal  and  literary  analyses.  We 
are  spared  speculations  about 
Forster’s  close  relationship 
with  his  mother  and  possible 
effects  of  a  childhood  spent 
almost  exclusively  among 
women,  as  well  as  distracting 
evaluations  of  the  novels  and 


stories.  Still,  there  are  a 
number  of  questions  and 
connections  one  wishes 
Furbank  had  examined  —  for 
instance,  what  led  Forster  to 
write  works  that  so  often  dealt 
with  visionary  experiences  or 
why  did  Forster  have  an  exclu¬ 
sive  preference  for  working- 
class  men.  The  outer  life  is 
there  but  the  inner  life  still 
eludes. 

Much  of  the  early  part  of 
the  biography,  with  its 
descriptions  of  visits  to 
relatives  and  of  English  ladies 
in  Italian  pensiones  is  often 
tedious.  However,  the  book 
becomes  more  interesting 
when  Furbank  writes  of  For¬ 
ster’s  travels  to  Egypt  and 
India,  and  of  his  love  life.  The 
author  is  open,  unapologetic, 
and  not  in  the  least 
uncomfortable  with  Forster’s 
homosexuality.  In  fact,  al¬ 
though  one  would  hardly 


expect  the  life  of  a  man  who 
never  had  sex  until  he  was  38, 
and  not  a  huge  amount  after 
that,  to  be  described  as  bawdy. 
Furbank’s  account  of  For¬ 
ster’s  sexual  misadventures  at 
the  court  of  the  Maharaja  of 
the  Indian  state  of  Dewas 
Senior  (where  Forster  served 
as  royal  adviser  for  a  time)  is 
exactly  that. 

While  Forster  had  no  sexual 
relationships  in  his  teens  and 
twenties,  he  did  have  two  key 
emotional  relationships,  one 
with  Cambridge  classmate  H. 
O.  Meredith  (on  whom  he 
modeled  the  character  of  Clive 
in  his  novel  Maurice)  and  the 
other  with  Syed  Ross  Masood 
which  was  the  basis  for  Dr. 
Aziz  in  A  Passage  to  India). 
‘‘However  gross  my  desires,  I 
find  I  shall  never  satisfy  them 
for  fear  of  annoying  others,” 
he  wrote  and  his  well-docu¬ 
mented  shyness  may  explain 


why  he  seemed  to  content 
himself  with  non-sexual  rela¬ 
tionships.  In  addition,  there 
was  his  own  belief  that  he  was 
physically  undesirable. 

‘‘Famous,  wealthy,  miserable, 
physically  ugly  —  red  nose 
enormous,  round  patch  in  the 
middle  of  scalp,”  he  wrote  of 
himself  in  1925,  shortly  after 
the  success  of  A  Passage  to 
India. 

When  he  did  develop  sexual 
relationships,  as  in  his  novels, 
he  crossed  class  and  cultural 
lines.  It  was  with  an  Egyptian 
tram  conductor,  Mohammed 
el  Adi,  in  Alexandria  during 
World  War  I  that  he  had  his 
first  physical  and  emotional 
affair,  and  Furbank  writes  of 
this  relationship  with  sensitiv¬ 
ity.  ‘‘It  is  awful  to  think  of  the 
thousands  who  go  through 
youth  without  ever  knowing,” 
Forster  wrote  a  friend  shortly 
afterwards.  “I  have  known  in 


a  way  before,  but  never  like 
this.  My  luck  has  been  amaz¬ 
ing.”  Although  Mohammed 
soon  married  and  Forster  left 
Alexandria  at  the  war’s  end, 
Forster  remained  in  close 
contact  with  him,  sending  him 
money,  and  meeting  him  in 
Egypt  on  his  way  back  from 
his  Indian  sojourn.  Moham¬ 
med’s  internment  by  British 
authorities  during  anti-British 
unrest  in  Egypt  shortly  after 
the  war  gave  Forster  an  anti¬ 
colonialist  perspective  which 
influenced  A  Passage  to  India. 

Mohammed  sent  Forster  a 
ring  which  the  author  put  on 
once  a  day  for  a  time  after 
Mohammed’s  death  in  1922. 
Forster  describes  a  touching 
last  glimpse  of  his  dying  lover. 
‘‘He  is  asleep  now  —  tried  to 
read  the  proofs  of  my  Alex¬ 
andrian  book  with  excellent 
effect.  Now  and  then  I  shoo 
the  flies  off  his  face  which  is 
unaltered  and  a  very  nice  one. 
You  wouldn’t  know  he  is  ill. 

.  .  .  Feel  very  fit  and  damned 
competent.” 

The  other  major  love  rela¬ 
tionship  of  Forster’s  life  —  his 
affair  with  London  policeman 
Bob  Buckingham  —  may  not 
have  been  a  sexual  one,  al¬ 
though  Forster’s  friends  cer¬ 
tainly  believed  it  was.  Forster 
first  met  Buckingham  when  he 
was  51  and  Buckingham  was 
28.  He  believed  at  the  time 
that  he  had  finally  found  a 
lasting  relationship.  “Happi¬ 
ness.  I  have  been  happy  for 
two  years,”  he  wrote.  “From 
51  to  53  I  have  been  happy, 
and  would  like  to  remind 
others  that  their  turn  will  come 
too.”  However,  Buckingham, 
like  Mohammed,  soon 
married  and,  after  a  period  of 
initial  strain  in  which  his  new 
wife,  May,  and  Forster  fought 
over  Buckingham,  an  ami¬ 
cable  arrangement  was  worked 
out  that  lasted  for  the  rest  of 
Forster’s  life.  He  ended  up 
being  very  close  to  both  of 
them.  When  Forster  was  in  his 
80s  and  believed  he  was  dying, 
he  spoke  to  Buckingham  of  his 
love.  Buckingham  related  the 
incident  to  his  wife  “in  tones 
of  consternation.”  Furbank 
writes,  “he  told  her  he  had 
never  known  of  these  feelings 
of  Forster’s.  Indeed  he  said, 
somewhat  implausibly,  that  he 
had  never  known  that  Forster 
was  homosexual.”  Bucking¬ 
ham  cooled  to  Forster  for  a 
time  after  this  incident,  but  his 
wife  took  Forster’s  side  and 
saved  the  relationship. 

While  Forster  was  very  open 
with  his  friends  about  his 
gayness  and  certainly  travelled 
in  gay  circles,  he  was  never 
public  about  it.  He  did  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  ban  on 
Radcliffe  Hall’s  lesbian  novel. 
The  Well  of  Loneliness,  in  the 
’20s  and,  in  the  early  ’50s,  ex¬ 
changed  letters  with  Liberal 
Party  leader  Viscount  Samuel 
in  which  he  urged  the  liberal¬ 
ization  of  Britain’s  anti-gay 
laws.  His  gay  novel,  Maurice , 
on  which  he  spent  a  whole 
year’s  work,  was  circulated 
Continued  on  Page  4 
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The  Old  Poet  of  the  City 


HOMAGE  TO  CAVAFY 

By  Duane  Michals. 

Illustrated.  Addison  House,  Danbury,  N.H. 

Reviewed  by  Richard  Burns 


The  two  themes  which  dominate  the  poetry  of 
C.P.  Cavafy  (1863-1933)  are  Hellenic  history  and 
homosexual  eroticism.  Although  his  work  was  first 
introduced  to  the  English-speaking  world  by  E.M. 
Forster  during  the  First  World  War,  due  to  the  lack 
of  good  translations  and  the  forbidden  nature  of  his 
subject  matter,  it  is  only  recently  that  the  poet  has 
become  well-known. 

Named  “the  old  Greek  poet”  in  Lawrence  Dur- 
rell’s  Alexandria  Quartet,  Cavafy  spent  his  adult  life 
in  Alexandria  as  a  clerk  in  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Works.  He  was  raised  in  Britain  and  Greece  in  a  state 
of  genteel  poverty.  Though  his  period  of  creativity 
spanned  some  forty  years,  Cavafy  never  produced  a 
volume  in  his  lifetime.  Instead,  he  privately  printed 
pamphlets  containing  small  collections  of  his  poems 
and  distributed  them  to  friends.  The  present  collec¬ 
tion,  containing  ten  poems  and  appearing  in  a  small 
press  edition,  is  in  keeping  with  the  tradition  Cavafy 
established  for  his  work. 

Duane  Michals  has  assembled  ten  of  Cavafy’s 
erotic  poems  and  interspersed  among  them  ten  of 
his  photographs.  The  photographs,  each  with  a  cap¬ 
tion,  are  intended  to  complement  the  poems.  Despite 
Michals’  disclaimer  that  the  pictures  do  not  illustrate 
Cavafy’s  poetry,  but  are  separate  and  sympathetic, 
they  do  indeed  evoke  from  their  audience  the  same 
pathos  and  sense  of  the  sexually  unattainable  which 
Cavafy  creates. 

As  philosophical  as  they  are  erotic,  these  poems 
are  imbued  with  a  stoicism  which  leads  the  reader  to 
the  conclusion  that  each  man’s  fate  is  predetermined 
and  not  subject  to  his  control.  The  individual  will 
fails  in  the  face  of  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and  the 
power  of  the  night: 

Half  An  Hour 

1  never  had  you,  nor  I  suppose 

will  I  ever  have  you.  A  few  words,  an  approach, 

as  in  the  bar  yesterday  —  nothing  more. 

It’s  sad,  1  admit.  But  we  who  serve  Art, 
sometimes  with  the  mind’s  intensity 
can  create  pleasure  that  seems  almost  physical  — 
but  of  course  only  for  a  short  time. 

That’s  how  in  the  bar  yesterday  — 
mercifully  helped  by  alcohol  — 

1  had  half  an  hour  that  was  totally  erotic. 

And  I  think  you  understood  this 
and  stayed  slightly  longer  on  purpose. 

That  too  was  very  necessary. 

Because  with  all  the  imagination, 
all  the  magic  alcohol, 

I  needed  to  see  your  lips  as  well, 
needed  your  body  near  me. 

Each  poem  presents  the  conflict  between 
people’s  dreams  and  illusions  and  their  reality.  The 
lies,  both  personal  and  cultural,  which  enable  people 
to  cope  with  frustration  and  the  loss  of  meaning,  are 


stripped  away,  leaving  harsh  honesty.  Despair,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  the  conclusion;  rather.it  is  stoic  resigna¬ 
tion  to  the  role  which  life  has  assigned. 

What  sets  Cavafy  apart  from  other  poets  of  his 
age  (and  sexual  orientation)  is  that  he  does  not 
spiritualize  or  intellectualize  homosexuality,  but  in¬ 
stead  accepts  and  celebrates  the  actual  physical  at¬ 
traction.  The  tension  in  each  poem  is  created  by  ur¬ 
gent  yearning  for  physical  sexual  satisfaction.  Rather 
than  attempting  to  deny  or  suppress  the  sexual  as 
though  it  were  a  source  of  shame  or  a  form  of  de¬ 
pravity,  Cavafy  leads  us  to  accept  it  as  our  reality. 

Duane  Michals,  a  pioneer  of  the  sequential 
photographic  narrative,  is  a  dramatist  of  the  same 
sort  as  Cavafy.  Each  photograph  suggests  a  story, 
captured  in  an  image  at  a  turning  point.  In  his  por¬ 
trayal  of  a  chance  contact  or  momentary  meeting,  we 
see  the  germ  of  a  relationship,  the  wistful  possibility 
of  what  might  have  been,  and  the  squandering  of  op¬ 
portunity. 

Michals’  eroticism  is  implied  in  the  tension  and 
restraint  between  two  men  rather  than  in  the  explicit¬ 
ly  sexual.  Many  of  the  figures  in  the  photographs  are 
naked  or  half-dressed,  stripped  of  the  accoutrements 
(and  lies)  which  defend  us  from  desolation  in  every¬ 
day  life,  the  better  to  confront  death  or  self¬ 
revelation. 

The  interaction  of  the  photographs  and  poems 
create  something  new,  certainly  different  from  the 
sum  of  the  parts.  Each  poem  and  its  corresponding 
photograph  create  a  context  for  one  another,  both 
focusing  and  limiting  the  scope  of  the  drama  taking 
place. 

A  new  tension  is  created  by  the  interaction  of 
one  medium  with  another,  at  the  same  time  relieving 
each  of  its  narrative  burden,  resulting  in  a  new 
poetry. 

Union  Maids 

GETTING  STRONGER:  WOMEN 
WORKERS  ORGANIZE  THE 
ABORTION  CLINICS 

112  pp.  Red  Sun  Press,  Cambridge,  Mass.  S3. 00. 

Reviewed  by  Caryl  -  Rose 


The  stated  purpose  of  this  pamphlet  is  to  “be  use¬ 
ful  to  other  health  care  workers  who  are  engaged  in  the 
difficult  task  of  union  organizing.”  Most  of  the  pam¬ 
phlet  was  written  by  women  health  care  workers  from 
two  Boston  area  clinics,  Preterm  and  Charles  Circle. 
Both  groups  began  their  union  drives  with  almost  no 
previous  union  experience.  They  learned  while  they  or¬ 
ganized,  apparently  learning  as  often  through  error  and 
omission  as  through  union  guidance  and  solidarity.  In 
telling  the  story  of  their  education  in  unionizing  and 

Continued  on  Page  6 


Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  December 


•  Page  3 


Navy  Blues 


GET  OFF  MY  SHIP:  ENSIGN  BERG 
VS.  THE  U.S.  NAVY 

By  E.  Lawrence  Gibson. 

385 pp.  Illustrated.  Avon  Books,  New  York,  $15.00. 

Reviewed  by  Bill  Mulkern 

Followers  of  gay-related  news  may  recall  the 
military  purges  of  a  couple  of  years  ago  when  several 
lesbians  and  gay  men  vowed,  for  the  first  time  ever, 
to  fight  their  ouster  from  the  armed  forces.  All 
failed,  and  all  but  Leonard  Matlovich  sank  back  into 
obscurity. 

I  remember  thinking  that  the  Pentagon  must  be 
going  through  a  phase  analogous  to  those  exercises  in 
moral  self-righteousness  that  so  trouble  our  politi¬ 
cians  in  election  years,  and  that  soon,  the  point 
made,  the  furor  would  die  down  and  things  would 
settle  into  business  as  usual.  What  I  did  not  know 
then  was  that  those  few  courageous  gays  represented 
the  veritable  tip  of  an  iceberg,  and  that  “business  as 
usual”  consists  of  the  routine  discharge  from  the 
armed  forces  of  an  average  of  2000  homosexuals 
every  year. 

You  never  hear  about  most  of  these  cases  be¬ 
cause  those  discharged  don’t  make  a  squawk.  Con¬ 
testing  a  discharge  means,  for  one  thing,  coming  out 
very  publicly,  and  for  another,  playing  a  game  by  the 
enemy’s  rules.  To  all  but  the  most  committed,  it’s  not 
worth  the  fuss.  The  outcome  is  predictable,  anyway. 
A  few,  however, havesuch  motivations  as  honor,  dig¬ 
nity,  the  desire  to  see  justice  done,  and  the  hope  that 
reason  will  prevail. 

It  helps  to  have  an  outstanding  service  record. 
One  of  the  few  able  to  meet  the  standards  of  the  ideal 
test  case  was  Ensign  E.  Berg  of  the  Navy.  In  1975,  he 
and  his  lover,  E.  Lawrence  Gibson,  a  civilian,  were 
quietly  living  together  in  Gaeta,  Italy.  Berg  was  As¬ 
sistant  Public  Affairs  Officer,  and  Gibson  a  teacher 
on  board  the  U.S.S.  Little  Rock.  Berg  was  closeted, 
in  the  sense  of  not  being  out  to  family  or  friends,  and 
certainly  not  at  work. 

However,  someone  found  out.  One  morning  in 
July,  both  men  routinely  reported  for  work  aboard 
ship,  only  to  find  themselves  held  for  questioning 
and  separately  interrogated  by  agents  of  the  Naval 
Investigative  Service.  Berg  admitted  to  being  a  homo¬ 
sexual.  Gibson  was  immediately  dismissed  from  his 
teaching  job,  but  Berg,  paradoxically,  was  temporar¬ 
ily  retained,  and  even  given  a  Top  Secret  security 
clearance.  He  decided,  nevertheless,  to  resign,  “for 
the  good  of  the  service.” 

Ensign  Berg  would  then  have  become  another 
statistic  were  it  not  for  the  (perhaps)  accidental  theft 
of  his  service  record  and  other  important  papers. 
Without  those  papers,  the  government  refused  to  pay 
him  his  salary.  This  act  of  petty  bureaucratic  malice 
gave  Berg  the  time  and  incentive  to  retract  his  resig¬ 
nation  and  ask  for  a  hearing. 

The  government  granted  the  request,  but  it  be¬ 
came  clear  at  once  that  the  Navy  had  no  intention  of 


CAMEOS:  12  SMALL  PRESS 
WOMEN  POETS 

Edited  by  Felice  Newman. 

167 pp.  The  Crossing  Press,  $4.95. 

Reviewed  by  Peg  Cruikshank 


This  is  a  fine  anthology,  not  a  hodge  podge,  as 
anthologies  often  are,  but  a  real  book.  Cameos  is 
beautifully  designed.  Each  writer  is  represented  by  a 
photograph,  a  clear  personal  statement,  and  several 
poems.  The  women  present  themselves  in  a  direct, 
straightforward  way  which  is  very  appealing.  Nearly  all 
avoid  the  self-consciously  arty  poses  of  The  Poet. 

The  contributors  are  Mary  Winfrey,  Miriam 
Dyak,  Beverly  Tanenhaus,  Kate  Ellen  Braverman,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Gilbert,  Susan  North,  Rachael  Maines,  Dona 
Stein,  Elizabeth  Keeler,  Alexandra  Grilikhes,  Maxine 
Shaw,  and  Jan  Clausen. 

Cameos  reflects  the  influence  of  the  feminist 
movement  with  its  poems  about  mothers,  grand¬ 
mothers,  aunts,  and  sisters,  as  well  as  lovers,  including 
women  lovers.  When  poems  about  loving  women  are 
interspersed  with  poems  on  many  other  subjects,  the 
naturalness  of  our  experience  can  be  taken  for  granted. 

Most  of  the  poems  in  this  collection  come  directly 
from  personal  experience  and  many  deal  with  the  poet’s 
identity.  Several  are  about  women  in  history.  Although 
the  poetry  is  not  obscure,  I  occasionally  felt  as  if  I  were 


seeing  justice  done,  but  instead  of  making  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  impudent  faggot.  They  began  by  appoint¬ 
ing  homophobic  counsel  for  Berg.  It  was  explained  to 
the  presiding  board  members  of  the  discharge  hear¬ 
ing  that  there  is  not  a  strict  requirement  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  be  separated  from  the  Navy,  and  that  they 
had  the  legal  discretion  to  retain  a  homosexual. 
There  were  strongly  worded  recommendations  that 
gays  be  given  the  heave-ho,  but  no  rule.  At  least,  not 
since  the  little-know  1974  court  case,  United  States 
vs.  Champagne.  Nevertheless,  the  board  members 
steadfastly  maintained  their  predisposition  to  dis¬ 
charge  any  homosexual,  no  matter  what  the  circum¬ 
stances. 

This  was  the  prelude  to  a  hearing  that  ultimately 
became  a  travesty  worthy  of  Catch  22.  The  account 
of  the  hearing  takes  up  the  greater  part  of  Get  Off 
My  Ship,  but  although  the  conclusion  is  certain,  the 
tale  itself  is  never  boring.  Seldom  have  I  been  so 
angered  and  dismayed  by  something  I  have  read.  It  is 
not  surprising  to  see  the  military  prove  itself  a  ruth¬ 
less,  vindictive,  fascist  bureaucracy,  but  it  is  frighten¬ 
ing. 

Ensign  Berg’s  lover,  E.  Lawrence  Gibson,  is  the 
author  of  Get  Off  My  Ship.  He  has  done  a  damn  fine 
job  on  this,  his  first  book.  However,  there  are  some 
problems.  Perhaps  he  is  reticent  because  Berg’s  sex 
life  was  publicly  vivisected  at  the  hearing,  but  he  has 
difficulty  making  Berg  or  himself,  for  that  matter, 
three-dimensional.  I  now  know  more  about  military 
“justice”  than  I  ever  thought  I’d  know,  but  scarcely 
more  about  Berg  the  man  than  I  did  before  reading 
the  book. 

It  is  clear  that  Get  Off  My  Ship  was  meant  to  be 
used  as  a  tool  by  gays  in  the  service  who  are  perhaps 
contemplating  similar  action.  The  text  is  followed  by 
extensive  appendices,  containing,  among  other 
things,  a  fascinating  suppressed  official  study  of 
homosexuality  in  the  Navy  published  in  1957  whose 
conclusions  were  similar  to  the  Kinsey  report. 


overhearing  a  woman  talk  to  herself  and  missing  some 
of  the  connections.  I  especially  liked  the  work  of  Bev¬ 
erly  Tanenhaus,  Miriam  Dyak,  and  Rachael  Maines. 

Cameos  has  a  rather  somber  tone.  That  may  be 
true  of  most  creative  writing  by  women  today.  The 
poetry  here  is  not  highly  metaphorical  or  lyrical.  It  is 
plain  of  speech.  There  is  a  matter-of-fact  quality  to 
many  of  the  first  lines: 

Your  mother  flies  from  Boston  to  Phoenix 
The  shopkeeper  hands  you  a  key 
You  overhear  conversations  in  the  street 
I  awake  in  a  church  in  Quebec 

Felice  Newman’s  introduction  is  short  and  to  the 
point,  suggesting  that  poetry  can  stand  alone.  Newman 
makes  the  important  point  that  much  commercial  pub¬ 
lishing  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  multi-national 
corporations.  What’s  good  for  General  Motors  is  not 
necessarily  good  for  the  community  of  women  readers 
and  writers.  We  need  truer  accounts  of  our  lives  than 
we  have  usually  gotten  from  books. 

Cameos  is  important  because  it  is  good  for  this 
community  of  women  nourished  by  women’s  writing. 
In  her  personal  statement,  Beverly  Tannenhaus  says 
that  the  literature  of  women  “restores  our  dignity  and 
strength.  Our  lives  depend  on  this.” 

The  Crossing  Press,  located  in  Trumansburg,  New 
York,  has  also  published  Mountain  Moving  Day,  an 
anthology  of  women’s  poetry  edited  by  Elaine  Gill,  and 
a  gay  poetry  collection,  The  Male  Muse,  edited  by  Ian 
Young. 


Faggots  Fails 

FAGGOTS 

By  Larry  Kramer. 

304  pp.  Random  House,  New  York,  $10.95. 

Reviewed  by  Erie  Rofes 


The  search  for  love  in  the  world  of  faggots  is  the 
theme  of  Larry  Kramer’s  first  novel.  Certainly  Kramer 
is  not  the  first  writer  to  approach  this  theme;  it’s  been  a 
focus  of  many  gay  writers,  including  E.M.  Forster, 
Christopher  Isherwood  and,  more  recently,  Andrew 
Holleran  and  Edmund  White.  Regardless  of  the  setting 
the  writer  chooses  for  his  novel,  the  writer’s  struggle  in 
capturing  the  homosexual’s  search  for  love  on  paper 
seems  to  be  in  establishing  a  balance  between  two 
mutually  exclusive  notions:  that  love  between  men 
exists  only  through  lost  loves  and  poignant  partings, 
and  that  love  between  men  simply  does  not  exist.  In 
Faggots,  Larry  Kramer  takes  on  the  task  of  exploring 
the  search  for  love  through  the  wild  nightlife  of  New 
York.  Unfortunately  Kramer’s  search  is  done  with  his 
eyes  closed  and  his  fly  wide  open. 

The  protagonist  of  Faggots,  Fred  Lemish,  has  four 
days  until  his  fortieth  birthday  and  vows  to  succeed  in 
his  quest  for  love  before  that  fateful  day.  Lemish  is  a 
typical  New  York  nice  guy:  out  to  hurt  no  one;  wanting 
only  love  and  security  and  finding  only  sex  and  rejec¬ 
tion.  He  spends  his  afternoons  pumping  iron  and  his 
evenings  prowling  the  bars,  the  waterfront,  the  tubs. 
His  search  takes  him  to  the  Meat  Rack  at  Fire  Island 
and  to  the  back  room  (christened  the  Fucketeria)  of 
Capricio,  the  “in”  disco  at  the  time.  Despite  his 
attempts  to  forge  real  ties  to  his  current  boyfriend,  a 
younger  man  with  a  head  of  fluff,  Fred  Lemish  finds  no 
Holy  Grail  at  the  end  of  his  quest.  Kramer  leaves 
Lemish  at  the  end  of  the  road  of  romance:  jaded, 
scared,  alone.  This  is  the  fate  of  the  faggot. 

Lemish’s  story  is  the  major  thread  running 
through  the  book,  though  Kramer  also  throws  in  the 
subplots  of  his  friends’  quests  for  love.  The  gang  — 
Dinky,  Feffer,  Boo  Boo,  Winnie,  Randy,  Mikie  —  are 
a  bunch  of  wild  and  crazy  guys,  but  their  lives  and 
sexual  proclivities  are  as  interesting  as  last  year’s  disco 
songs;  we’ve  heard  them  so  often  that  they’ve  become 
hackneyed.  Enough  already! 

The  book  jacket  would  lead  us  to  believe  that  the 
book  offers  distinctive  humor  and  literary  style  along 
with  graphic  sexual  detail.  Kramer  names  Evelyn 
Waugh  as  his  comic  mentor,  but  he  lacks  both  Waugh’s 
critical  insight  and  his  comic  genius  How’s  this  for 
humor? 

Of  the  2,639,857  faggots  in  the  New  York 

City  area,  2,639,857  think  primarily  with 

their  cocks. 

You  didn’t  know  the  cock  was  a  think¬ 
ing  organ? 

Well,  by  this  time,  you  should  know  that  it  is. 

As  for  literary  style,  the  entire  book  lacks  grace; 
the  images,  so  important  to  creating  the  Scene,  just  do 
not  work.  How’s  this  for  a  metaphor  describing  Fire 
Island:  “Boardwalks  crisscross  each  other  like  the  neat 
darns  of  socks.”  The  book  is  filled  with  disjointed 
images  and  strange  diction  like  “evergreenery.” 

Perhaps  most  offensive  is  the  use  of  explicit  sex  in 
the  novel.  I  applaud  Kramer’s  decision  to  pull  back  the 
bed  sheets,  but  these  passages  never  get  beyond  the  level 
of  sophistication  of  cheap  pornography.  If  he  wants  to 
show  gay  sex  as  sordid  and  perverse,  Kramer  suc¬ 
ceeds.  I  am  concerned,  however,  that  Kramer  seems  to 
feel  that  anything  but  “missionary”  position  necessarily 
falls  into  the  “sicko”  category.  S&M,  while  a  major 
focus  of  the  book’s  sex  scenes,  is  given  extremely  super¬ 
ficial  treatment.  Leather  and  bondage  and  piss  and  fist- 
fucking  all  have  their  heydays  in  the  novel,  but  as  soon 
as  a  character  participates  in  this  kinky  stuff,  he  is  writ¬ 
ten  off  as  a  loser.  One  would  have  hoped  that  a  gay 
man  writing  a  novel  about  this  side  of  New  York  would 
offer  a  bit  more  insight  into  his  subject  than  Kramer  has 
done. 

Faggots  does  not  work.  It  is  not  funny,  not  intelli¬ 
gent,  and  offers  nothing  to  the  growing  body  of  gay 
novels.  Andrew  Holleran’s  Dancer  from  the  Dance,  a 
book  very  similar  to  Kramer’s,  explores  the  same  side 
of  Manhattan’s  gay  life,  yet  with  all  the  wit  and  charm 
that  Faggots  lacks.  Nowhere  in  Faggots  is  there  a  char¬ 
acter  of  the  depth  and  humor  of  Holleran’s  Sutherland, 
or  of  Malone,  Dancer's  protagonist,  who  is  a  character 
of  mythic  stature.  Perhaps  Holleran  is  just  a  better 
writer  than  Kramer,  but  I  would  guess  that  he  had  gone 
through  the  backrooms  of  New  York  with  his  eyes 
open. 

Edward  Albee  has  called  Faggots  “appallingly 
funny.”  While  I  disagree  with  Albee’s  estimation  of  the 
book’s  humor,  I  agree  with  him  on  one  thing:  Faggots 
is  appalling. 


A  Dozen  Poets 
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WITCHCRAFT  AND  THE  GAY 
COUNTERCULTURE 

By  Arthur  Evans. 

180  pp.,  Fag  Rag  Books,  Boston,  $5.50. 

Reviewed  by  W.  J.  KrueckI 


“To  many  of  us,  the  word  “witch”  evokes  images 
of  brooms,  boiling  pots  and  the  frivolities  of  All 
Hallows  Eve.  Today,  after  centuries  of  merciless,  yet 
very  effective,  persecution  of  “witches”  by  all  of 
Christendom,  the  hysteria  has  subsided.  The  current 
popular  conception  of  witchcraft  has  probably  been 
more  strongly  molded  by  low-budget  midnight 
movies  which  depicted  debauched,  if  not  obviously 
deranged,  midnight  rites,  complete  with  all  sorts  of 
sexual  titillation.  To  such  a  Hollywood  brew,  a  good 
portion  of  homosexuality  —  subtly  added,  of  course 
—  is  not  uncommon. 

Fag  Rag  Books’  latest  release,  Arthur  Evans’ 
Witchcraft  and  the  Gay  Counterculture,  undertakes 
to  reformulate  the  reader’s  entire  image  of  witchery. 
“But  for  what  purpose?”  one  might  interject. 
“Haven’t  we,  as  gay  people,  enough  trouble  without 
identifying  with  witches,  of  all  people?”  Sensible 
enough,  but  Evans’  answer  would  be  that  it  was  they 
who  called  us  witches,  and  to  see  the  Christian  eradi¬ 
cation  of  European  Paganism  in  a  new  light  is  to 
regain  the  insight  into  yet  another  chapter  of  gay 
history. 

Evans’  task,  however,  is  bound  to  be  made  even 
more  difficult  by  the  mind-sets  of  large  factions 
within  the  gay  community  he  addresses.  Paganism  is 
hardly  a  lively  topic  within  the  gay  religious  set;  the 
politically  devout;  in  contacts  with  organized  reli¬ 
gion,  have  invariably  discovered  such  patriarchal- 
authoritarian  tendencies  that  all  religiosity  —  of 
whatever  stripe  —  is  suspect. 

Yet  it  is  my  firm  opinion  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  try 
to  negate  either  the  spiritual  or  political  part  of 
human  nature.  On  the  one  hand,  politics  which  lacks 
a  spiritual-emotional  basis  becomes  cold,  sterile  and 
dangerous.  On  the  other  hand,  religion  lacking  any 
political  consciousness  becomes  mystical  and  demo- 
gogical.  A  synthesis  is  necessary. 

It  is  here  that  the  work  of  Arthur  Evans  becomes 
invaluable.  Evans’  book  is  overflowing  with  histor¬ 
ical  anecdotes  and  facts  which  greatly  enrich  our 
knowledge  of  the  role  of  gay  people  in  the  old 
religions  and  the  subsequent  suppression  and 
destruction  of  their  historical  role  in  religion.  Evans 
shows  that  lesbians  and  faggots,  by  their  very  exist¬ 
ence  and  charisma,  have  always  been  among  the  most 
powerful  of  shamans  and  religious  leaders.  Even 
today,  the  modern  church  is  filled  with  closet  gay 
people.  The  churches  feed  off  of  them  and  gain 
power  without  ever  crediting  its  source. 

As  he  himself  notes,  many  historians  and  academ¬ 
ics  will  oppose  Evans’s  work,  criticizing  his  sources 
and  selectiveness.  Trained  as  a  historian  myself,  how¬ 
ever,  I  can  state  from  experience,  that  such  reactions 
are  most  often  elaborate  intellectual  subterfuge  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  directly  confronting  an 
unpopular  premise.  Not  only  are  facts  and  docu¬ 
ments  subject  to  their  creators’  biases,  thoughts  and 
culture,  but  facts  in  themselves  are  only  the  skeleton 
around  which  the  body  of  history  is  created.  Without 


processing  the  facts,  we  end  up  knowing  more  and 
more  about  less  and  less.  An  author  must  learn  to 
have  an  imaginative  understanding  for  the  minds  of 
the  people  with  whom  s/he  is  dealing  and  must 
search  for  the  thought  behind  people’s  actions. 
History  means  interpretation.  History  has  been 
written  by  the  victors,  with  their  patriarchial  values. 
The  culture  of  suppressed  people  has  been 
overlooked  and  lost.  Evans’  work  is  an  effort  to 
undo  many  of  these  errors  and  omissions.  It  presents 
a  system  of  thought  new  and  revolutionary  for  us,  yet 
with  ancient  and  traditional  roots.  Understanding  the 
past  is  the  key  to  understanding  the  present  for  it  will 
show  us  how  we  got  to  where  we  are.  As  the  historian 
Carr  put  it,  “great  history  is  written  precisely  when 
the  historian’s  vision  of  the  past  is  illuminated  by 
insights  into  the  problem  of  the  present.” 

Evans’  book  informs  us  about  matriarchal  reli¬ 
gions,  especially  those  aspects  of  matriarchy  that  are 
relevant  to  our  present  situation.  From  the  Great 
Mother  and  the  Goddess  Diana,  to  the  horned  god 
and  its  religious  association  with  sexual  rites,  Evans 
constantly  links  the  past  to  the  present.  He  also  de¬ 
scribes  later  heretic  movements:  the  Cathars,  the 
Buggars  and  the  Free  Spirit  movement.  As  he  points 
out,  these  movements  often  had  five  points  in 
common:  1)  belief  in  more  than  one  deity;  2)  a  prom¬ 
inent  leadership  role  for  women;  3)  a  pagan  sense  of 
asceticism,  including  both  self-denial  and  self-indul¬ 
gence;  4)  hostility  to  the  wealth  and  power  of  the 
church;  and  5)  a  tolerance  for  gay  sex. 

Throughout  all  of  this  material,  however,  it  struck 
me  that  the  magic  of  witchcraft  basically  means  the 
knowledge  of  the  power  of  the  self,  including  the 
power  of  one’s  sexuality.  Witchery,  it  ends  up,  is  not 
mystical  or  silly,  but  rather,  simple  life  skills  based 
on  people’s  accumulated  knowledge.  It  is  a  process 
not  requiring,  indeed  negating,  the  need  for  external 
control.  It  is  precisely  this  aspect  of  witchcraft  that  so 
threatened  patriarchy  and  Christendom. 

Evans  shows  the  link  between  witchcraft,  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  heresy,  all  three  of  which  pose  a  serious 
threat  to  Christianity.  “Mere  suspicion  of  homosex¬ 
uality  was  enough  to  condemn  a  person  for  heresy, 
even  though  the  person  was  not  known  to  have 
believed  in  or  taught  any  heretical  doctrine.”  Since 
the  same  words  often  came  to  mean  both  heresy  and 
homosexuality,  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  was 
meant  by  the  legal  codes  of  the  times.  “Heresy 
became  a  sexual  rather  than  a  doctrinal  concept;  to 
say  a  man  was  a  heretic  was  to  say  that  he  was  a 
homosexual,  and  vice  versa.” 

The  repression  of  women  also  becomes  very  clear. 
During  the  peak  of  the  witch-hunting  craze,  most  of 
the  people  tortured  and  murdered  were  women.  The 
authors  of  Malleus  Maleficarum,  an  official  15th 
century  handbook  for  persecuting  witches,  explain 
the  preponderance  of  women  witches  in  the  best 
tradition  of  male  supremacy:  “A  woman  is  beautiful 
to  look  upon,  contaminating  to  touch,  and  deadly  to 
keep  —  all  witchcraft  comes  from  carnal  lust,  which 
is  in  women  insatiable.” 

With  the  destruction  of  the  old  religion,  the 
Christian  church  gained  power  based  on  sexual  re¬ 
pression,  self-discipline  and  obedience.  In  the  end  of 
the  book,  Evans  draws  parallels  to  contemporary 
scene  in  America.  He  also  offers  a  number  of  con- 


among  hisfriendsbut,  because  of  censorship  laws, 
it  was  never  published  in  Forster’s  lifetime. 
When  the  time  came  that  the  novel  could  have  actually 
been  published,  Forster  feared  that  it  was  dated  and  not 
up  to  the  standards  of  his  best  work,  although  he  may 
have  wanted  to  avoid  public  disclosure  of  his  homo¬ 
sexuality.  In  addition  to  Maurice ,  a  number  of  stories 
with  homosexual  themes  were  published  after  his  death. 

When  Leonard  Woolf  asked  him  if  he  would  like 
to  be  ‘converted’  to  heterosexuality,  Forster  replied 
with  a  flat  ‘no.’  On  the  subject  of  lesbianism  he  was 
more  equivocal,  telling  Virginia  Woolf  “in  a  queer 
burst  of  frankness”  that  he  found  it  “disgusting  — 
partly  out  of  conventionality  and  partly  because  ‘he  dis¬ 
liked  the  idea  of  women  being  independent  of  men.’  ” 
Furbank  does  add  that  both  he  and  Virginia  were 
“tipsy”  that  night  and  that  “Virginia  was  not  outraged. 
Indeed  this  weekend  they  were  unusually  in  harmony, 
and  to  her  diary  she  confided  that  he  was  ‘timid, 
touchy,  infinitely  charming.’  ” 

It’s  doubtful  that  E.M.  Forster:  A  Life,  despite  its 
many  estimable  qualities,  will  have  the  appeal  of  the 
recent  biographies  of  his  contemporaries,  Virginia 
Woolf  and  Lytton  Strachey.  Forster  is  too  much  of  a 
strange  synthesis  of  the  suburban  matron  and  the  saint, 
of  Edwardian  gentility  and  Bloomsbury  ‘truth-telling’, 
to  be  really  accessible.  P.N. Furbank  has  written  an  ad¬ 
mirable  book  but,  at  the  risk  of  sounding  trite,  perhaps 
an  artist  of  Forster’s  own  stature  is  required  to  make  as 
idiosyncratic  a  character  as  Forster  come  alive. 
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structive  suggestions  as  to  the  ways  in  which  we  can 
change  this  patriarchal,  militant  society. 

Although  I  was  greatly  impressed  with  this  work,  I 
do  have  reservations  about  it.  The  book  tends  to 
overly  romanticize  the  old,  pre-christian  ways.  In 
view  of  the  long  pagan  suppression,  this  need  to 
romanticize  is  perhaps  understandable,  and  may  even 
serve  as  a  balance.  Furthermore,  one  almost  gets  the 
idea  that  the  position  of  gays  in  the  old  religion  and 
culture  was  “above”  the  rest  of  the  people  and,  pos¬ 
sibly  should  be  so  again.  Although  not  stated  as  such, 
there  is  an  underlying  current  of  gay  chauvinism. 

More  serious,  however,  is  the  way  in  which  Evans 
almost  apologetically  falls  for  the  need  to  oppose 
“the  enemy”  with  violent  tactics.  Although  I  whole¬ 
heartedly  agree  with  his  other  suggestions,  of  our 
learning  how  to  make  our  own  houses,  food,  medi¬ 
cine,  religious  rites,  magic  and  entertainment,  I  find 
his  terrorism  inconsistent  with  the  rest  of  his  hypo¬ 
theses.  Indeed,  it  comes  almost  as  an  afterthought. 
After  showing  how  patriarchy  is  closely  connected 
with  the  rise  of  militarism  and  violence,  it  is  disheart-  . 
ening  to  read  a  passage  advocating  violence.  Using 
the  methods  of  patriarchy  will  only  serve  to  further 
it.  Despite  this  haw,  however,  I  highly  recommend 
this  book.  It  is  a  resource  book  on  our  culture  and 
a  welcome  inspiration:  “Like  butterflies,  we  are 
emerging  from  the  shells  of  our  past  restricted  exist¬ 
ence.  We  are  re-discovering  the  ancient  magic  that 
was  once  the  birth  right  of  all  human  beings.  We  are 
re-learning  how  to  talk  to  the  worms  and  the  stars. 
We  are  taking  flight,  on  the  wings  of  self-determina¬ 
tion.” 
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New  Myths  for  New  Realities 


ED  DEAN  IS  QUEER 

By  n.  a.  diaman. 

224  pp.  Persona  Press,  Box  14022,  San  Francisco, 

CA.  $5. 00  (Ed  Dean  is  Queer  will  not  be  sold  in 
bookstores  and  should  be  ordered  from  the  pub¬ 
lisher.). 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

The  national  literature  of  any  people  is  a  crea¬ 
tion  of  their  mythologies,  visions,  dreams,  and  ex¬ 
periences.  The  literature  being  produced  by  gay  peo¬ 
ple  today  is  no  exception.  The  speculative-fiction 
universes  of  Joanna  Russ,  the  Dante-esque  purgatory 
in  Holleran’s  Dancer  From  the  Dance,  Kate  Millet’s 
minute  introspections  in  the  personal  landscape,  the 
scata-porno-topia  of  William  Burroughs  are  all  vi¬ 
sions  of  what  we  are,  might,  were,  or  could  be.  This 
territory  is  populated  by  giants,  demons,  gargoyles, 
martyrs,  visionaries,  and  everypersons.  Lesbians  and 
faggots  of  every  description  appear  and  vanish. 
Bound  to  no  one  tradition,  this  gay  other-world  is  a 
forest  of  imagination. 

If  frequency  is  any  consideration,  the  newest 
demon  to  appear  in  gay  literature  is  Anita  Bryant.  In 
a  little  more  than  a  year  she  has  appeared  in  several, 
guises  in  one  play  and  two  novels.  Like  the  standard 
characters  in  myths  or  fairy  tales,  each  of  her  appear¬ 
ances  is  recognizable  yet  somewhat  different.  Doric 
Wilson,  in  The  West  Side  Gang,  used  BenitaAryant 
and  her  alliance  with  the  “good  gays”  to  expose  the 
hypocrisy  of  Dr.  Foller  McLeary  and  the  GDF  (Gay 
Defensive  Front).  Patricia  Nell  Warren’s  Jeannie  „ 
Colter  in  The  Beauty  Queen  is  a  two-bit  political 
hack  with  a  case  of  bad  nerves;  pathetic  but  dan¬ 
gerous.  She  is  nothing  more  than  a  player  in  War¬ 
ren’s  trendy  plug-in  to  what  must  be  the  latest  pop¬ 
ular  gay  fantasy:  “Wouldn’t  it  be  great  to  assassinate 
Anita  Bryant?”  (The  trouble  with  the  book  is  after 
setting  up  such  a  dastardly  title  character  Warren  has 
all  of  the  gay  characters  overcome  with  such  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  Christian  love  that  they  help  “Anita”  rather 
than  kill  her.)  Ed  Dean  is  Queer,  a  new  novel  by  n.a. 
diaman,  features  Benita  Ryan  (Mrs.  Ed  Dean)  as  a 
white,  religious  zealot,  bigot  and  dupe  of  the  extreme 
right. 

Benita  Ryan  is  not  the  main  character  here  but  a 
backdrop  —  her  life  and  story  is  more  important  for 
its  effect  than  for  itself.  The  leading  characters,  Luis 
Rivera  (a  third  world  reporter)  and  Joanna  Lee  Jef¬ 
ferson  (a  black  Chinese  lesbian  mother  activist),  are 
gradually  politicized  during  the  course  of  the  book. 

In  a  sense,  the  book  is  about  political  growth  in  reac¬ 
tion  to  political  oppression,  and  about  the  personal, 
sexual,  and  social  nature  of  that  growth.  The  city  of 
San  Francisco  also  plays  a  large  part  in  this  growth 
process.  Most  of  the  novel  takes  place  here  and  the 
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For  years  I  knew  of  them  only  as  “the  beatniks.” 
Growing  up  in  the  mid-late  1950s  in  small  town  Middle 
America,  they  were  an  object  lesson  of  what  I  was  not 
supposed  to  become,  an  extension  of  my  parents’  fears 
and  society’s  fears  of  nonconformist  treason  against  the 
established  order  of  things.  In  those  days  they  were 
easily  caricatured:  the  beards,  the  sandals,  the  berets. 
Rumors  of  drug  use  and  unconventional  sex  served  to 
complete  the  picture.  Maynard  G.  Krebs,  Dobie  Gillis’ 
bongo-playing  friend,  became  an  archetype  to  a  frigh¬ 
tened  yet  titillated  public,  trivialized  and  sanitized  to 
belie  its  anxiety  over  this  strange  new  threat. 

That  the  Beats  should  be  misunderstood  was  in¬ 
evitable.  They  made  good  copy,  provoking  philistine  re¬ 
action  like  Norman  Podhoretz’  article  “The  Know- 
Nothing  Bohemians.”  The  very  word  “beatnik”  was  a 
corruption  coined  in  Herb  Caen’s  column  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  and  was  symptomatic  of  the  way 
the  mass  media  devoured  the  phenomenon  and  spit  it 
out  to  us  in  mangled  form.  I  can  remember  my  father 
pontificating  (from  a  Unitarian  pulpit,  no  less)  that 
Beat,  in  effect,  meant  beaten  —  a  common  reaction  in 


city  itself  changes  radically  by  the  end  of  the  book. 
(Some  might  be  disturbed  by  the  political  chauvinism 
here  —  but  for  the  purposes  of  political  fantasy  it 
works  just  fine.) 

diaman’s  writing  is  terse,  sharp,  and  accurate.  It 
is  a  relief  to  read  taut  prose  after  wading  through  the 
Proustian  netherworlds  of  Holleran’s  Dancer  From 
the  Dance  or  Edmund  White’s  Nocturnes  for  the 
King  of  Naples.  And  while  these  two  novels  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  inner  worlds,  Ed  Dean  is  Queer  takes  an 
almost  documentary  approach  to  both  the  gay  world 
and  to  current  events.  Benita  Ryan  isn’t  the  only 
character  based  upon  fact  —  Harry  Mint,  Andy 
Weston  (director  of  Gay  America)  and  others  are  rec¬ 
ognizable.  But  what  at  first  seems  like  a  cheap  trick 
(and  perhaps  a  bit  of  a  cheat)  works  well,  diamon 
knows  what  he  is  doing.  We  are  not  being  given  a 
second  hand  view  of  reality,  but  rather  a  vision  that 
so  accurately  plays  upon  our  knowledge  of  reality 
that  we  can  accept  its  final  conclusions. 

In  the  past  year  it  has  become  fashionable  to 
write  “Gay”  novels  that  have  an  inclination  towards 
doom,  unhappiness,  and  the  ultimate  emptiness  of 
life.  Although  this  style  has  been  characterized  as 
“chic”  by  such  magazines  as  Christopher  Street,  it 
has  more  to  do  with  a  turning  from  what  middle-class 
assimilationists  call  “radical  ’60s  revolutionary 
thinking.”  The  characters  in  Dancer  and  Nocturnes 
are  so  immersed  in  their  self-loathing  that  they  are 
hardly  aware  of  an  outside  world,  never  mind  the 
need  to  change  it.  In  the  wake  of  Briggs  and  Bryant, 
a  rather  ostrich-like  response. 

In  contrast  to  these  novels,  Ed  Dean  is  Queer  is 
revolutionary.  Not  because  it  is  filled  with  rhetoric  (it 
isn’t)  or  calls  for  a  specific  political  plan  of  action  (it 
doesn’t)  but  because  it  looks  into  the  future  and  sees 
possibilities.  It  has  vision  that  is  not  nailed  to  the  past 
or  swamped  in  the  present.  Some  might  claim  that 
the  last  chapters  of  Ed  Dean  is  Queer  are  utopian  and 
unrealistic.  Perhaps  so,  but  right  now,  dreams  of  suc¬ 
cess  are  more  necessary  than  one  more  consignment 
to  failure. 

Gay  literature  encompasses  as  many  visions  as 
•there  are  people;  none  more  or  less  valid  than 
another.  But  there  are  perhaps  good  reasons  why  the 
White  and  Holleran  novels  are  being  published  by 
major  publishers  and  Ed  Dean  is  Queer  is  put  out  by 
a  small  press.  After  almost  ten  years,  it  looks  a 
though  Gay  Liberation  is  here  to  stay,  and  as  such, 
we  are  a  subject  to  be  written  about.  Mainstream 
publishers  are  much  more  interested  in  the  gloom  and 
doom  approach  to  gay  life  than  anything  proposing 
new  possibilities.  Although  all  voices  are  valid,  some 
get  better  press  than  others.  Books  like  Ed  Dean  is 
Queer  invent,  chart,  and  project  our  future.  They 
should  be  read  and  pondered. 


Goes  On 


those  days.  At  ten  and  sheltered,  I  was  hardly  any  less 
conservative. 

Jack  Kerouac,  a  leading  prophet  of  the  new  sen¬ 
sibility,  was  himself  devoured  by  the  critical  and  popu¬ 
lar  acclaim  that  greeted  the  1957  publication  of  On  the 
Road.  “This  so  discombobulated  him,”  his  friend  John 
Clellon  Holmes  said,  “that  for  the  rest  of  his  life  he 
never,  never  got  his  needle  back  on  true  north.  Never.” 
The  disorientation  of  his  sudden  fame  —  the  rounds  of 
talk  shows,  the  demand  for  more  “marketable”  novels, 
the  admirers  and  detractors  who  hounded  him  —  led 
him  into  deepening  alcoholism.  By  the  time  he  died,  in 
1969,  he  was  a  bitter  man,  alienated  from  his  former 
colleagues  and  repudiatingthose  of  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion  who  had  been  inspired  by  his  works. 

Ann  Charters’  biography  Kerouac  is  a  monument¬ 
al  study  that  provides  a  lengthy  account  of  what  hap- 
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xned;  Jack’s  Book  is  an  oral  biography  that  gives  the 
eader  a  sense  of  what  it  must  have  been  like  to  live 
hr.  mgh  the  adventures  that  he  wrote  about.  Authors 
jitford  and  Lee  interviewed  the  men  and  women  who 
nc  le  up  the  Dulouz  Legend  —  Jack’s  name  for  his 
vn  ing,  w  hich  he  conceived  of  as  one  vast  book  —  and 
hey  tell  their  own  stories. 

Jack  grew  up  in  the  French  Canadian  neighbor- 
lood  of  Pawtucketville  in  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  and 
or  his  entire  life  he  remained  close  to  the  influence  of 
lis  mother,  Memere.  In  1939  he  left  for  New  York  to 
ake  a  football  scholarship  at  Columbia.  He  was  even- 
ually  disillusioned  by  the  game’s  senseless  brutality,  es- 
>ecially  after  his  coach  demanded  he  play  after  cracking 
i  bone  in  his  leg;  but  by  then  he  had  begun  to  explore 
he  broader  cultural  life  of  the  city,  particularly  its  jazz 
lubs.  After  brief,  unhappy  stints  in  the  Merchant 
Marine  and  the  Navy,  he  discoverd  the  wartime  bo- 
lemian  scene  around  Columbia  that  included  Allen 
Jinsberg  and  William  Burroughs. 

Several  years  later  Neal  Cassidy  swept  in  from 
)enver.  Jack,  like  everyone  else,  was  affected  by  Neal’s 
renetic  energy  and  incredible  drive.  He  quickly  came  to 
ave  Neal.  The  two  of  them  were  drawn  closely  to- 
lether:  Jack  used  Neal’s  exploits  as  material  for  his 
writing.  Neal  wanted  to  learn  to  write  from  Jack,  and 
lis  failure  was  a  continuing  frustration.  Neal’s  sex  life 
iecame  an  incredibly  complicated  balancing  act, 
ietween  two  wives  and  Allen  Ginsberg.  In  the  middle  of 
947,  six  months  after  their  first  meeting,  Jack  hit  the 
oad  to  join  Neal  and  Allen  in  Denver.  This  trip  was  to 
>e  the  beginning  of  the  book  which  would  make  him 
amous  a  decade  later. 

The  biography  is  an  exciting,  absorbing  book  that 
ies  together  many  loose  ends,  the  grudges  and  the  con- 
radictions  that  were  the  stuff  of  Jack  Kerouac’s  life. 
)ne  notable  omission  was  that  of  Kenneth  Rexroth,  the 
ian  Francisco  poet  who  was  an  early  champion  of  the 
teats,  and  who  later  became  one  of  their  bitterest 
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nanagement’s  reaction  to  it,  they  go  beyond  their 
■fated  purpose  of  helping  others  in  their  organizing 
truggle.  They  also  educate  the  consumer,  the  woman 
)uving  gynecological  health  care,  about  the  hidden 
‘built-in-for-the-profit  inadequacies”  of  the  health  care 
ind  information  she  is  purchasing. 

In  the  article  by  the  Preterm  workers  we  are  told, 
‘management  understood  our  sympathy  for  the  pa- 
ients  well  enough  to  know  that  we  would  drop  from 
ixhaustion  before  forcing  patients  to  suffer.”  Under- 
taffing,  speed-ups,  and  lack  of  continuity  of  care  are 
resented  as  the  approaches  most  frequently  used  by 
nanagement  to  increase  profits.  The  health  care 
vorkers  saw  such  techniques  as  the  direct  cause  of  the 
lecreasing  quality  of  care  provided  and  the  decline  in 
he  quality  of  the  work  environment.  The  Red  Sun 
’ress  Collective  views  as  irresolyable  the  conflict  be- 
ween  health  care  for  profit  (Preterm’s  non-profit  status 
5  a  dodge  which  allows  them  to  make  great  profits)  and 
ligh  quality  health  care,  or  perhaps  even  adequate 
lealth  care.  They  say  they  ‘‘believe  that  we  will  win 
lecent  health  care  for  all  people,  and  the  full  liberation 
>f  women  and  all  working  people,  only  when  the  capi- 
alist  svstem  is  bmught  to  an  end.” 


critics.  One  wonders  if  he  refused  to  be  interviewed. 

Gifford  and  Lee  demonstrate  that  Jack’s  conserv¬ 
ative  upbringing  colored  his  entire  life.  His  apparent 
turnabout  in  his  latter  years  —  his  support  for  the  Viet¬ 
nam  war  and  his  admiration  for  William  F.  Buckley  — 
was  merely  the  expression  of  views  that  had  been  there 
all  along.  In  the  1950s  he  would  occasionally  shock  his 
friends  with  his  defense  of  Senator  McCarthy.  Like¬ 
wise,  his  explorations  into  Buddhism  did  not  affect  his 
essential  Catholicism.  He  came  back  again  and  again  to 
Memere,  who  would  dole  out  his  allowance  and  refuse 
to  let  him  see  his  old  friends,  especially  Allen.  More 
drastic  a  clash  of  backgrounds  would  be  hard  to 
imagine,  what  with  Ginsberg’s  Jewish  radicalism;  here 
lay  the  roots  of  their  later  divergence. 

Neal  too  destroyed  himself,  with  amphetamines. 
(The  contrast  in  his  pictures  here  is  dramatic.)  Much  of 
Beat  Life  seems  to  have  been  very  sad  and  self-des¬ 
tructive,  but  one  must  consider  the  desperation  of  their 
lonely  revolt  against  the  consciousness  of  1950s 
America,  which  fancied  itself  the  culmination  of  human 
history.  The  authors  also  depict  the  Beats’  rampant  sex¬ 
ism,  again  a  reflection  of  their  society. 

Allen  Ginsberg,  by  contrast,  was  more  fortunate. 
He  has  not  only  survived  fame  and  controversy  through 
three  decades  of  public  life,  but  he  appears  to  be  the 
stronger  for  it.  His  Journals  gives  us  clues  to  the  inner 
strengths  that  have  sustained  him  through  this  period. 
Finding  the  peace  to  accept  himself  and  his  homosex¬ 
uality  was  a  long  struggle.  Allen  spent  many  years  in 
analysis,  including  eight  months  in  a  mental  hospital.  In 
1952  he  met  a  psychiatrist  who  convinced  him  that  he 
was  perfectly  sane.  From  this  revelation  he  came  to  see 
that  it  was  society,  not  him,  that  was  insane.  His  poem 
Howl  was  one  result. 

America  I’ve  given  you  all  and  now  I’m  nothing — 

America  when  will  we  end  the  war? 

America  when  will  you  be  angelic? 

America  when  will  you  take  off  your  clothes  and  be  human? 


The  workers  at  Preterm  or  Charles  Circle  Clinic 
might  not  support  all  the  views  of  the  Red  Sun  Press 
Collective.  The  health  care  workers  don’t  present 
unions  as  the  total  answer.  Unions  are  seen  not  as 
saviors  but  as  tools.  As  such,  we  are  told  they  should  be 
scrutinized  carefully  when  selected  (there  are  several 
unions  that  clinic  workers  can  choose  from,  although 
not  very  many).  Like  any  other  power  tool  a  union  re¬ 
quires  careful  control  by  the  worker.  With  the  help  of 
this  ‘power  tool’  the  workers  were  able  to  slow  down 
the  deteriorating  quality  of  care  offered  by  the  clinics, 
but  not  eliminate  it  or  reverse  it.  They  told  of  their  frus¬ 
trations  in  communicating  with  the  union.  The  workers 
stressed  that  their  main  problems  were  with  control  of 
their  working  situation:  how  many  patients  to  be  seen 
by  each  worker  in  a  day,  job  rotation  to  avoid  be¬ 
coming  a  recording  instead  of  a  counsellor,  and  ade¬ 
quate  staffing.  The  unions  responded  with  talk  of  better 
pay  and  more  vacations.  The  health  care  workers  were 
not  against  better  pay  and  vacations,  but  those  were  not 
the  issues  that  lead  them  to  unionize.  Those  were  not 
the  issues  they  wanted  the  union  to  focus  on.  However, 
the  mere  existence  of  the  union  in  the  clinics  lent  power 
to  those  workers  trying  to  prevent  short  cuts  and  speed 
ups  by  providing  some  job  security. 


America  when  will  you  stop  destroying  human  souls?  Your 
soul  my  soul?  .  .  . 

— first  notation  for  poem  “America,”  1955,  p.91 
Journals  begins  in  1952  and  continues,  intermit¬ 
tently,  through  the  next  ten  years.  (He  has  kept  journals 
since  the  late  1940s,  and  many  portions  have  been  pre¬ 
viously  published,  e.g.,  in  Reality  Sandwiches.)  This 
volume  covers  his  life  on  the  Lower  East  Side,  a  1954 
trip  to  Mexico  and  the  Yucatan,  the  following  year  in 
Berkeley,  living  once  again  in  New  York  at  the  end  of 
the  decade,  and  a  trip  in  1961-62  through  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  and  east  Africa.  It  includes  much  previously  un¬ 
published  poetry,  accounts  of  dreams,  and  various 
notes  of  his  feelings  and  experiences,  including  a 
meeting  with  one  of  his  mentors,  William  Carlos  Wil¬ 
liams,  and  chance  encounters  with  Dylan  Thomas  and 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  (the  latter  a  couple  of  days  after  he 
had  dreamed  of  meeting  her). 

Unlike  Jack,  Allen  saw  clearly  the  political  im¬ 
plications  of  the  Beat  rebellion.  Journals  increasingly 
addresses  itself  to  the  effects  of  the  Cold  War  at  home 
and  abroad:  police  harassment,  the  suppression  of  un¬ 
popular  ideas  and  anything  else  that  deviated  from  the 
accepted  consciousness,  the  foreign  intrigues  and  nu¬ 
clear  blackmail  of  our  government.  A  1960  poem  was 
prophetic  of  the  changes  that  were  to  come  in  the  en¬ 
suing  decade,  partly  as  a  result  of  his  writing: 

The  philistines  are  running  America!  Left  right  Center! 
Shoulder  Arms!  Onions! 

Yes  I  want  riots  in  the  streets!  Big  orgies  full  of  marijuana 
scaring  the  cops! ' 

Everybody  naked  fucking  in  Union  Square  to  denounce 
the  Military  Junta  in  San  Salvador! 

Democracy!  Bah!  When  I  hear  that  word  I  reach  for  my 
feather  Boa! 

— from  “Subliminal,”  pp.  155-56 
Such  gems  make  the  book  well  worth  reading,  a 
most  rewarding  experience.  Although  the  last  section 
drags  slightly,  it  does  not  detract  from  the  overall  excel¬ 
lence  of  this  collection.  Journals  is  a  most  provocative, 
entertaining  introduction  to  the  thoughts  and  writings 
of  Allen  Ginsberg. 


Although  the  pamphlet’s  main  focus  is  on  the  her- 
story  of  the  union  organizing  at  Preterm  and  Charles 
Circle  Clinics,  it  also  includes  a  personal  account  of  one 
woman’s  experience  with  abortion.  This  account  brings 
up  the  issue  of  abortion  as  a  right  only  for  those  with 
the  money  to  pay  for  it  and  the  implications  of  losing 
medicaid  funding  for  abortion.  There  are  also  articles 
on  alternatives  to  the  capitalistic  health  care  system,  a 
re-printed  speech  about  sterilization  and  its  abuses,  and 
a  short  herstory  of  abortion  rights.  The  various  sections 
are  united  by  the.  same  concern  —  how  to  improve 
health  care  for  both,  the  consumer  and  the  provider. 
The  writing  is  generally  personalized  enough  so  that  the 
reader  learns  not  only  the  herstory  of  a  unionizing 
struggle,  complete  with  ‘‘helpful  hints”  and  socio¬ 
political  analyses,  but  also  gains  a  sense  of  the  personal 
struggles,  fears,  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the 
workers  involved. 

Getter  Stronger:  Women  Workers  Organize  the 
Abortion  Clines  is  not  only  a  ‘‘how-to”  book  for  future 
health  care  unionizers,  but  also  an  informative  guide  to 
the  consumer  about  the  health  care  system  and  the 
people  she  is.  likely  to  encounter  in  her  search  for 
adequate  gynecological  health  care. 
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'  "  Dedicated  to  the  fine  art  of  browsing. 

paperback  booksmith 

Dedicated  to  the  fine  art  of  browsing .ai - - 


paperback  booksmith  \  and  Cat- 

^  \  Open  from  9  AM  to  Midnight 

paperback  booksmith  \  IdsLy?  a„Te~ 


■  Dedicated  to  the  fine  art  of  browsmg.i 
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Paul  L’Ecuyer 


Dan  Movelle 


did  Kubla  Khan 
A  stately  pleasure  dome  decree: 
Where  Alph,  the  sacred  river,  ran 
Through  caverns  measureless  to  man 
Down  to  a  sunless  sea. 


So  twice  five  miles  of  fertile  ground 
With  walls  and  towers  were  girdled  round: 

And  there  were  gardens  bright  with  sinuous  rills, 
Where  blossomed  many  an  incense-bearing  tree; 
And  here  were  forests  ancient  as  the  hills, 
Enfolding  sunny  spots  of  greenery. 


The  shadow  of  the  dome  of  pleasure 
Floated  midway  on  the  waves; 

Where  was  heard  the  mingled  measures 
From  the  fountain  and  the  caves. 

It  was  a  miracle  of  rare  device, 

A  sunny  pleasure-dome  with  caves  of  ice! 


But  oh!  That  deep  romantic  chasm  which  slanted 
Down  the  green  hill  athwart  a  cedarn  cover! 

A  savage  place!  as  holy  and  enchanted 
As  e’er  beneath  a  waning  moon  was  haunted 
By  woman  wailing  for  her  demon  -lover! 

And  from  this  chasm,  with  ceaseless  turmoil  seething, 

breathing, 


A  damsel  with  a  dulcimer 
In  a  vision  once  I  saw: 

It  was  an  Abyssinian  maid, 

And  on  her  dulcimer  she  played, 

Singing  of  Mount  Abora. 

Could  I  revive  within  me 
Her  symphony  and  song, 

To  such  a  deep  delight  ’twould  win  me, 
That  with  music  loud  and  long, 

I  would  build  that  dome  in  air, 

That  sunny  dome!  those  caves  of  ice! 

And  all  who  heard  should  see  them  there, 
And  all  should  cry,  Beware!  Beware! 

His  flashing  eyes,  his  floating  hair! 

Weave  a  circle  round  him  thrice, 

And  close  your  eyes  with  holy  dread, 

For  he  on  honey-dew  hath  fed, 

And  drunk  the  milk  of  Paradise. 


As  if  this  earth  in  fast  thick  pants  were 
A  mighty  fountain  momently  was  forced. 

Amid  whose  swift  half-intermitted  burst 
Huge  fragments  vaulted  like  rebounding  hail, 
Or  chaffy  grain  beneath  the  thresher’s  flail: 
And  ’mid  these  dancing  rocks  at  once  and  ever 
It  flung  up  momently  the  sacred  river. 

Five  miles  meandering  with  a  mazy  motion 
Through  wood  and  dale  the  sacred  river  ran, 
Then  reached  the  caverns  measureless  to  man, 
And  sank  in  tumult  to  a  lifeless  ocean: 

And  ’mid  this  tumult  Kubla  heard  from  far 
Ancestral  voices  prophesying  war! 


Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  1798 


We  take  this  opportunity  to  wish  you 
a  very  happy  and  healthy  holiday  season. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 

David  Stryker  Neuma  Crandall  Ron  Lawrence 


XANADU  GRAPHICS,  INC. 
XANaDU  printing  corp. 
XANADU  ADVERTISING 
XANADU  BOOKS 
XANADU  REALTY  TRUST 
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Last  Chance 
To  Subscribe  For  $15. 


We’re  Getting  Bigger 

And  Better  And  More  Colorful! 


Next  month  you’ll  be  seeing  some  exciting 
changes  in  Christopher  Street.  We’re  adding  more 
pages,  lots  of  full  color  photography  and  new  fea¬ 
tures  that  you’ve  never  seen  before  in  CS.  But  don’t 
worry,  the  things  you’ve  grown  to  love  about  CS 
will  still  be  there  —  the  stimulating  columns,  the  top 
fiction  and 'the  provocative  essays.  We’ll  be  all  the 
things  we  were,  and  more. 

The  new  CS  will  be  more  expensive  on  the 
newsstand  ($2.00).  But  it  will  be  worth  every 
penny.  If  you  subscribe  this  month,  you’ll  save 
371/2%  on  the  newsstand  price  for  one  year.  So 
subscribe  or  renew  today  and  we’ll  see  you  next 
month  when  we’re  bigger,  better  and  more  colorful. 


ChristopherStreet 

250  West  57th  Street.  ■  Suite  417,  New  York,  NY  10019 

0 1  Year  (12  issues)  $15.00  0  MasterCharge 

02  Years  (24  issues)  $28.00  0  Visa 

0  3  Years  (36  issues)  $39.00  0  Enclosed  is  rt.y  check  or 

money  order  for  $ 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ _ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP _ 

Account  No  MC  Interbank  No. 

.1.1  1.1  I  .  I  .  1  l.l.l.l  Exp.  Date _ 

CS  is  mailed  in  an  envelope. 

Signature  .j. -  Allow  6-8  weeks  for  delivery.  CjLN-03 
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the  New  Year 


Look,  Passion 

To  Sophie  F.L.  Inspired  by  her 

lecture  on  passion  in  women  ’ s  lives.  N 

is  a  very  real  thing  like  when  I  met  Diane  and 

fell  passionately  in  love  with  her  that  means  I 

was  very  enthusiastic  I  mean  I  wanted  her 

loved  her  mind  a  beautiful  mind  well  she  didn’t 

want  to  sleep  with  me  still  sorting  it  all  out 

but  the  night  we  were  all  at  my  house  drinking 

I  was  in  the  bathroom  with  the  door 

open  and  Diane  leaned  in  all  her  long  brown  hair 

to  one  side  falling  like  a  curtain  and  gave  me  the 

biggest  wettest  french  kiss  anyone’s 

given  me  in  about  two  years 

but  this  morning  I  don’t  think  she  remembers  it 

I  was  ready  to  do  anything  I  was  lying  on  the  sofa 

talking  to  everyone  recuperating  you 

might  say  and  thinking  how  easy  it  was 

for  her  to  cover  this  passion  up  and  how  you  could  be  madly 

making  love  all  night  with  someone  and  in  the  day 

they’d  seem  almost  like  a  prude  you  know  just 

you  two  violently  pressed  together  all  night 

made  me  think  of  the  first  time  I  realized  dykes 
are  passionate  when  my  friend  Kathleen  would  say 
that  one’s  really  hot  never  forget  how  much  she  loved  it 
never  could  get  enough  of  it  that’s  when  I  decided 
wow  I  must  be  one  of  them 
By  Jane  Barnes 


Instant 

We  meet  in  a  hallway,  halfway  between  Men’s  &  Ladies’ 

at  the  South  Station  fuck  film  cinema  on  a 

rainy  Sunday,  Mother’s  Day  afternoon.  None  of  this 

crosses  our  minds  at  the  time.  We 

make  signals  that  work,  we  do  not  use  words,  &, 

after  someone  else 

unzips  your  fly  I’m 

down  on  you. 

The  silent  men 

who  have  smoked,  &  stared,  &  stood  along  walls 
until  now 

swoop  in  on  us.  Rough  hands 

push  my  head  to  your  hair 

three  times:  a  voice 

too  near  my  ear 

tells  me:  “SUCK  IT,  BABY!” 

[We’ve  been  watching 
Kansas  City  Trucking  Company , 
vocabularies  &  cocks  have  grown 
with  a  fresh  bon  mot  or  two]. 


Oh  well 

there’s  a  mouth  on  each  of  your  tits 
but  it’s  my  mouth  you  come  in,  &  you 

leave,  pants  up  quick  but  you  kiss  me, 


&  though  other  fingers  probe  me  hungrily 
— for  I  made  suck  sounds  in  this  silence — 
I  leave  too,  &  do  not  look  for  you. 

By  Walt  a  Borawski 


Poem 

Dawn: 

pink  cloud  in  clear  pane, 

frond — or  fish, 

belly  up  in  the  Charles. 

Wave  after  wave  lifts  the  drowning  mind. 

Or:  blond  glimpsed  from  dim  room,  waking, 
cock  hard, 

hand — 

I  want  to  write  glad  to  begin,  but 
can’t. 

A  friend  has  called  me  cold,  and  detached.  Once, 

in  a  dream,  the  mirror  held  up: 
my  dead  eyes 

looked  back. 

By  David  Eberly 


By  Rudy  Kikel 

The  end  of  1978  will  herald  a  “first”  for  Boston’s  gay  community.  First  Night 
1979,  a  night  on  which  Bostonians  will  be  able  to  partake  of  a  wide  variety  of 
entertainments  and  celebrations  and  which  will  culminate  in  a  candlelight  parade 
to  City  Hall,  will  see  an  event  that  is  designed  specifically  to  recognize  the  gay 
community,  as  well  as  appeal  to  it:  a  lesbian  and  gay  male  poetry  reading,  to  be 
held  in  the  Arlington  Street  Church  Chapel,  7-8:40  p.m.  The  event  is  the  brainchild 
of  veteran  Boston  poetry  impressario  Peter  Payack,  himself  the  author  of  six 
chapbooks,  an  editor,  sponsor  of  Boston  Phone-a-Poem,  and  poetry  advisor  to  the 
Cambridge  Arts  Council.  Believing  that  gay  poetry  represents  a  “vital  segment  of 
the  poetry  community  that  should  not  be  ignored”  and  as  poetry  ch  .irman  for 
First  Night  1979,  Payack  secured  funding  for  the  gay  event  from  the  First  Night 
Corporation  (each  poet  will  receive  an  honorarium  for  his  or  her  performance)  and 
discussed  organization  of  the  event  with  me.  Nancer  Ballard’s  first  book,  Dead 
Reckoning,  was  published  this  year  with  Good  Gay  Poets.  She  and  I  were  named 
coordinators  of  the  event,  representing,  respectively  the  lesbian  and  gay  male 
contingent. 

As  many  as  twelve  poets  will  be  reading  from  their  work,  celebrating  what  has 
been  recognized  for  a  number  of  years  now:  the  centricity  of  Boston  (along  with 
San  Francisco  and  New  York,  though  of  course  Washington,  D.C.,  Toronto,  and 
Vancouver  have  their  claims)  in  any  accounting  of  post-Stonewall  gay  sensibility. 
A  few  of  the  poets  teach.  Many  are  regularly  represented  in  national  gay 
publications  like  Fag  Rag,  Gay  Sunshine,  and  Mouth  of  the  Dragon.  Some  of  them 
are  editors:  Jane  Barnes  of  Dark  Horse,  “Boston’s  first  poetry  and  fiction  news¬ 
paper”;  Ron  Schreiber  of  the  periodical  Hanging  Loose  and  the  well-known 
anthology  31  American  Poets',  and  David  Eberly^  Sal  Farinella,  and  I,  of  the 
quarterly  Boston  Gay  Review.  And  although  many  of  the  poets  are  not  yet  out  of 
(or  in  some  cases  into)  their  thirties,  they  have  published  books  of  their  own: 
Schreiber  and  Farinella  each  have  three  volumes  to  their  credit,  the  latest  of  which 
are,  respectively.  Against  That  Time  (Alice  James)  and  Thieves  to  Flesh  (Manifest 
Destiny).  Farinella  and  Ballard  have  published  —  and  David  Eberly,  Walta 
Borawski,  and  Pat  Kuras  will  publish  soon  —  books  with  Good  Gay  Poets, 
Boston’s  own  alternative  gay  press.  (Some  of  these  publications  may  be  available 
for  purchase  at  the  time  of  the  performance.) 

The  evening  should  present,  then,  something  like  a  showcase  of  Boston’s 
explicitly  gay  talent  —  though  not  the  only  one  that  could  have  been  provided  — 
and  an  event  whose  appeal,  it  is  hoped,  will  extend  to  men  and  women  (who  will  be 
represented  in  equal  numbers  on  the  night  of  the  performance),  to  poetry  buff  and 
non-buff  alike  (the  7-minute  time  limit  imposed  on  each  reader  should  make  for  an 
unusually  brisk  event),  and  to  anyone  gay  or  straight  interested  in  our  emerging 
sensibility.  Gay  life  is  certainly  reflected  in  the  initial,  representative  selection  of 
poems  I  have  included  below  —  from  Jane  Barnes’  joyful  celebration  of  woman- 
loving  (“Look,  Passion”  is  probably  the  happiest  poem  here)  to  Walta  borawski’s 
astonishing  record  of  gay  male  bijou  action.  Many  of  the  poems  reflect  a  self- 
consciousness  that  we  are  beginning  to  think  of  as  inevitable  in  a  marginal  society 
and  that  may  show  itself  in  distress  at  the  collapse  (Kuras)  or  disbelief  at  the 
prospect  of  romantic  love  (Kikel),  in  an  imagery  of  self-awareness  (Eberly’s 
mirror,  Farinella’s  “light”),  and  in  acute  sensitivity  to  experience  (Ballard, 
Claussen).  Although  self-consciousness  of  any  variety  can  lead  to  mere  self¬ 
absorption,  it  can  also  develop  into  a  tool  for  the  authenticating  of  lives,  a  tool 
even  some  straight  people,  Ron  Schreiber  does  more  than  hint,  could  sorely  use. 

One  final  note:  a  good  response  from  the  community  to  this  year’s  First  Night 
gay  event  might  well  ensure  the  scheduling  of  similar  events  next  year. 
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Surviving  the  Holiday 


By  Betsy  Smith  and  Lee  Swislow 
It  is  almost  the  end  of  December, 
and  as  the  media  has  been  telling  us 
since  before  Thanksgiving,  that  means 
Christmas  is  upon  us.  It’s  impossible  to 
avoid  hearing  the  Christmas  message, 
which  comes  to  us  on  the  T.V.,  on  the 
radio,  in  the  papers,  on  the  street.  We 
are  unhappy  with  the  way  Christmas  is 
forced  upon  us,  and  would  like  to  talk 
about  some  other  ways  of  looking  at 
the  holiday.  Lee  was  raised  as  a  Cath¬ 
olic  and  celebrated  Christmas  in  the  - 
traditional  way,  and  Betsy  grew  up  in 
an  atheist  home,  but  one  with  Christ¬ 
mas  trees  and  the  exchange  of  gifts. 

There  are  many  people  who  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas,  but  think  it  has  be¬ 
come  too  commercialized.  They  want 
to  go  back  to  the  true  meaning  of 
Christmas.  But  what  is  the  true  mean¬ 
ing?  It  starts  with  the  idea  that  people 
are  waiting  to  get  saved.  Neither  of  us 
are  real  clear  about  what  people  were 
waiting  to  get  saved  from.  It  had  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  not  obeying  god  in  the 
very  beginning,  and  then  god  making 
everyone  suffer  for  that.  That  seems 
rather  vindictive.  Then  finally  god 
sends  his  son  to  save  humanity,  and 
that  is  supposed  to  be  this  wonderful, 
loving  gesture.  We’ve  never  liked  that 
method  of  getting  saved,  or  of  getting 
anything.  Instead  people  should  unite 
and  work  together  to  get  what  they 
need.  Christmas  illustrates  the  passiv¬ 
ity  we  associate  with  Christmas.  There 
is  a  strong  pressure  to  do  what  god/the 
church  says,  rather  than 
encouragement  for  independent 
thought  and  activity. 

We  see  this  passivity  in  the  ways 
people  celebrate  Christmas.  We  buy 
trees,  get  presents,  send  cards,  visit 
with  our  family,  feel  happy  and  love 


everyone,  to  name  just  a  few  of  the 
expectations.  We  all  know  people  who 
dread  Christmas  because  there  is  so 
much  they  have  to  do,  and  they  don’t 
know  any  way  to  say  no. 

It  is  hard  to  say  no  to  Christmas. 
There  is  always  someone  we’re  afraid 
of  disappointing  —  usually  someone  in 
our  family.  And  the  only  role  model 
for  being  unexcited  by  Christmas  is 
Scrooge,  a  selfish,  miserly  man  who 
objected  to  Christmas  because  of  his 
own  problems.  Greater  self-awareness, 
facilitated  by  visits  from  the  various 
ghosts,  led  to  his  full  acceptance  of 
Christmas.  If  one  is  anti-Christmas, 
the  implication  is  that  it’s  your  fault, 
and  not  the  holiday’s. 

The  pressure  to  relate  to  Christmas  is 
particularly  oppressive  to  non-Chris¬ 
tians.  If  you  don’t  believe  in  the  relig¬ 
ion,  you’re  told  just  to  enjoy  the  spirit 
of  the  holiday,  the  peace  and  love. 
(And  maybe  to  buy  a  few  presents.) 
There  is  token  recognition  of  Chanu¬ 
kah  —  in  grammar  school  we  both 
sang  “The  Draedle  Song”  along  with 
twenty-nine  different  Christmas.carols. 
But  Chanukah  is  often  pushed  as 
Jewish  people’s  Christmas,  and  the 
real  message  is  that  they  should  be, 
buying  and  celebrating  too. 

For  many  gay  people  the  most  over¬ 
whelming  part  of  the  holidays  is  the 
pressure  to  be  relating  to  one’s  family. 
Many  of  us  have  very  complicated  rela¬ 
tionships  with  our  families,  whether  or 
not  they  know  about  our  gayness. 
There  is  tremendous  pressure  to  see  our 
families,  whether  we  want  to  or  not.  If 
we  have  a  lover,  it  can  be  even  more 
complex.  Is  she/he  accepted  into  our 
family,  or  are  we  accepted  into  theirs? 
Are  there  comparisons  between  us  and 
our  heterosexual  siblings,  with  their 


lovers/spouses  treated  better  than  our 
lovers?  Sometimes  we  want  to  share 
our  family  with  our  lovers,  but  some¬ 
times  the  family  situation  is  so  intense 
we  would  rather  not  feel  responsible 
for  bringing  anyone  else  into  it. 

If  one  is  not  out  to  one’s  family, 
going  home  often  means  fielding  the 
annual  question  of  “When  are  you 
going  to  settle  down  and  get  married?” 
Without  nuclear  families  of  our  own 
with  whom  to  carry  on  holiday  tradi¬ 
tions,  we  often  feel  like  we’re  never 
quite  grown  up.  All  of  this  can  create 
an  enormous  amount  of  tension  and 
anxiety  between  us  and  our 
lovers/friends  and  families  at  this 
holiday  time. 

Part  of  celebrating  Christmas  in¬ 
cludes  helping  others  “less  fortunate” 
than  ourselves.  Every  day  the  Globe 
Santa  tells  another  story  of  how  hard 
people’s  lives  can  be.  The  message, 
though,  is  that  if  you  contribute  what¬ 
ever  you  can  afford,  the  Globe  Santa 
will  do  the  rest,  and  everything  will  be 
much  better.  But  charity  at  Christmas 
does  not  include  an  analysis  of  what 
causes  such  inequities  in  income,  and 
what  societal  forces  work  to  destroy 
people’s  lives.  God  saved  us  by  sending 
his  son;  we  can  save  others  by  giving  a 
little  of  our  money. 

The  most  obvious  criticism  of  Christ¬ 
mas  is  how  much  it  revolves  around 
money.  Under  the  guise  of  peace  on 
earth,  good  will  toward  others,  capital¬ 
ism  profits  from  the  sales  of  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  electronic  gadgets, 
breakable  toys,  and  other  products.  An 
increasing  number  of  businesses  rely 
on  these  Christmas  sales  to  remain 
solvent,  and  so  there  is  no  let-up  in  the 
message  to  buy-buy-buy.  Persuasive 
advertising  continually  tells  us  that  we 
must  own  or  buy  things  for  either  our 
own  satisfaction  or  to  prove  to  friends 
and  family  that  we  love  them. 


If  gay  people  want  to  celebrate 
Christmas,  capitalism  will  accommo¬ 
date  us  with  special  cards  and  presents 
designed  with  us  in'mind.  What’s  most 
important  is  that  we  spend  the  money 
—  there  will  always  be  something  to 
buy. 

There  is  a  lot  of  talk  at  this  time  of 
year  about  creating  our  own  new  tradi¬ 
tions.  This  can  be  somewhat  difficult, 
since  traditions  evolve  rather  than 
being  created  on  demand.  Despite  all 
our  criticisms  of  Christmas,  we  are  still 
spending  Christmas  eve  with  friends 
and  exchanging  presents.  However  you 
choose  to  celebrate  or  not  celebrate  the 
holidays  —  be  it  working,  being  with 
one’s  family,  going  to  the  movies, 
sharing  it  with  close  friends  and/or  a 
lover,  sleeping  all  day  —  we  wish  you 
luck. 

Kenny:  One  of  the  things  about 
being  gay  is  that  I  always  feel  like  I’m 
on  the  fringe  of  society.  To  me,  as  a 
gay  person,  the  Christmas  spirit  feels 
like  a  big  farce.  I  feel  like  it’s  trying  to 
convince  people  that  things  are  really 
okay.  It  seems  like  a  denial  of  what  we 
have  to  live  with  in  our  daily  lives;  poor 
quality  of  life,  unfulfilling  work,  lone¬ 
liness,  fear  of  violence.  There  is  a  real 
lack  of  joy  in  many  people’s  lives  .  .  . 
so  we  have  to  manufacture  it.  Being 
gay,  I  don’t  feel  like  this  is  my  holiday. 
We  don’t  have  much  to  celebrate  in 
this  $ociety. 

Two  years  ago  on  Christmas  a  friend 
and  I  walked  all  day  from  Cambridge 
to  Brookline  and  we  didn’t  see  anyone 
on  the  streets  at  all.  It  brought  home  to 
me  that,  since  I  didn’t  have  a  family  or 
lover  in  town,  I  wa:  literally  out  in  the 
cold.  It  can  be  a  very  lonesome,  depres¬ 
sing  time  of  year. 

It’s  important  for  us  not  to  get  into 
the  myth  that  it’s  only  us  (gays)  who 
are  lonely  on  the  holidays.  With  all 
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BRIDGE;  BEAR  LEFT.  ONE  MILE  Up! 
ON  THE  RIGHT  IS  DIROCCO’S.f 
FROST  RD.  (RTE.  3A) 


I 


♦ 


Gay  Community  News,  January  6,  1979 


Page  1 1 


Rituals  for  Revolutionaries 


By  Patricia  Roth  Schwartz 

Last  December,  a  few  weeks  after 
the  traumatic  and  bloody  ending  of  a 
relationship,  I  found  myself  wandering 
through  a  department  store,  the  usual 
holiday  images  assaulting  my  sensibili¬ 
ties:  tinned  carols,  tacky  tinsel,  pinch¬ 
faced  parents  and  whiny  kids.  Yet  I 
was  grief-stricken:  this  dismal  scene 
seemed  to  me  a  cheerful  holiday 
throng,  the  “Great  Majority,”  of 
which  I,  a  queer,  and  a  loverless  one  to 
boot,  was  emphatically  not  a  part.  My 
immediate  assumption  was:  “All  of 
them  are  happy,  and  I  am  not!” 

For  the  first  time  in  our  history,  a 
sense  of  community  and  belonging  for 
many  gay  people  now  exists.  Lesbian/ 
feminists  have  our  own  strong  group¬ 
ings  in  many  cities  now,  where  some 
women  are  exploring  new  expressions 
of  woman-identified  spirituality.  Gay 
t  men,  too,  through  social  groups,  com¬ 
munity  centers,  alternative  churches, 
are  developing  a  positive  view  of  our¬ 
selves  and  our  own  lifestyles.  What  do 
we  do  to  build  on  these  resources  to 
become  more  whole?  To  affirm  instead 
of  simply  survive  our  own  life-choices? 
To  create  family  for  ourselves,  where 
who  we  are  is  not  just  accepted,  but 
celebrated?  How  can  we  find  alterna¬ 
tive  rituals  to  nourish  our  growth  as 
persons  and  as  a  group,  to  transcend 
traditional  religious  and  social  customs 
which  oppress  us?  All  of  this  seems  to 
be  particularly  vital  in  a  time  when  a 
vicious  backlash,  not  just  against  gays, 
but  those  seeking  human, rights  of  all 
kinds,  is  rampant  across  the  country. 


The  answer  lies,  I  believe,  in  looking 
inward,  to  deeply  examine  who  we  are 
and  how  we  can  best  symbolize  our 
strengths  and  our  power. 

Many  lesbian/feminists  have  trouble 
with  Christian  religious  holidays.  They 
represent  a  patriarchal  world-view 
which  subjugates  the  female.  Return¬ 
ing  to  our  ancient  roots  in  a  matri¬ 
archal  time  provides  a  rich  and  healing 
source  of  new  images  and  ceremonies 
for  us.  With  this  kind  of  a  background, 
we  can  begin  to  acknowledge  and 
rejoice  in  our  own  bodies,  our  sexuality 
and  our  rhythms,  which  are  cyclical 
and  in  tune  with  the  phases  of  the 
moon  and  the  changing  seasons.  We 
can  learn  about  woman-identified 
rituals  which  are  designed  to  take  place 
according  to  a  lunar  calendar,  in  such 
volumes  as  The  Book  of  Light  and 
Shadows  by  Z  Budapest,  and  Moon, 
Moon  by  Anne  Rush.  Winter  Solstice, 
the  closest  holiday  to  Christmas,  may 
be  kept  with  a  close  group  of  friends  to 
affirm  rebirth  in  the  season  of  the 
longest  night  of  the  year. 

Without  going  into  the  ancient 
matriarchal  ceremonies,  it’s  possible  to 
create  a  simple  yet  moving  experience 
with  a  circle  of  friends  sitting  quietly, 
breathing,  or  meditating  together,  to 
candlelight  while  playing  special  music 
(the  albums  of  Kay  Gardner,  Moon 
Circles  and  Emerging,  are  especially 
well-suited).  Pass  wine,  or  milk  and 
bread  and  honey  (or  whatever  you 
choose  as  symbols  meaningful  to  the 
group)  around  the  circle.  Have  each 


person  share  his  or  her  own  thoughts: 
on  the  year  coming  to  a  close,  what  he 
or  she  wishes  for  herself  and  her 
friends,  feelings  of  caring  for  others  in 
the  group,  whatever  feels  right  and 
meaningful.  Such  experiences  can 
bring  into  the  usual  round  of  too  many 
drinks  at  loud  parties  or  bars  the  touch 
of  spirituality  —  oneness  with  our¬ 
selves,  others,  the  universe  —  that 
holidays  like  Christmas  were  originally 
supposed  to  give  us  anyway. 

Many  other  formats  can  be  created. 
A  holiday  ritual  should  create  a  sense 
of  peace  and  togetherness.  It  should 
provide  an  opportunity  for  reflection 
as  well  as  for  reaching  outward.  Ritual 
involves  some  kind  of  concrete  symbol¬ 
ization  of  our  experience,  objects  into 
which  feelings  can  be  projected. 
Sharing  something,  offering  something 
to  the  group  and  each  other  can  be 
combined  with  music.  Movement  and 


Holidays  Continued 

these  expectations  of  joy  and  happiness 
how  can  one  help  but  be  disappointed? 
It  really  takes  a  lot  of  courage  not  to 
conform  to  all  the  things  we’re 
supposed  to  do  at  the  holiday  time  but 
it’s  important  to  remember  that  we’re 
not  alone  and  often  others  feel  the 
same  sense  of  isolation  and  alienation 
that  we  do. 

One  thing  I  do  feel  like  celebrating  at 
this  time  of  year  is  that  the  days  will  be 


dance  are  powerful  ways  to  express 
emotion.  All  rituals  should  have  a  be¬ 
ginning  and  an  end:  a  coming  together 
and  a  leave-taking. 

Ritual  might  also  be  seen  as 
something  that  can  happen  in  a  more 
worldly  way:  the  beginning  of  a  yearly 
tradition  of  going  out  to  give  to  others. 
We  all  remember  those  corny  little 
carol  sings  with  the  scouts  to  old  folks’ 
homes.  What  in  our  lives  today  can 
recapture  what  that  was  supposed  to 
mean?  Most  Christmases  most  of  us 
proclaim  our  disgust  for  the  insincere 
pap  we  see  and  hear  all  around  us  — 
and  yet  all  of  us  still  hunger  for 
whatever  it  is  that  will  tell  us  that  life  is 
a  gift,  that  loving  is  real,  that  there  is  a 
dimension  beyond  our  mortal  limits  to 
which  we  are  connected. 

If  we  take  the  personal  risk  to  reach 
beyond  the  routines  of  our  daily  busi¬ 
ness,  beyond  the  crippling  myths  that 
lock  us  in  and  put  us  down,  then, 
whenever,  however  and  with 
whomever  we  spend  the  holidays,  we 
are  one  step  closer  to  home. 


getting  shorter  since  the  solstice  is  ap¬ 
proaching.  I  enjoy  gathering  with  my 
friends  and  sharing  that  with  them. 

Mary:  Christmas  is  an  important 
holiday  for  me.  I  was  a  very  religious 
Catholic  as  a  child  and  was  raised  as  a 
“firm  believer.”  We  celebrated  Christ¬ 
mas  from  Advent  (four  weeks  before 
Christmas)  to  the  Epiphany  (two  weeks 
after  Christmas).  We  had  weeks  of 
preparation  leading  up  to  the  holidays. 
It  was  a  very  moving  time  for  me  as  a 

Continued  on  Page  13 


TAPESTRY.. 

FEMINIST  COUNSELING  &  EDUCATION 
FOR 

LESBIANS.  LESBIAN  &  GAY  COUPLES. 
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(Also  groups,  career 
and  work  consultation) 

Call  for  brochure  or  appt: 

(617)  661-0248 

Negotiable  Fees 

20  Sacramento  Street,  Cambridge  02138 


GAY  WOMEN  AND 
MEN  OF  BOSTON  A.A. 

invite 

ALL 

to  a 

New  Year’s  Eve  Dance 

December  31st. 

10:30  p.m _ 

$4.00  donation 

OLD  WEST  CHURCH 
STAMFORD  ST.  BOSTON 


CLONEONETTES 

Marionettes  made 
to  look  like 
f  anyone  you  want! 

For  information: 
Send  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope  to: 

CLONEONETTES 

Box  1  •  59  Burbank  St.  •  Boston,  MA  02115 


A  SEASON’S 

GREETINGS 


fiOOP  FOOR  UJIS  Of 
&,FRieNPty  WOMEN. 
\AND  fl^TFEMNIsT, 


ENTERTAlNMSNr/J 


134  HAMPSHIRE  Sr 


TUES.-SuN. 
5' 30 -10  PM 


THE.  VVOM£N'/^5TAURANT  354 -8371  WELCOME. 


BOSTON 


Remember  when  gay  meant  you  liked  to  laugh?  It  still  does. 

RELAX!  THIS  BOOK  IS 
ONLY  A  PHASE  YOU’RE 
GOING  THROUGH 

Gay  Cartoons  from  Christopher  Street  Magazine 

By  Charles  Ortleb  and  Richard  Fiala 

The  second  book  of  gay  cartoons  from  Christopher  Street  Magazine 
proves  definitively  that  gay  people  are  in  no  better  shape  than  anybody 
else — except  maybe  when  it  comes  to  taste  and  income. 

Once  again  Ortleb  and  Fiala  present  gay  life  to  America  in  such  a 
way  that  it  cannot  possibly  be  taken  seriously.  Although  these  cartoons 
attempt  to  explore  and  comment  on  aspects  of  the  gay  life  not  normallv 
seen  in  the  media- — the  stress  and  conflict  inherent  in  deviant  life 
styles,  the  phenomenology  of  sleeping  alone,  and  the  overriding  im¬ 
portance  of  Perrier  and  yogurt  in  the  gay  subculture — this  book  should 
not  be  taken  for  the  real  thing. 

If  Ortleb-Fiala  keep  this  up,  they  may  succeed  in  putting  Anita 
Bryant  out  of  business  and  the  rest  of  us  in  stitches. 

Charles;  Ortleb  was  a  poet  before  he  sold  nut  and  became  Publisher  of  Christopher  Street.  //< 
lives  with  Kevin  in  New  York  City.  Richard  Fiala  has  been  drawing  cartoons  for  two  years  and 
will  keep  doing  it  until  he  gets  it  right.  Together  they  must  be  held  accountable for  the first  jl</v  car¬ 
toon  book,  And  God  Bless  Uncle  Harrs  and  His  Roommate  Jack,  Who  We’re  Not  Sup¬ 
posed  to  Falk  About. 
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the  scene  will  be  in  Lowell, 
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entertainment  complex, 
get  in  on  the  ground  floor, 
call  (617)  458-0987  for 
more  information.  the 
scene  will  be  in  Lowell,  a 
multi-level  gay  entertain¬ 
ment  complex,  get  in  on 
the  ground  floor,  call  (617) 
458-0987  for  more  informa¬ 
tion.  the  scene  will  be  in 
Lowell,  a  multi-level  gay 
entertainment  complex, 
get  in  on  the  ground  floor, 
call  (617)  458-0987  for 
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scene  will  be  in  Lowell,  a 
multi-level  gay  entertain¬ 
ment  complex,  get  in  on 
the  ground  floor,  call  (617) 
458-0987  for  more  informa¬ 
tion.  the  scene  will  be  in 
Lowell,  a  multi-level  gay 
entertainment  complex, 
get  in  on  the  ground  floor. 
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Holidays 


Continued 


child.  It  makes  me  want  to  pick  and 
choose  who  1  spend  Christmas  with 
since  I  still  have  strong  feelings  about 
Christmas. 

I  am  not  out  to  my  parents  as  a 
lesbian.  The  people  who  feel  like 
family  to  me  are  my  close  friends  and 
that  is  who  I’ve  chosen  to  spend  my 
holidays  with.  This  is  the  third  year 
that  I  have  decided  not  to  spend 
Christmas  with  my  parents  and  they 
are  clearly  disappointed.  It’s  hard  for 
them  but  I  know  it’s  the  right  thing  for 
me  to  do. 

I  see  Christmas  as  a  time  to  take 
space  out  of  our  lives  and  celebrate. 
It’s  a  time  that  ensures  that  I  will  have 
space  to  spend  with  my  close  friends 
and  read  stories  together,  cook  meals, 
party  with  each  other,  decorate  a  tree. 
This  year  I’m  going  away  for  a  few 
days  with  my  lover  and  some  other 
friends  for  a  few  days.  I 
see  part  of  the  celebration  as  a  way  of 
integrating  my  past  and  present.  The 
ways  Christmas  was  important  to  me  in 
the  past  aren’t  the  same  now  but  it  still 
carries  with  it  meaning  for  me  that  I 
don’t  want  to  do  away  with . 
Tradition  is  important  to  a  lot  of 
people.  I  find  the  totally  anti-Christ¬ 
mas  celebration  attitude  difficult  and 
oppressive  to  me  because  I  enjoy 
celebrating  Christmas  with  my  friends 
and  I  want  that  right. 

Ruth 

I  am  a  Jewish  lesbian  and  a  mother 
of  two  children.  I  was  married  for  ten 
years  and  during  that  time  went  along 
with  my  husband’s  family  tradition  of 
spending  Christmas  with  them  and 
having  an  extravagant  celebration.  We 
always  bought  and  received  lots  of 
expensive  gifts.  Each  year  we  would  go 
into  debt  and  then  his  family  would 
end  up  giving  us  a  check  to  help  pay  off 


our  bills  .  .  .  this  became  a  vicious 
cycle. 

As  a  single  mother  I  don’t  go  into 
debt  anymore.  The  children  spend 
Christmas  with  their  father  and  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  buy  them  expensive  presents. 
I  have  always  felt  competitive  with  my 
ex-husband  around  gift  buying.  Since  I 
have  little  money,  he  buys  presents  and 
says  they’re  from  both  of  us.  I  always 
suggest  buying  the  kids  practical  pre¬ 
sents  like  a  desk  or  lamp  but  he  wants 
to  buy  more  expensive,  luxury  gifts. 
But  he  has  the  money  and  power  so  his 
choice  prevails.  I  also  see  the  sexism 
come  out  in  the  gifts  he  chooses.  For 
my  daughter  he  buys  pretty,  frilly  gifts 
.  .  .  often  clothes.  Whereas  for  my  son 
who  wants  to  be  a  musician,  my  ex- 
husband  buys  presents  like  a  stereo  .  .  . 
things  that  will  help  him  with  his 
career. 

The  children  really  change  at  the 
holiday  time.  My  daughter  becomes 
extremely  agitated  and  chaotic.  She 
feels  a  desperate  need  to  accumulate 
money  to  buy  presents  for  everyone. 
She  works  real  hard  doing  babysitting 
and  other  odd  jobs  in  order  to  save 
money.  And  then  she  wants  everything 
and  expects  all  her  dreams  to  come  true 
on  Christmas.  My  son  has  a  part  time 
job  as  a  cook  and  saves  2  weeks’ pay 
($80)  for  Christmas  presents.  It’s 
amazing  to  watch  the  same  thing 
happen  each  year.  It’s  fascinating. 

I  often  feel  like  a  scrooge  since  I 
don’t  have  much  money.  I’m  a  student 
and  always  feel  the  pressure  of  exams 
at  this  time  of  year.  I  get  very  de¬ 
pressed  and  feel  like  I  can’t  match 
other  people’s  presents.  I  have  begun 
to  celebrate  Chanukah  which  I  never 
did  when  I  was  married.  This  feels  real 
good  to  me  since  I  had  become  less  in- 
vplved  in  Jewish  tradition  when  I  was 
married.  Now  I  have  something  that  I 
also  celebrate  with  the  kids  that  feels 
more  like  my  holiday. 


Snyder  &  Weinstein 

Attorneys  and  Counselors  at  Law 


Wishing  you  a  loving 
and 

lawful  holiday  season 

240  COMMERCIAL  STREET  573  MAPLE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02109  MANCHESTER,  N.H.  03104 

TEL.  (617)  227-8000  TEL.  (603)  669-3363 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

0.  STATION  423-4340 


—DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK— 

“DUNE  BUDDIES’’ 


“GAY  ILLUSIONS” 
and  “PASSING  STRANGERS” 


Boston's  Best  All  Male  Show! 

MIDNIGHT  FRIDA  Y  NIGHT  Free  hot  and  cold  beverages  for  our  patrons 


X‘  RATED 


“LUST  AT  NIGHT” 
and  “THE  FUN  BUNS”  ^ 


HeW  V£ARS 

'eve' 


0 


Hew  V&AR5 
'DAY' 


1959  TARTY 


FROM  10PM  ON 
ROAST  BEEF  DINNER 
CHAMPAGNE  TOAST  AT  MIDNIGHT 


DOORS  LOCKED  AT  1 :30  AM 


MUST  HAVE  ADVANCED  INVITATION 


180  MASS  AVE. 


"THEME  IS  THE  YEAR  1939  " 

2 fori  FOR  ALL  IN  1939  ATTIRE 
CASH  PRIZE  FOR  BEST  COSTUME 

2  to4PM  COMPLETE  BREAKFAST  j 

AND  LARGE  BLOODY  MARY  $1.50  j 

SPECIAL  BUFFET  AT  8PM  , 

\ 

MUSIC  OF  THETIMES  & 

i 

CAMBRIDGE 
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CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classified 


JUST  FRIENDS 


&o  all  our  reatrers 

Jlerrp  Cftrtsrtmasf 
i>appp  Cfjanukal) 
|appp  J^teto  gear 

Jfrom  tf )t  <&Cj£  &taff 


TAKE  YOUR  PICK! 


*  half  i 
humtmn! 


Just  Friends  is  a  new  section  devoted 
entirely  to  the  concept  of  simple  human 
contact.  If  you  seek  a  lover  or  a  room¬ 
mate,  this  is  the  wrong  column.  If  you 
want  to  communicate  with  and/or  meet 
other  gays  to  exchange  ideas  or  socialize 
without  the  expectation  of  sexual  gratifi¬ 
cation,  you  may  send  an  ad  in  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  for  just  $3.00  for  up  to  50  words 
(longer  ads,  5<( each  additional  word)  plus 
a  headline-of  no  more  than  25  characters. 
Write  the  ad  copy  on  a  plain  piece  of 
paper  or  use  our  form  if  it  all  fits.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name,  address  and  phone 
number  for  our  files,  not  necessarily  the 
ad.  You  can  have  a  forwarding  bx  for  $3 
for  6  wks  or  a  pick-up  box  for  $1  for  6  wks. 
This  section  is  for  both  individuals  and 
couples,  not  organizations  or  groups.  We 
hope  men  and  women  will  seek  friends  of 
the  opposite  as  well  as  the  same  sex.  Any 
ad  that  is  clearly  a  personal  rather  than  a 
friendship  ad  will  be  returned  for  proper 
payment  at  the  personal  rate. 


TRUTH  AND  FRIENDSHIP 
GWM  34  seeks  others  who  desire  the 
company  of  a  truthful  and  honest  person. 
Wish  to  share  special  times  with  one  who 
is  not  afraid  to  express  himself  to  others. 
Prefer  reliable  companions  who  would 
like  to  share  walks,  dining  out,  shows  and 
sporting  events.  Box  114,  N.  Weymouth, 
MA  02191. _ (22) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILD  FLOWER 
Holidays  are  such  a  crock 
They  prove  the  ticking  of  the  clock. 

I  love  you,  love  you. 

Tick  tock,  tick  tock.  All  my  love, 
Porcupine 

GCN  STAFF:  PAST  AND  PRESENT 

Happy  holidays  and  every  days.  We  love 
you  more  than  we  can  say.  You  give  and 
have  given  much  and  never  get  the  good 
you  deserve.  At  least  you  should  know 
you  are  appreciated.  Porcupine  and 
Mousie. 


UNO  UNO 

If  your  luck  holds  out,  we’ll  be  fighting 
merrily  together  by  Thursday  night,  so 
we’ll  be  together  when  this  comes  & 
have  a  giggle.  If  not,  you  can  giggle 
without  the  fight.  Love  you  anyway. 


GEORGE  AND  TONY 

Wherever  you  are,  together  or  separately, 
we  love  you,  miss  you,  think  of  you  often 
and  wish  you  very  happy  holidays.  All 
your  friends  at  GCN. 


You’ve  got  me  coming  and  going. 
Looking  forward  to  seeing  you. 

I’m  seeing  you  all  the  time. 

You’re  filling  me  up. 

Lucious. 

R  (23) 


ERIC 

Do  you  really  think  women  are  by  nature 
more  charming?  What  a  dreadful  thing  to 
have  said.  But  we  love  you  anyway.  Have 
a  happy.  P  and  N. 


TIRED  OF  HOLIDAY  BARS 
GM,  5'10",  30,  162,  blond,  into  fitness, 
TM,  massage  w/oil  and  candles,  seeks  to 
really  get  to  know  the  right,  similar  GWM. 
Prefer  but  not  necessary,  Mediterranean. 
Box  672,  102  Charles  St.  Boston,  MA 

02114. _ (24) 

GWF,  25,  lonely,  wants  to  share  life  with 
sensitive,  honest,  slim  GWF,  23-32,  in 
hopefully  lasting  relationship.  Into  film, 
music,  books,  sports,  good  times.  No 
children.  Bos  area,  suburbs.  Send  tel.  no. 
GCN  Box  976 _ (21  -t-) 


GAY,  IN  NEED  OF  FRIENDS? 

The  Egyptian,  a  private  club,  offers  a  re¬ 
laxed  ambience  which  includes  plush 
surroundings  conducive  to  conversation, 
as  well  as  a  dignified  alternative  in  which 
men  may  privately  rendevous.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information  call  (201)  295-4900. 
Located  in  central  NJ— -truly  an  oasis! 

(25) 

RU  from  Camb-Boston  area?  I'd  like  sum 
1  local  2  get  2  gether  with  once  &  a  while. 

I  live  N-A  modern  Dscrt  lux  apt  with  cable 
&  dirty  movies  on  MBTA  line  with  private 
parking.  I’m  also  N2  dinner  dates,  travel, 
whist,  hearts.  I'm  29,  cleancut.  profes¬ 
sional  &  hve  a  fettish  against  cigarettes, 
mustaches,  beards  &  heavy  drugs.  Call 
any  time  UP  2  2AM  if  U  R  under  25,  go  2 
skool  or  work  full  time.  I'll  B-N  London 
10-28  to  11-09  &  again  11-20  to  11-30.  Lve 
message  when  I'm  away  or  not  home  on 
my  ans  machine  No  1  will  hear  message 
except  me.  No  1  niters!  Rick  MBD-RRTF. 

_  (24) 


GWM-40  professional:  6’2”,  short  blond 
hair,  trimmed  beard  and  mustache, 
macho,  hot,  sensuous,  loving-caring,  ag¬ 
gressive.  Interested  in  meeting  guys  of 
similar  age  and  interests:  Levis,  flannel 
shirts,  jock  straps,  keys  left,  jeeps, 
beards  and  mustaches.  I  am  not  inter¬ 
ested  in  SM  or  heavy  drugs.  All  re¬ 
sponses  answered  promptly.  GCN  Box 
979.  _ (23), 


MIGUEL  HERNANDEZ 
It  is  important  that  you  contact  me  as 
soon  as  you  see  this.  Important.  Dave  S, 
661-6975  or  home  number 


GAY  LEGISLATION 

NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta-( 
tion,  Boston,  MA02114. _ (48' 


If  Black  or  White  Is  not  an  issue  to  you, 
why  write  W  or  B?  Just  GM,  GF  will  do. 
How  about  It??? 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  MA 

02108. 


SERVICES 


HASSIE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 
4603)  224-5600  Concord 

FUNDING  AVAILABLE 

For  feminist  projects  from  the  Feminist 
Therapy  Conference  Committee.  More  in¬ 
formation  and  R.F.P.’s  (instruction)  avail¬ 
able  at  New  Words,  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  and  Janus  House. _ (23) 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 


In  The  Vendome  Mall 
160  Commonwealth  Ave. 


1617)  247-1832 
Boston.  Mass.  02116 


FRASER  AND  WISE  ATTORNEYS 
2001  Beacon  St.,  Brighton.  566-1745. 
Criminal,  tenants,  consumer,  divorce, 
civil  rights  —  a  general  practice  in  Cleve- 
land  Circle. _ (23) 


SIFIEDCLASSIFIEDCLASSI 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6  th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  PRISONERS 

APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 

Headlines _ at  $ _ ,perwk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines _ at  $ _ per  wk. 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


Name. 


Address. 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED 
Please  Print  Neatlv. 


City. 

Zip_ 


.  .  $_ 


State. 


Phone . 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


LJ  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


r| 

MASS.  BAY  1 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 

AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 

A  New  location— A  Now  Phono  Number 

Newton  Corner,  Mom.  (off  the  Pike) 

(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 

.PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  wouliT 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Cali  us.  Xanadu  Printing, 
661-6975.  . 

Snyder  and  Weinstein 

Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law  ( 

240  Commercial  Street  , 

Boston.  MA  02109  (617)  227-8000  (52)  ji 

Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or  , 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings,  i 

(GHt  i 

ROOMMATES 

2  GF  and  2  cats  looking  for  other  GF  to 
complete  our  home.  Supportive,  easy¬ 
going,  nondogmatic  household.  $106. 
Call  547-1879.  (24) 

Beacon  Hill  2  rmmtes  to  share  sunny  3 
bdrm  apt  with  GM  23.  Exposed  brick 
walls,  dshwshr,  garb  disp,  skylite,  car¬ 
peted.  $93.33  inc  ht/hw.  367-1394.  (23)  i 

2  GM  sk  M  or  F  2  share  Ig  Nahant  home.  U 
have  entire  3d  fl  w/ocean  vu.  4  rms,  bath, 
hallway.  We  share  ktch,  DR,  LR,  Ig  yd, 
grdn.  Off-street  pkng.  Nr  bus.  $180  inc 
util.  Jan  1  occ.  598-5549.  (23) 

GWM  NEEDS  NOW!!! 

GWM  34  friendly,  responsible,  seeks 
comfortable  living  —  in  or  around  Beacon 
Hill.  Paul  Caron,  825-6700  (24) 

JP— 4  women  (2  gay,  2  str)  seek  1  more 
lesbian  for  feminist  hse.  Veg,  non¬ 
smoking,  committed  to  coop  living.  Nr 
Orange,  Grn  T.  522-3246.  (23) 

GWM  24,  grad  stud  seeks  studio  or  1  br 
apt  or  roommate  situation  for  Jan  or  Feb. 
Prefer  Camb,  S  End,  Brook,  but  not 
limited.  Call  Paul  at  354-4573.  (23) 

RMTE  22-26  WANTED  TO  SHARE 

S.  End  2  br  apt.  Non-smoker,  prof  or  stdnt 
prefrd.  1  am  GWM,  24,  neat,  strt  acting,  in- 
telligent,  like  music  &  partying.  $205  plus 
elec.  Call  Mark  426-1415.  (21) 

N  H  Seacoast.  G  M  29  seeks  same  or  G  F  to 
share  lovely  2  bdrm  beach  house  til  June. 
Must  be  discreet,  responsible,  prof  or 
serious  student.  Your  share  $125/mo  plus 

Vz  util.  GCN  Box  980.  (24) 

- 

HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS 

from 

Z?.  ‘SeCCcUACUtCC 

Advertising 
Design  & 
Placement 

739-2200 


MEDFORD  NR  TUFTS 
M  or  F  to  share  5  rms,  $100  plus  V2  util, 
itive,  quiet,  comfortable  people. 
625-3307  morns/Sundays. (24) 


APARTMENTS 


Free  S.  End  apt  for  respon  single  person 
in  exchange  for  making  me  6  simple 
meals  a  week.  Bill,  266-6412, _ (23) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-Insured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 


JOBS  WANTED 


HANDY  PERSON  CARPENTER 
Experienced  at  general  carpentry,  renova¬ 
tions,  repairs  &  painting,  interior  &  ex¬ 
terior.  Free  estimates.  By  the  job,  by  the 
hour.  Mark  445-6676. _  (MJ  xchng) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


THE  WOMEN'S  EXCHANGE 
is  looking  for  women-identified  crafts- 
women  with  items  to  sell  or  to  share  in  a 
collective  project.  We  also  have  vibrators 
and  other  “interesting”  items.  53  River 
St.,  Camb.  661-2059. _ (23) 


— 


RESORTS 


In  the  heart  of  New  England’s  best  ski 
areas,  on  a  bluff  overlooking  the  Pas- 
sumsic  River,  in  E.  Barnet,  VT  is  Inwood 
Manor.  A  Guest  House  you  can  grow 
with,  a  place  having  unrealized  potential 
that  you  can  help  realize,  a  diamond  in 
the  rough  whose  facets  you  could  be 
instrumental  in  cleaving.  Inwood  Manor 
is  for  everyone  to  enjoy  but  is  especially 
appealing  to  the  discriminating  man  who 
enjoys  the  conviviality  of  other  men  in  a 
friendly,  relaxed  atmosphere.  Let  Inwood 
Manor  be  your  base  of  operations  for  your 
winter  sports  activities  or  just  relaxing 
with  a  special  friend.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  or  write:  Ron  Kaczor,  Inwood 
Manor,  E.  Barnet,  VT  05821;  (802) 
633-4047. _ (24) 


SKI  HOUSE  IN  VERMONT 
2  rooms  in  log  cabin  by  wkend  or  wk  with 
meals  $60/double,  $40/single  for  wkend. 
Conv  to  ski  areas  and  x-country.  Call  (802) 
436-21 50 _ _ (23) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY 


FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (C)  (3) 
organization),  is  looking  for  a  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned  basis. 
In  its  fifth  year,  Quest  is  an  independent 
journal  publishing  feminist  theory  and 
political  analysis.  Join  us  in  a  unique 
work  experience.  Our  only  requirement  is 
enthusiasm!  Contact;  Alexa  Freeman, 
P.O.  Box  8843,  Washington,  D.C.  20003. 
(202)  293-1347. _ (exch) 


FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for  thei 
Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation.  Ex¬ 
citing  part-time  vork.  Call  after  3,  M-Th  at 
742-4811.  Thank  you. 


ADVERTISING  SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
part  time  ad  sales  rep.  to  work  primarily 
at  night.  20%  commission.  Contact 
Richard  at  426-4469. 

PART  TIME  HOUSECLEANERS 
Positions  open  imm  In  growing  bus  with 
superior  rep.  Full  days  2-4/wk,  1  day  wk¬ 
end,  team  concept,  will  train,  could  dev 
into  perm  full  time  with  opp  for  adv  based 
on  our  growth  &  yr  perf.  Exc  ref  a  must; 
exc  sal  &  quarterly  merit  bonuses.  Lesb/ 
fern  owned  &  operated.  Call  Anne  Martin 
742-6248. _ (24) 

AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly  has 
openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary  based 
on  experience,  plus  15%  commission. 
661-3567.  (ex) 


Gay  Community  News,  January  6,  1979 


Page  15 


c  I  a  ssifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIED 


PRISONERS 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
nore  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92. _ (c) 

ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  please 
write  very  neatly  and  plainly.  Print  or  use 
typewriter  if  possible.  Fancy,  small  or 
closely-packed  writing  is  unreadable  and 
letters  so  written  will  be  discarded  from 
now  on. 


GM,  26,  Puerto  Rican,  5’6”,  145,  con¬ 
sidered  very  good  looking.  Release  in 
March,  would  like  corresponding  with 
gays,  possible  Ing  relation,  would  like  to 
settle  down  with  gay.  Gilbert  Martinez 
#C63863,  Box  1 12,  Joliet,  IL 60434.  (22) 


If  you  can  spare  a  little  love  write  Michael 
G.  Allen  046789,  P.O.  Box  221 ,  Raiford,  FL 
32083.  _ (22) 


25,  It  brn  hair,  med  build,  155,  5’8”.  Hazel 
eyes.  Like  to  fish  and  hunt.  I  am  coin  and 
stamp  collector.  No  age  limit  to  writers. 
Chuck  Fuson,  P.O.  Box  1100  1694,  Avon 
Park,  FL  33825. _ (22) 


Wm  23,  brn  h,  hazel  e,  5’10”,  154,  well  en¬ 
dowed,  considered  gd  Ikng.  Jimmy  Wells 
148-296,,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH 
45699.  (22) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


AFFIRMATION 
,  For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Male  Concerns  —  New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply  4 
I  Phillips  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114. _ 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
,every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. _ (7-10), 

BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UN1VERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an  inclu¬ 
sive  group  of  religious  liberals  working  to 
provide  opportunities  for  community 
building  among  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
meets  every  Sunday  evening  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.,  at 
7:00  p.m.  Lesbians  especially  welcome. 
For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatley  at 
742-2100. _ (D49) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  stajf  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  Tegislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor-, 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now.' 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3 
pm  until  midnight. _ (20) 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counselling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5PM  Sat  for 
women,  and  Sun  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
tounselling,  Sun-Tue's  6-10  PM.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. _ (fr) 


NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301. 332-4440, 
673-8348,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa¬ 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 

Lesbian  rap  group  meets  every  other  Sun¬ 
day  evening  in  Greater  Lowell  area.  If  in- 
terested  call  (61 7)  663-2322. _ (25) 


PUBLICATIONS 


Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You’re  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  GA  30306. 
(c) 


The  Wishing  Well:  The  largest  Nat. 
Magazine  featuring  hundreds  of  self¬ 
descriptions  of  gay  women  (by  code 
number)  wishing  to  write  and  meet  with 
confidentiality.  $2.50  per  issue.  Al&o 
escorted  group  travel  tours  for  gay 
women.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947,  _ 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.'s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Central  Sta.  NYC  10017. 


BEING  A  VEGETARIAN? 
is  It  for  you?  Moral,  economic,  nutri  :iv j 
info  in  16  page  booklet.  $1  CW-PO  Box 
89-Deerfield-NH-03037.  Please  send  Icng, 
stamped  envelope. _ (24) 

FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction, 
rssays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry 
.lease  send  it  to  FOCUS  c/o  DOB  '  15' 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge.  MA 
2138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
c  see  your  work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
ree  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
work  is  published.  Include  SASE  for  re¬ 
turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publica¬ 
tion.  (c» 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 


THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men. 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather,  Men,  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM' 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 

39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing,  Mixed. 

1  CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Food,  Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Dancing,  Men. 

CLUB  76 

'  76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
A  place  for  women  and  their  friends. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-6560 
Dancing,  Men-. 


DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  "It's  Different.” 

HARRY’S  PLACE 

45  Essex  St. 

Dancing,  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  7PM,  Thurs 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 

Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

PARADISE 

180  Mass.'  Ave.,  Cambridge 
Talking,  Mostly  Men,  864-4130 
PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (Some  Women). 

119  MERRIMAC 
119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 
Dancing,  Men,  Tues.-Thurs.  Buffet 
9-1 1PM 


■SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 

12-2PM. 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

228  Cambridge  St.  * 

Food,  Men,  Saturday  Brunch  5PM, 
Movies  Mon.,  3PM,  Sunday  Brunch  3PM. 

STYX 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 
Disco  Dancing,  Men. 

TOGETHER 

110  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

TWELVE  CARVER 

12  Carver  St. 

Men. 

WERNER’S 

Sears  Crescent  Building 
City  Hall  Plaza  742-9595 
Food,  Dancing,  Men. 


Quick 


Gay  Guide 

BOSTON  AREA  (Area  Code  61 7) 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

Am  Tikva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge, 

MA  02138  “  524-1890,353-1821 

Boston/Boise  Committee, 

Box  277,  Astor  Station  267-4521 

BU  Gays,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Herman  Union,  Boston  University. 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Charles  Street  Meetinghouse  523-1081 , 354-8807 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

CLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for  lesbian 
women  and  gay  men. 

P.O.  Box  398,  Allston  02134  646-8598 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

380  Green  St.,  Cambridge  02139  492-6450 

Committee  for  Gay  Youth,  GCN  Box 
10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.. 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Esplanade  426-6602 

Evangelicals  Concerned  894-3970 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 

Gay  Concerns  776-6377 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England. 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Gay  AlAnon  (alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  AlAnon,  Greater  Boston  471-6884 

Gay  Business  Assn,  Suite  129, 

102  Charles  St„  Boston  02114  367-0733 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,  Mon. -Fri.)  426-9371 

Gay  Legislation  (Mass.  Caucus), 

P.O.  Box  8841,  J.F.K.  Sta.,  Boston  02117 
73  Tremont  St.,  Rm.  224  742-4811 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College, 
P.O.  Box  LI 99.  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167  661-4059 
Gay  Nurses’  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box  530, 

Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Gay  Parents  Custody  and  Visitation 
Center  353-3157  or  353-3 169 

Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  227-5009 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9FM)  353-2790 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Good  Gay  Poets  445-8550 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  498-6967 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St. ,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lambda  of  Middlesex,  P.O.  Box  1165, 

Framingham  01701.  Nites  $  weekends  429-6593 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 
Lesbian  Mothers,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

46  Pleasant  St..  Cambridge 
(Meets  Thurs,  8pm)  354-8807 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Masssachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  l86'/2  Hampshire  St.. 

Cambridge  661-0450 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  021 39  661-8898,661-6358 

National  Organization  for  Women  •  661-6015 

99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Foundation 

Suite  433, 102.Charles  St.  02114  787-2266 

'Project  Place  267-9T50 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  333-0146 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program,  1348 

Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

EASTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  61 7) 

Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830  363-2286 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853  851-6711 

Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Gay  People  in  Medicine, 

23  Dover  St.,  Worcester  756-9385 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 

Women's  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601  771-6739 

Martha's  Vineyard  Gay  Group  627-8097 

Montachusett  Gay  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  342-5963. 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead  927-2605 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

WESTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  413) 

Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition, 

Box  493,  Pittsfield  01201  442-9450 

Common  Womon  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Lesbian  Union,  9th  floor,  Ca/npus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

Valley  Women’s  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 

CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203) 

"Come  Out  Tonight,"  Box  WYBC/Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520 
CT  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  3712, 

Amity  Sta.,  New  Haven  06525 
East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Box  2031,  Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 


Gay  phone  counseling  (eves.),  New  Haven  436-8945 
Gay  Switchboard  522-5575 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  Women’s  Center, 

U-1 18,  Univ.  of  CT,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575,  232-5110 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/National  Gay 
Archives,  1  Gold  St.,  Suite  22B, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Integrity/Hartford 

P.O.  Box  603,  Glastonbury  522-2646 

Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

MCC/Hartford  232-5110,522-5575 

New  Haven  Lesbian  Rap,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  436-0272 

UConn  Gay  Alliance,  211  Student  Union, 

U  of  CT,  Storrs  06268 
Yalesbians,  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance, 
c/o  Women's  Center,  Wesleyan  Sta., 
Middletown,  06457. 


929-7720 


777-1800 


RHODE  ISLAND 


(Area  Code  401) 


Brown  University  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

Dignity/Providence  941-9013 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 
Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

55  Eddy  St.,  rm  306 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle, 

Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  863-2189 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  III, 
aged  and  handicapped),  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrom  272-8482 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  333-1396 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (Area  Code  603) 

Concerned  Gays,  Student  Activities 
Office,  Memorial  Union  Bldg., 

Univ.  N.H.,  Durham  03824 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  654-9268 

NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

4  Valentine  Hill  Rd.,  Durham  02834 
NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  224-3785;  E.  Rochester  332-4440; 

Keene  399-4927;  Milford  673-8348. 

VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington  05401 ,  M-F,  7-9pm  656-41 73 

Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  21  Eliot  St.,  Brattleboro  254-8176 

Women’s  Center,  182  Main  St.,  Burlington  863-1236 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  212) 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Ass’n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  East  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Women’s  Alternative  532-8669 

4  W.  76th  St.  10023 
Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  677-0237 

Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PI.,  Brooklyn  11217  789-8176/499-1060 


Gays  week,  216  W.  18th  St.  10011 
Gay  Switchboard,  Box  805, 

Madison  Sq.  Sta.,  10010 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  989-6653 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  532-8197 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

2A3  W.  20th‘^t.  10010 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  506  741-5800 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  677-0237 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

Tri-Base  Collective  777-1800 

c/o  N.Y.  Gay  Switchboard 
Box  805  Madison  Sq.  Sta.  10010 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

37  Ninth  Ave.  675-0143 

NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 
34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902  (607)724-1973 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 
332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
Cornell  Gay  Liberation 

Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

Inc.,  713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)244-8640 
14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 

Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 
Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6875 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at 

Farmingdale  (516)420-2292 

Gayphone,  8pm  till  midnight  (516)  665-7373 

Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y.  (516)  246-7943 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640,  244-9030 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80. 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Lambda  Univ., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

New  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  of 
Long  Island,  P.O.  Box  1429,  W.  Babylon  11704 
NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


28  thurs 


23  sat 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folk  Dancing,  Pea¬ 
body  Room,  3rd  floor  of  the  Philips 
Brooks  House  at  the  N.W.  corner  of  Har¬ 
vard  Yard,  2:30-5:30  p.m. 

24  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  Gays  in  the  Holiday  Season:  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  men  talk  about  their  fami¬ 
lies,  friends  and  their  means  of  cele¬ 
brating  the  holidays.  9  a  m. 

Baltimore  —  The  Baltimore  Gay  Alliance 
and  Gay  Community  Center  will  hold  a 
Winter  Solstice  Party  at  the  Gay  Com 
munity  Center  of  Baltimore.  2133  Mary¬ 
land  Ave.  from  9  p.m.  till  .  .  .  B  v.O.B  and 
Nosh.  For  more  information  call  (301) 
837-3755. 

Boston  —  MCC  of  Boston  will  hold 
Christmas  Eve  services  at  7  p.m.,  and  a 
joint  service  with  the  Old  West  Church  at 
11  p.m.,  both  held  at  131  Cambridge  St 

Boston  —  An  In-Town  Boston  Christmas 
Alkathon  will  be  held  from  6  p.m.  Dec.  24 
to  6  p.m.  Dec.  25  at  Church  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant.  67  Newbury  St. 

Boston  —  Boston  Universalist  Gays  and 
Lesbians  will  not  meet  this  Sunday  nor 
the  next. 

25  mon 

Worcester,  MA  —  MCC  of  Worcester  is 
holding  an  Open  House,  beginning  at  12 
noon,  2  Wellington  St.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  753-8360. 

27  wed 

Boston,  MA  -  WGBH-TV  Channel  2,  will 
present  "Into  the  Morning:  Willa  Cather's 
America,”  at  7:30pm.  The  program  will  be 
repeated  at  the  same  time  on  Decem¬ 
ber  30. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Amaranth  will  sponsor 
a  benefit  performance  of  the  lesbin  jazz- 
folk  duo,  "Gypsy"  to  support  Sinister  Wis¬ 
dom.  7  p.m.  and  9  p.m.  at  134  Hampshire 
St.  Tickets  $3.50  at  Amaranth  or  The 
Women's  Exchange.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  354-8371  or  738-9015. 


Boston  —  Gay  men  and  women  of  Boston 
AA  hosts  a  New  Year's  Eve  Dance  at  the 
-Old  West  Church,  Staniford  St.  entrance, 
from  10:30  ’til  ...  $4  donation. 

Boston  —  All  young  lesbians  and  gay 
men  are  cordially  invited  to  a  Festive 
Holiday  Party  given  by  the  Committee  for  , 
Gay  Youth  at  355  Boylston  St.  from  2-5 
p.m.  Under  21  only  please. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folk  Dancing,  Pea¬ 
body  Room  of  the  Philips  Brooks  House 
at  the  N.W.  corner  of  Harvard  Yard, 
2:30-5:30  p.m. 

32  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Elizabeth  Stone 
House  is  sponsoring  a  New  Year's  Eve 
celebration  and  Disco  Dance  at  Memorial 
Hall,  Harvard  University  from  9  p.m.  to  1 
a.m.  The  dance  is  a  benefit  to  help  in  re¬ 
opening  the  E.S.H.  Refuge  Center.  The 
suggested  ticket  price  is  $5,  which  in¬ 
cludes  two  beers  and  a  raffle  ticket.  For 
more  Information  call  522-3417. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  The  Year  in  Review:  Gay  Journal¬ 
ist  Neil  Miller  and  others  examine  the 
events  of  1978.  9  a.m. 


Holliston,  MA  —  Lambda  of  Middlesex 
will  hold  a  New  Year’s  Eve  Party  at  8pm. 
Call  429-6593  for  more  information. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Amethyst  Women  is 
sponsoring  a  drug  and  alcohol  free  dance 
for  Lesbian  recovering  alcoholics  and 
women  who  would  like  to  attend  a  drug 
free  event.  9  p.m.  at  the  Old  Cambridge 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  Suggested  price 
is  $3.  Women  should  bring  snacks  and  a 
candle  to  share. 

2  tues 

Boston  —  WBUR  (90.9  FM)  Gay  Way  will 
feature  a  special  one  hour  documentary 
about  the  making  of  the  album,  “Walls  to 
Roses:  Songs  of  Changing  Men,”  by  the 
Walls  to  Roses  Collective.  Eric  Gordon 
examines  the  collective  process  and  the 
meeting  of  issues  of  sexism,  feminism 
and  gay  rights  in  the  album. 

5  fri 

Boston  —  Gay  Ghetto  Poetry  series, 
Poetry  reading  by  lesbians  and  faggots. 
Cafe  Gallery,  Dartmouth  and  Appleton  St., 
South  End.  8  p.m.  Admission  free. 

7  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  The  Gay  Experience  —  Partici¬ 
pants  in  a  course  titled  "The  Gay  Experi¬ 
ence"  talk  about  their  lives.  Guests:  Al 
Bouchard  and  others.  9  a.m. 

8  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  -r  The  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Experience,  a  5  week  course  In  sell-dis- 
covery  and  personal  sharing  for  lesbian 
and  gay  and  bisexual  people  will  be 
offered  again  at  the  Cambridge  Center  for 
Adult  Education.  For  more  Information 
call  547-6789. 


10  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Herbal  Self  Help 
Group,  a  four  week  course,  beginning  at 
the  Women’s  Community  Health  Center 
In  Central  Sq.  Please  pre-register  by 
calling  547-2302. 

14  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  The  Boston  Gay  Hotline-Coor¬ 
dinators  of  the  Boston  Gay  Hotline  talk 
about  services  of  the  Hotline.  9  a.m. 

Long  Island,  NY  —  New  Coalition  for 
Human  rights  of  Long  Island  will  hold  a 
board  meeting  (8  p.m.)  and  benefit  (11 
p.m.)  at  Club  Emanon,  Copiague.  $3  dona¬ 
tion.  For  more  Information  call  (518) 
665-7373  or  (516)  842-9775. 

18  thurs 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Fat  Lesbians  —  two  fat 
lesbians  want  to  form  a  support/consci¬ 
ousness  raising/political  action  group. 
They  wish  to  examine  their  oppression  as 
fat  lesbians  and  struggle  against  the  self- 
hatred  produced  by  that  oppression, 
bringing  it  out  into  the  open  and  making 
sure  that  the  iesblan  community  starts  to 
deal  with  it.  This  is  not  a  weight  loss 
group.  For  more  information  call  547-0268 
or  282-6057. 

19  fri 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Open  House  at 
Daughters  of  Bllitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  Re¬ 
freshments  provided. 

21  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  cordially - 
invites  all  to  their  Grand  Opening.  Come 
an$)  see  their  new  space,  and  celebrate 
the  result  of  a  year’s  effort.  Refreshments 
provided.  485  Mass.  Ave.,  3-6  p.m. 


30  sat 


Greetings  from  ~  ~ 


SPECIAL  GIFT  RATES 

This  Holiday  Season,  remember  Friends,  Lovers,  and  Rela¬ 
tives  with  gifts  that  keep  on  giving  every  week  — 
scriptions  to  Gay  Community  News. 

The  first  subscription  (your  own  or  a  gift)  is  at  regu 
each  additional  subscription  is  up  to  30 %  off  regular 


3  years 
2  years 
1  year 
25  weeks 
12  weeks 


Regular  Rate 
(first  subscription) 
$47.00 

33.50 

17.50 

10.00 

5.00 


Discount  Rate 
(each  additional  subscription) 
$35.00 
24.00 
12.00 
7.00 
3.50 


(The  above  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  20%  of  Regular  Rale  for  foreign.) 


A  card  will  be  sent  announcing  your  gift .  If  you  need  addi¬ 
tional  space,  send  us  the  information  on  a  separate  sheet.  If 
recipient  is  already  a  GCN  subscriber,  their  subscription  will 
be  extended.  This  offer  expires  January  15,  1979. 


Your  name _ , _ ___ _ ■  . _ ^ _ 

Address  _ _ _ . _ , _ - _ _ _ _ _ 

City _ ; _ State _ Zip _ _ 

First  Subscription  (regular  rate)  to: 

□  Renewal,  for  myself  Second  Subscription  (discount  rate)  to: 

□  Gift,  or  new  for  myself 


Enter  additional  subscription  information  on 
separate  sheet. 

f.l  f  enclose  payment  of  _ _ _ <l4._ 

Charge  my  order  lo: 

'  Master  Charge 
.  r  ■  VISA 

Card  #  _ _ _ _ _ 

Kvpiration  Date  _ _ _ _ _ 

Signature  _ _ _  •  ^  •  t _ 


Mail  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 


Name - - - ......  _ _ _  Name 


Address - - - -  Address _ _ _ _  _ _ _ 

- , — ,, - - - States Zip. _ t  its  . _ _  Slate  Zip 

Length  of  subscription - _  :  rnnounl  S.  .  I.engfh  of  subscription  _ „ _  .  ;  amount  S 

Gift  card  to  read  "From - -  _  Gift  card  to  read  "From 


All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  “GCA  ”.  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the 
mail.  Our  subscriber  fist  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used 
except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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